
WRITING: Description and Narration 
2018-19 SYLLABUS 

Mr. Blocker 
E-mail:  cary_blocker@whps.org 

Voicemail: 232-4561 ext. 6320 
                                                                  Office #: A117 
  
Hall’s Mission:  Hall High School prepares all students to be educated, responsible citizens 
who contribute collaboratively, independently, and innovatively to a dynamic global community. 
  
Course Overview: 

 Writing: Description and Narration is intended to help you develop a comfort level in writing and to 
show you that writing is a learned skill and not some mystical ability that only a few possess.  To that end, 
this classroom will be considered a writing community whose members help and encourage one another. 
You should feel free to express your feelings/opinions verbally and on paper (as long as they are 
considerate of other students and adults) and to use this classroom as an opportunity to benefit from the 
input, guidance, and advice of peers.  Please remember that all criticism should be constructive.  
 As you will learn early in the year, there are four fundamental aims of writing or language: (1) 
self-expressive, (2) expository, (3) persuasive, and (4) creative/literary. Process essays for this semester 
focus on the self-expressive  aim-- the first aim (though each aim will be practiced). Throughout the year, 
you will be expected to plan, draft, revise, proofread, and publish pieces utilizing the different modes of 
writing – including narration, description, classification, and evaluation.  You should expect to share much 
of your writing with your classmates; peer conferencing and revision play a large role in this course. 
Self-assessment is also a critical skill to develop in the class. In addition, I encourage you to extend your 
writing practice beyond the classroom by submitting your writing to contests, literary magazines, 
newspapers, etc. 

One of the best ways to become a better writer (aside from practicing your writing skills) is to 
READ as much as you can.  Reading the work of various authors not only enriches your vocabulary and 
grammar, but it also presents a variety of stylistic devices and organizational strategies.  Hence, you will 
be expected to complete independent reading assignments each quarter. Please bring your book 
to class when requested to do so.   Sometimes, I will choose a reading selection which corresponds 
with the aim we are focusing on in class; other times you will be free to choose an appropriate selection 
on your own.    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OVER 
Classroom Policies and Expectations: 
Grading 

Your quarter grades will be composed of various tasks including the following:  
 Homework/Classwork/Writing/Quizzes/Tests 80%: Assignments will be assigned points according 
to their length and level of complexity. 
  
 Class Behavior/Participation/Productivity    20% -- see separate handout for further information 
  
 Your semester grades will be calculated as follows: 
  
 Semester 1   
 Quarter 1/3 40%   
  
 Quarter 2/4 40%  
  
 Midterm   20%   
  
Class Preparation, Behavior, Participation, and Productivity 
   Although we are in a computer lab, you should still bring a notebook and writing utensil daily—and any other 
relevant materials to class when asked.  Class behavior, participation, and productivity are very important in this 
class; I have a separate handout that explains the class behavior/participation/productivity grade in more detail.  You 
will receive a grade for class behavior/participation/productivity at the end of each quarter; this will be worth 
20 percent of your grade each quarter. 
Computer Use 
Eating meals is not permitted in the classroom; therefore, if you must have your morning coffee/o.j. and bagel, be 
sure to finish consuming them before entering the classroom.  You may bring bottled water to class, but please keep 
the water bottles off of the computer tables (keep them on the center table or on the floor by your computers).  Keep 
in mind that having use of a computer for class purposes is a privilege; you will lose your privilege if you fail to 
follow the class rules regarding computer use.   You must adhere to the “Guidelines for Use of Technology” and 
“Technology Violations Guidelines” on page 42-43 of Student Handbook. Make sure you review these 
carefully. 
Writing Folder, Papers, and Paper Rewrites 
Throughout the year, you will maintain a class writing folder on your network/google drive.  I expect you 

to store your written work (graded and not graded) in this folder.  Prewriting and first/second drafts will 
always be turned in with final drafts of process essays.  If you fail to turn in your prewriting and early 
drafts, points will be deducted from your final paper grade.  
Graded papers of C- or lower may be rewritten, as revision is an essential component to becoming a 

better writer.  However, if you wish to rewrite a paper, you must schedule a conference with me first; you 
will be given one week (post-conference) to complete your rewrite—along with a reflection sheet—and 
hand it in.  The rewritten paper grade will be averaged with the original grade.  Informal class writing 
assignments, quizzes, and tests cannot be retaken.  
Extra Credit: 
There are possibilities for extra class participation points on the participation rubric, but there are no 
extra credit assignments offered in this class. 
Absences/Make-up work 



   If you are absent, you will be expected to turn in work or take a quiz/test the day you return if it was 
announced prior to your absence.  Otherwise, you will be given an additional day per absence to make up the work 
missed.  It is your responsibility to obtain make-up work and hand it in.  See the student handbook for 
clarification about excused versus unexcused absences. 
  
Class Cuts 
As you know, proper attendance is critical to class success; it is also a sign of maturity and personal 
responsibility. In this class (and in many courses here at Hall), if there is a case when a student cuts a 
class and there is a major assignment due that day, the assignment automatically receives an F (50) 
when handed in. Quizzes, tests, and homework will receive a zero. 
Late Work 
   No late homework is accepted: If you do not hand in a homework assignment on time it will receive zero 
credit.  

Other: Late writing assignments or projects are penalized 10% per day late.  Please see me as soon as 
possible if you are having difficulty with an assignment; honesty and effort are always rewarded. There is 
one mulligan per quarter which can be used to omit a missed homework or extend a due date (see separate 
mulligan sheet).  

When a Paper/Assignment is due 
When an assignment is due at the beginning of class, the work must be printed before class begins (at home or in the 
library). Rubrics and planning should also be attached before class begins. Late penalties will apply if an assignment 
is printed and handed in during the class period. Class printers are to be used only when an assignment is due at the 
end of class or for printing relevant class material. 
Contact/Assistance 

I am available for extra help period 1 on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday in the Writing Center (A124) and 
after school by appointment (see my sign up sheet). If these times are inconvenient for you, please let me know and 
we will try to make other arrangements.  My e-mail address and voicemail extension can be found on page one of 
this syllabus. 
 


