
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 2014 
 

Dear Sophomore Parents, 
 
On Wednesday, October 15, 2014, all sophomores will take the Preliminary SAT (PSAT) on a 
practice basis and at no cost to you.  
 

WHEN? Wednesday, October 15, 2014 
 

WHERE? Conard High School 
 

TIME?  Testing begins:  7:30 a.m.   Testing ends:  11:00 a.m. (approximately) 
 

WHAT? The PSAT is a practice version of the SAT Reasoning Test. The test is composed of 
three sections: Mathematics, Critical Reading, and Writing and takes two hours and ten 
minutes to complete.  Each of the three sections is scored on a scale of 20 to 80 points, 
which add up to a maximum composite score of 240 points. The SAT is required for 
admission to most colleges and students usually take it in spring of their junior year. 
Students should take the PSAT again in October of their junior year for additional SAT 
practice and preparation.  High scores from junior year PSAT tests also serve as the 
qualifier for the National Merit Scholarship program. 

 

WHY? Practice! Gaining exposure to this kind of test, when it does not count, will make future 
testing less stressful while increasing the chances of higher scores later on. Please be 
assured that sophomores are NOT expected to know all the answers and many 
will not complete each section. This is NOT a cause for concern. In addition,  

 students will receive a booklet in advance with information about the test, including 
strategies, calculator use and more. 

  
Please note: We advise students who may normally need accommodations (i.e. extended time) to 

take the test under standard administration conditions. This will allow them to determine 
the exact type of accommodations they will need when testing as a junior.  Please 
consult with your school counselor or contact teacher. 

 

Even if your child is not considering college as an option at this time, just taking this practice PSAT 
can encourage students to begin thinking about life after high school as well as their goals and the 
education needed to reach those goals. The time to start thinking about the future is now! Please 
contact your child’s school counselor if you have questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Tor Fiske 
School Counseling Dept. Supervisor 
 


