
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

71 Wolcott Rd., West Hartford, CT 06110

 Vol. 30, Issue 11. 01/09/2017 

From the Principal’s Desk: 

Wolcott School is brimming with talented educators, athletes, musicians, artists, travelers, and storytellers.  If you 

haven’t had a chance to check out the updated bios on our website, I encourage you to discover more about your 

children’s teachers. (Teacher Bios)  Please enjoy the following article written by 5th Grade Teacher, Mr. Matthew 

Dicks:  

******************************************************************************************** 

As a teacher and a writer, I often give parents advice on helping their children to become effective writers who (more 

importantly) love to write.  My advice is simple: 

Be the best audience possible for your children’s work.  If they want to read something to you, drop everything.  Allow the 

chicken to burn in the frying pan.  Allow the phone to ring off the hook.  Give your children your full and complete attention.  

When children read something that they have written to someone who they love and respect, it is the most important thing 

happening in the world at that moment.  Treat is as such.   

Don’t look at the writing.  Don’t even touch it.  Any comment made about the piece should never be about handwriting, 

spelling, or punctuation.  By never seeing the actual text, your innate, insatiable parental need to comment on these things 

will be properly stifled. Your children do not want to hear about your thoughts on punctuation or the neatness of their 

printing.  No writer does.  Your children have given birth to something from their hearts and minds.  Treat their writing with 

reverence.  Speak about how the writing makes you feel.  Rave about the ideas and images.  Talk about the word choices 

that you loved.  Compliment the title.  Ask for more.  Forget the rest. 

Remember: Rough drafts are supposed to be rough.  Even final drafts are not meant to be perfect.  That’s why editors exist.  

Go online and look at the rough drafts of EB White’s Charlotte’s Web.  They’re almost illegible.  Who cares?  Writing is 

messy.   

Once your children have finished reading to you, offer three positive statements about the writing.  Compliments.  Nothing 

more. Only after you have said three positive things may you offer a suggestion. Maintain this 3:1 compliment/criticism ratio 

always. Use the word “could” instead of “should” when commenting.  

If your child asks how to spell a word, spell it.  Sending a child to the dictionary to find the spelling of a word is an act of 

cruelty and a surefire way to make writing less fun.  You probably so this because it was the way that your parents and 

teachers treated you, but it didn’t help you one bit.  It only turned writing into a chore.  If you were to ask a colleague how 

to spell a word, you wouldn’t expect to be sent to the dictionary.  That would be rude, the same holds true for your child.  

Also, the dictionary was not designed for this purpose.  It’s an alphabetical list of definitions and other information about 

words, but is wasn’t meant for spelling. Just watch a first grader look for the word “phone” in the F section of the dictionary 

and you will quickly realize how inefficient and pointless this process is.  

When it comes to writing, the most important job for parents and teachers is to ensure that kids learn to love to write. If a 

child enjoys putting words on a page, even if those words are poorly spelled, slightly illegible, and not entirely 

comprehensible, that’s okay.  The skills and strategies for effective writing will come in time, though direct instruction, lots 

of practice, and a little osmosis.  The challenge – the mountain to climb – is getting a child to love writing.  Make that your 

primary objective.  Make that your only objective. Do everything you can to ensure that your child loves the writing process. 

Once you and your child achieve that summit, the rest will fall into place.  I promise.  

 

http://wolcott.whps.org/page.cfm?p=1301


 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

February 

Dates to Remember 

2/13  Chess Club 3:20 pm 

Homework Center 3:30 pm 

Cub Scout Pack 16 6:30 pm  

 

2/14     Brave Girls 3rd Grade 3:20 pm 

Homework Center 3:30 pm  

 

2/16    Artist in Residence  

           Early Learning Playgroup 9:00 am  

           Homework Center 3:30 pm 

           Parent Meeting Math Quest 6:30 pm 

           PTO Meeting 7:00 pm  

 

2/17    K-2 Town Meeting 2:30 pm  

           Mad Science 3:30 pm 

           Girl Scout Troop 415 3:30 pm  

 

2/20   Winter Recess  

2/21   Winter Recess  

  

2/23   Early Learning Playgroup 9:00 am 

          1st Grade Girl Scouts Meeting 6:00 pm 

          4th Grade Girl Scouts Meeting 6:30 pm 

 

2/24    Family Game Night 6:30 pm 

  

2/27    Chess Club 3:20 pm 

           Homework Center 3:30 pm  

           Cub Scouts Pack 169 Meeting 6:30 pm 

 

2/28    Artist in Residence  

           Zumba 6:30 pm 

           Brave Girls 4th and 5th Grade 3:20 pm 

           Homework Center 3:30 pm  
              



 

 

 

                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

Attention Incoming Kindergarteners  

If you have a child that will be eligible to enter 

Kindergarten in the Fall of 2017, Please call the school 

office at 860-561-2300 as soon as possible so that we 

may add your information to our incoming Kindergarten 

list.  





        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Salad Bar  

WOLCOTT SCHOOL NEEDS YOU! The weekly salad bar was begun at the elementary 

schools by Nutrition Services, and is enjoyed by students and staff alike. We need the 

support of parent volunteers, to maintain this healthful and enjoyable initiative. 

Coverage is needed each Wednesday from 11:00 am to 1:45 pm. Please sign up for one 

or multiple times.  

 

Please contact the office to sign up or if you have questions. Thank you! 

 

Cafeteria News:  

Students love having parents and grandparents visit during lunchtime.  It’s a wonderful 

opportunity to enjoy conversation and quality time together.  Our policy is evolving 

about how to make this time safe and positive for all.  We are asking that visitors not 

invite their children’s friends to have lunch at the visitor table.  There are two reasons 

for this policy:   

1.  Some children have allergies or food restrictions, and when visitors bring pizzas or 

other food to share this becomes a problem.   

2.  Some children may feel excluded if they are not chosen to sit with their friend and 

special visitor.      

Thanks for helping to keep our children safe and feeling great! 



 

  



PTO Meeting Reminder 

 

The next PTO meeting will be on Thursday, February 16th at 7pm in the 

library. Superintendent Tom Moore will be joining us at the beginning of the 

meeting to answer questions and hear concerns regarding the water fountain/lead 

levels situation at Wolcott. Also, a draft of the proposed bylaws will be reviewed at 

the meeting and then will be brought to a vote in March. As always, childcare will 

be provided for all school age children. Hope to see you all there!  

 

 

 

 

 

Please save the date for the 

Wolcott PTO   

FAMILY GAME NIGHT 

Come play Bingo with your friends & family! 

Our very own Mr. Feeney is back as our favorite 

Bingo Announcer! 

Win Gift Cards to your favorite places & lots of fun 

prizes!!! 

Friday February 24th at 6:30 PM 

Tickets $4 person $10 per family  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pre-orders for Signed, Personalized Books by Jarrett Krosoczka are Now Open 

Through Feb 28th! 
 

New York Times best-selling author/illustrator Jarrett Krosoczka will be visiting grades K-5 

on Tuesday, March 21, 2017. Please see the digital flyer for more information and for the pre-

order form. 

 

One School...One Book 
Theme: Self-Control  

 
 

Book: Mustache by Mac Barnett 

Teachers are reading Mustache to their classes 

to develop the theme of Self-Control.  King 

Duncan is terribly handsome, but a terrible 

king.  His kingdom is in ruins, and when his 

subjects appeal for help, he only builds more 

tributes to his handsome face.  His subjects are 

finally ready to stand up for themselves, and 

they have just the plan to get out of this hairy 

situation.  

 

Enjoy a conversation about this hilarious book 

with your children at the dinner table.  Here 

are some questions to get the conversation 

going:   

 Why is Duncan a terrible leader?  

 Why did the people draw mustaches?  
 

Conversations with the Hillcrest 

Neighborhood 

What does the perfect school look like to you?  

This was the question that led to a wonderful 

discussion last Thursday night between 

Wolcott 4th grade teacher, Amy Fisher, 

CREC facilitator, Gloria Mengual, and 

families from the Hillcrest community.  We 

care deeply about learning more about the 

different cultures and family traditions 

represented in each of our classrooms.      

Community building between staff members 

and parents, as well as among themselves was 

evident throughout the night.  This is the first 

of future gatherings!  Wolcott staff members 

Megin Haeflich, Michelle Sebastianelli, Cathy 

Fagan, Christine Mori, Emily Plocharczyk, 

Eric Feeney, Cheryl Stidolph, and Beth 

Glasier had an amazing time conversing with 

and entertaining the children of the families 

who attended.   

https://www.smore.com/kx90p


 

FROM MRS. ROBERTS, OUR SCHOOL NURSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEAD LICE  

Winter is upon us and hats and scarves are in use daily.  Head lice happen, especially on 

kids.  Head lice love clean hair so they are not an indication of being unclean.  Fortunately, head lice 

do not spread disease and can’t live more than two days off our heads.  Lice eggs won’t hatch unless 

they are on hair and they won’t infest pets.   

 Please review the following tips with your children:  

 Do not share, borrow or try on anybody else’s hats, scarves, combs, brushes, or hair 

accessories 

 Encourage your child to tuck hats/scarves in the backpack rather than hanging on hooks at 

school  

 Avoid shared helmets for sports 

 Girls may want to keep their hair pulled back in a pony tail 

 Avoid head to head contact and do not play with or braid or a friend’s hair 

 Take your own sleeping bag and pillow to a sleep over 

 

Most people who have head lice don’t know they have it until they get very itchy.  If you find 

that your child has head lice please notify the school nurse.  Although individual classrooms are 

checked after the report of head lice, mass screenings have not proven to have any significant effect 

on the incidence of lice in the school.   

 

As we are still in the cold/flu season, please make sure your children are getting enough sleep and 

eating a well-balanced diet.  Remember to send in healthy snacks for your child each day.  If your 

child has a cold and requires cold medication, please have him or her take it at home.  I do not keep 

medications in the health room for general use.  If your child needs medication in school, you must 

bring in the medication in a sealed bottle with proper labeling.  You must also have a doctor’s order 

for that medication to be administered at school.  Students are not allowed to carry any medication 

on them or in their backpacks.  

If your child has a fever, he or she should not return to school until fever-free for 24 hours. If your 

child has two or more episodes of vomiting within 24 hours, he or she should not return to school 

until 24 hours after the last episode. If you suspect your child has pink eye you should have them 

seen immediately by a doctor to start treatment.  They can return to school after 24hrs of treatment 

with eye drops.  If you have any questions, please call me at 860-561-2300.  

 



West Hartford Public Schools 

Mentor Program 

Notice to All Community Members 

  

Create a Future.  Be a Mentor. 

Who mentored you?  Pass it On. 

Please take a moment to think about the mentors in your life. Who mentored you - a team coach, 

teacher, concerned neighbor, or another caring adult? Consider paying it forward and continue the 

legacy by becoming a mentor in the West Hartford Public Schools Mentor Program. 

 An hour a week spent encouraging a student can make a difference in a young person’s life; that adds 

up to just 24 hours of support for a young person during the course of the school year. And you will be 

amazed by how much you will personally gain from this experience.  

Please use the link below to complete a mentor application 

today. http://www.whps.org/uploaded/Offices/Curriculum_Instruction_and_Assessment/Mentor/Ment

or_Application.pdf 

To learn more about mentoring and how YOU can make a difference in the life of a West Hartford Public 

School student, join us for the... 

Spring New Mentor Workshop 

Tuesday, March 14, 2017 

Conard High School – Rm. 169 

110 Beechwood Road 

West Hartford, CT 

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. (Refreshments will be served) 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Susan Weinberger, President, Mentor Consulting Group   

To sign up for the March 14 New Mentor Workshop, please contact Carol Wilkas, West Hartford Public 

Schools, District Mentor Coordinator, at 860-231-6009. 

  

Screening Test for Grade 5 to 6 Math Placement  
Grade 5 students will participate in a math placement screening which will be administered during 

the week of March 13th. The factors considered for math placement in middle school next year 

include the following: student performance on the placement screening, current progress in Grade 

5 mathematics, motivation, and use of higher order thinking skills. Parents/guardians will be 

notified by letter during the first week of June regarding sixth grade math placement 

recommendations. Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions regarding the 

upcoming math placement screening. 

 

http://www.whps.org/uploaded/Offices/Curriculum_Instruction_and_Assessment/Mentor/Mentor_Application.pdf
http://www.whps.org/uploaded/Offices/Curriculum_Instruction_and_Assessment/Mentor/Mentor_Application.pdf
tel:(860)%20231-6009


 

 

 

 

Apply now for the 2017-2018 Pre-Kindergarten programs located at Charter Oak 

International Academy, Florence E. Smith STEM School and Webster Hill School.  

Applications will be available in all West Hartford Elementary School Offices, at the 

West Hartford Town Hall in the Residency Office (Room 154) and the Human Services 

Office (Room 306), and online at whps.org beginning January 12, 2017. 

Applicants must be: 

 A resident of West Hartford 

 Age eligible: 

 Charter Oak International Academy will accept 80 Pre-K students born 

between 1/2/13 to 1/1/2015. 

 Smith and Webster Hill Schools will accept 16 Pre-K students each born 

between 1/2/13 and 1/1/14. 

 

Please plan on attending an 

Open House Informational meetings: 

 

Charter Oak International Academy:     February 23rd  6:30 pm 

 

 

For additional information, please call: 

Charter Oak International Academy (860) 233-8506  

Florence E. Smith STEM School (860) 236-3315 

Webster Hill School (860) 521-0320 

Irene Garneau, Dept. Supervisor for Early Childhood Education (860) 929-5552 

 

 

 



The Family Resource Center presents  

Early Learning Playgroup at Wolcott School 

A program for children ages birth through four accompanied by a 

parent or caregiver. Join us for crafts, stories, songs, snack and fun! 

No charge to attend. 

We meet Thursday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00 AM. 

Spring 2017 Playgroup 

February 9 

February 16 

February 23 

March 2 

March 9 

March 16 

March 23 

April 6 

* No Session 3/30 

For more information call the Family Resource Center at 860-929-5575 

Early Learning Playgroup at Wolcott School in West Hartford is funded in part by 

 the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving. The Family Resource Center is a program of the Bridge Family 

Center. 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


