
Greetings from the Principal                   September 14, 2017 

We are very excited to welcome you to a brand new year here at Whiting Lane! Words cannot express how thrilled I am to have the 

opportunity to return to our wonderful school after my extended childrearing absence. I feel so very blessed and fortunate, and I am 

truly looking forward to an amazing school year. We are off to a terrific start, and I’d like to extend my gratitude for your incredible 

level of support of our faculty and staff. Your efforts are much appreciated, as we are all aware of the critical importance of a 

positive home-school connection and the impact it has on a child’s success in school. We continue to focus on our communication 

efforts with families, and I always welcome your ideas and suggestions. Please do not hesitate to contact me via email or phone to  

set up a meeting or simply have a conversation. Working together, we will make our school the best possible learning environment 

for our kids!   

  

I’d like to give special thanks to the Cub Scouts, Alan Smith, Deb Mason and Sue Hermann for their integral role in our opening day 

flag ceremony, as well as our fabulous PTO under the direction of co-presidents Molly Smith and Chris Haddad, for the beautiful 

luncheon held for staff, as well as their multitude of efforts to ensure that our opening week was a success. I am so very grateful for 

the support of our parent community, it is certainly unparalleled. 

 

We have hit the ground running here at Whiting Lane, and we have several learning initiatives in place as we begin the school year.  

We will face many new challenges and continue to focus our efforts on best practices in curriculum, instruction and assessment as 

we ensure that ALL students have “Clear Paths, Bright Futures, and No Limits.” Our common core state standards have permeated 

the classroom curriculum at each grade level in all content areas, with rigorous learning standards in place and high expectations for 

all students. Our instructional practices continue to provide opportunities for our students to: think critically and apply new 

knowledge, create and problem solve, engage in research-based projects, focus on important reading and writing skills, engage in 

collaborative conversations, and discover cross-disciplinary connections. In addition to our focus on academics, we are also 

committed to improving student behavior and reinforcing positive character traits on a daily basis. Our highly successful Positive 

Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) school wide initiative continues to be utilized as a vehicle to teach and promote 

appropriate and respectful behaviors in all school settings. This past Friday we held our first school-wide assembly in the gymnasium 

to review our “OW LET” ticket reward system, an incentive to promote positive interactions between students and every staff 

member.  We showed videos starring our own talented student actors and actresses demonstrating responsible and appropriate 

behavior in the hallways, cafeteria, bus, and classrooms. In addition, news of our first Whiting Lane school wide community service 

initiative was introduced - “Hurricane Help” donations will be collected this week and will benefit the efforts of the Red Cross to 

assist hurricane victims across the country. Each donation allows a student to wear a hat of their choosing to school this week. Thank 

you for your support!  I’d like to extend my gratitude to our school PBIS leaders who have spent a considerable amount of time to 

ensure that this program is a success - Dr. Teri Bish, Carrie Blanchard, Karen Bridges, Sally Pardee, Johanna Cleary, Rose Hill, 

Dawn Beckley, Joanna Macca, and Janet Gregorian-Michaelsen. I truly appreciate all of their  hard work and dedication. 

The entire school has really come out to support this initiative, which pleases us all. 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone on Curriculum Night, held this year on Thursday, September 28th from 6:00 - 7:40 pm. This is  

a wonderful opportunity to hear from classroom teachers and support staff about our overall expectations and upcoming events 

throughout the school year.  Please check the schedule carefully for your grade level’s particular timeframe. Also, please mark your 

calendars for our annual “Fall into Fun” adult social and fundraiser, held on Saturday October 14th.  I’m looking forward to seeing 

you there! As always, thank you for your support of our school and our continuous efforts to do what is best for kids, each and every 

day. Whiting Lane is truly a close knit community, always modeling the code and “taking care of each other.” 

 

Sincere regards, 

Karen 
Karen Kukish, Principal 

Whiting Lane School  47 Whiting Lane  West Hartford, CT 06119  Telephone 860-233-8541  Fax 860-236-9367  
 

 Ms. Karen Kukish, Principal 



 

 Vacant Seat Program –  

 Application Start Date  

 Monday, October 2, 2017 

 

The West Hartford Public Schools vacant seat program  

utilizes available space on school buses. This program allows 

students to ride buses, where space is available, who under the 

West Hartford Public Schools Transportation policy are not  

eligible for transportation.   
 

No additional bus stops are added to the routes  

for this program. 
 

Interested parents should contact the West Hartford  

Public Schools Transportation Office at 860-561-6647  

for additional information on or after October 2nd. 

 

Requests are taken in this office by telephone  

on a first come, first served basis starting at 8:00 am. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

From the Health Room 

 

Hearing and Vision Screenings 

 

The school nurses will be conducting hearing and vision  

screenings during the months of September and October.  

If a child does not pass the initial screening, we will rescreen  

as soon as possible. If the child still does not pass the second 

screening, you will get a Referral Letter from the nurse.  

You will then be expected to contact your child’s primary care 

provider and make arrangements to have him or her evaluated 

as soon as possible.  
  

A failed vision screening can indicate the need for glasses  

to correct vision and/or to prevent permanent vision loss  

in the case of children with amblyopia. 
  

A failed hearing screening can indicate a temporary hearing 

loss due to significant ear wax buildup, congestion due to an 

upper respiratory infection, or it could indicate a permanent 

hearing loss. 
  

It is extremely important that any vision or hearing loss  

be corrected as soon as possible because even a small loss  

can have a significant impact on learning.  
  

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at  

860-233-8541. 

  

Karen Fiori, RN 

Whiting Lane School Nurse 

 

 

 ELC Lottery Applications 

 

 

The Early Learning Center at Whiting Lane School and  

Aiken Elementary School is now accepting applications for  

the 2018-2019 school year. The program is family centered  

and has half day sessions that meet four days a week.   

A lottery will be conducted in January. 

 

To be considered for the program, children must be three years 

old by September 1, 2018, toilet-trained by the start of the 

school year and exhibit age-appropriate language, social and 

play skills. All applicants must participate in a play-based 

screening prior to being considered for the lottery selection.  

 

If you are interested, please contact Pam Macca at  

860-233-1455. The application process will close on  

December 15, 2017.   

 

From the Cafeteria 

 

If you want your child to be able to buy ice cream or a snack, 

you must specify “open account” and set a “daily limit”   

when you apply money to your child’s account.  Please write 

your child’s full name on the memo line of the check (made 

payable to WHNS) or on the envelope if you send cash. The 

cafeteria must be notified in writing if you want to change  

the daily limit on your child’s account.  

 

Attention Parents of Bus Students 

 

The classroom teacher(s) AND main office must be notified  

if there is a change to a bus student’s afternoon dismissal plan 

on any given day. Bus 25 students report to the Auditorium  

at dismissal and check in with the bus monitors. The adult 

picking up must sign out the bus student(s) in the main office 

and pick up from the Auditorium after connecting with the  

bus monitors. 

 

This helps us ensure that every bus student has been  

accounted for at the end of the day.  

 

Thank you for your support and understanding.  



 

Dates to Remember 

      

9/15 8:00 - 8:30 am Grade 5 Strings 

 

9/19 7:45 - 8:30 am Grade 5 Choir 

 

9/20 7:45 - 8:30 am Grade 4 Choir 

 8:00 - 8:30 am Grade 5 Band 

 

9/21  NO SCHOOL - Rosh Hashanah * (Jewish) 

 

9/22 8:00 - 8:30 am Grade 5 Strings 

 8:45am - 1:45 pm Grade 4 to Westmoor Park 

 

9/25 6:00 - 7:00 pm Daisy Girl Scouts/cafe 

 

9/26 7:45 - 8:30 am Grade 5 Choir 

 3:20 - 4:20 pm Aviation Club/cafe 

 3:20 - 4:20 pm Fashion Club/Room 1 

 

9/27 7:45 - 8:30 am Grade 4 Choir 

 8:00 - 8:30 am Grade 5 Band 

 6:30 - 7:30 pm Cub Scouts Joining Night/cafe 

 

9/28 9:00 am - 1:00 pm WL School Picture Day 

 3:20 - 4:20 pm Magic Club/cafe 

 6:00 - 7:40 pm Curriculum Night 

 

9/29 9:00 am - 1:00 pm ELC School Picture Day 

 9:00 - 11:30 am Kindergarten to Auer Farm 

 2:45 pm  Birthday Party/cafe 

  

* All holy days begin at sunset the day before 

 

Newsletter  
 

Our next publication will be the “mini” newsletter. 

  Submission Deadline      Publication Date:  

     9/26        9/28 

 

Important Reminders to Parents: 

 

Emergency Forms 

 

Please return completed emergency forms to the office if  

you haven’t done so already. It is very important that we have 

the correct home/work/cell phone numbers so we can contact 

you in case of an emergency. Please call the school office at 

860-233-8541 if any of your contact information changes  

during the school year. 

 

Before/After School Supervision 

 

Children must not arrive at school before 8:20 am as there  

is no supervision on school grounds prior to that time. 
 

Students may arrive early only if they are attending specific 

school scheduled and supervised activities.  
 

Children are dismissed at 3:20 pm on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday and at 2:00 pm on Wednesday. 
 

Parents/guardians are responsible for prompt pick up of their 

child if he/she is not taking the bus or walking home. 

 

 

Curriculum Night 
 

Curriculum Night will be held from 6:00 - 7:40 pm  

on Thursday, September 28, 2017.  
 

The Curriculum Night schedule is attached to this newsletter.  

 

  School Picture Days 

 

Whiting Lane Picture Day is Thursday, September 28th. 

ELC Picture Day is Friday, September 29th. 

Absentee/Retake Day is Friday, November 10th. 

 

Order forms from Geskus Photography will be sent home  

with your child at a later date.  

 

Volunteers Needed! 

If you are available to volunteer on Thursday,  

September 28th from 9:00 am - noon, please contact  

Alysa Hinshaw at alysahinshaw@gmail.com.   

 

All volunteers receive a complimentary picture package  

for each of your children! 

 

PTO Email Blast Sign Up 

 

Please sign up to receive PTO blasts and the electronic  

copy of the newsletter by following these easy steps: 
 

1. Go to the Whiting Lane PTO website (whitinglanepto.net). 

2. Click on the red Sign Up box to register.  

3. Enter your email address. 

4. Choose which list you need (ELC Lane Families & Staff 

or Whiting Lane Families & Staff). 



 

Informational Flyers/Booklets 

 

Please check the parent self help rack in the main office 

for the following informational flyers and booklets: 

 

⇒ August/September Lunch Menu 

⇒ 2017-2018 School Year Calendar 

⇒ WHPS Connections - 1st issue 

⇒ Room Parent Volunteer Form 

⇒ Musical Instrument Rental Agreement 

⇒ Hobby Quest Registration Information 

⇒ Vacation Science Camp @ The Children’s Museum 

 

Whiting Lane School 

Code Crew 2017-2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we have 24 new fifth grade Code Crew Leaders.  

We are so excited that these students are showing the kind of 

personal maturity it takes to become a leader. 
 

At the end of 4th grade, students wrote a letter of interest that 

highlighted their qualifications and explained why they should 

be chosen for this important role. 
 

Code Crew members are committed to take on the big  

responsibility of helping younger children exit the building 

safely, doing the work required of them in 5th grade and  

coming to school on time and consistently. 

  

Please help me in welcoming this year’s Code Crew Team: 
 

Jamie B., Corynne B., Mike B., Ishita C., Gavin C.,  

Bobby G., Dario G., Ella G., Mary H., Lia H., Charlie K.,  

Margaret K., Daniel K., Joe L., Chloe M., Brigitte M.,  

Isabel O., Abby P., Leylani P-F., Valerie R-C., Sophie S.,  

Sini S., Martha S. and Juliette W. 

 

 

Recognition of Religious Holidays 

 

The following calendar reflects dates for religious holidays 

during the 2017-2018 school year. 
 

JULY 

July 13-15 - Obon (Buddist) 

 

SEPTEMBER 

September 2 - Eid Al-Adha (Islamic) 

September 21 - Rosh Hashanah* (Jewish) 

September 30 - Yom Kippur (Jewish) 

September 30 - Dassera/Durga Puja (Hindu) 

 

OCTOBER  
October 19 - Diwali/Deepavali (Hindu) 

 

DECEMBER 

December 25 - Christmas (Christianity) 

December 13 - December 20 Chanukah* (Jewish) 

 

JANUARY 

January 6 - Epiphany/Three Kings Day (Christianity) 

 

MARCH 

March 30 - Good Friday (Christian) 

March 30 - April 7 - Passover* (8 days) (Jewish) 

 

APRIL 

April 7 End of Passover* (8 days) (Judaism) 

April 1 - Easter (Christian) 

April 29 - Visakha Puja (Buddist) 

 

MAY  

May 16 - June 15 Ramadan* (Islam) 

 

JUNE 

June 15 - End of Ramadan* (Islam) 

June 15 - 17 - Eid Al-Fitre (Islam) 

 

* All holy days begin at sunset the day before. 

 

Outstanding Whiting Lane Students (OWLS) 
 

As part of our school-wide effort to explicitly teach  

and motivate the students to live our code of being “respectful 

and responsible, making good choices and always taking care 

of each other,” the faculty and staff have been handing out blue 

OWLETs (Outstanding Whiting Lane Expectation Tickets).   

The students are handed an OWLET when they have been  

observed living our code. On Friday afternoons, the number  

of tickets earned by Whiting Lane/ELC students is  

totaled. Three tickets are pulled at random and the lucky  

winners are announced over the loud speaker. The three  

winners receive a special reward. A group photo of the  

winners for each month will be taken and displayed  

on a bulletin board in the main office. 
 

Please join our Whiting Lane and ELC Community as we  

congratulate our OWLS winners from last June: 
 

Hugh S., Adryana M., Chloe M., Grant F.,  

McKensie M. and Amelia B-P.  
 

The following bus students were recognized for  

demonstrating outstanding bus behavior in June: 
 

Brody G. and Jack W-C. 



 

Cub Scout Pack 46 

 

Cub Scout Pack 46 is having a “Joining Night” for boys  

in Grades 1-5 on Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

 from 6:30 - 7:30 pm in the Whiting Lane School cafeter ia.  

 From the Art Room 

  

 

I am very excited to be back and look forward to teaching  

art to our talented Whiting Lane students! I have a few tips  

that will help your children keep their clothes tidy during  

art class. I always mention to students not to wear their best  

outfits on their "art" day. They should wear darker clothing  

if at all possible. 

 

Your child should have their OWN personal smock.  

The best smocks are large short sleeved men's button-down 

dress shirts (or I will cut the long sleeves to fit your child).  

The smock should be large enough to cover your child past 

their waist. Plastic smocks are not recommended - they are 

very warm to wear and restrict movement. I have some extra 

smocks in the art room, but they are used by many students 

and can be soiled. 

  

If you have a 5th grader, I ask them to bring in one shoe  

(no boots, furry slippers, or puffy snow boots) to transform 

into an art sculpture. They can donate the shoe's mate to the  

art room if they like. I will also ask the 5th graders to have a 

"popular snack food" to create another sculpture. The student 

does not have to eat the snack food as they are used for  

realistic demonstrations. We do not allow any peanut  

or peanut product snack food items.  

 

Fifth grade students need to have their shoes in the art room  

by the end of October and their snack foods (two of the same 

item, unopened) by the end of January. 

 

Ms. Hop 

 

 

        From the Music Room 

 

                

Hello! 

 

My name is Kayla Van Calcar, and I am the new vocal  

general music teacher at Whiting Lane Elementary School.  

 

I am a graduate of the Hartt School of Music and hold a  

Bachelor of Music Education degree with a concentration in 

voice. I also hold a Master of Science degree in Educational 

Leadership from Central Connecticut State University. I have 

been teaching vocal general music and choir in the Portland 

Public School district for the past four years. I was lucky 

enough to do my student teaching here at Whiting Lane with 

Sarah Chasse in 2012, and I am absolutely thrilled to return to 

such a wonderful school and community!  

 

Teaching elementary music is truly a dream come true for me 

and I look forward to making music with our young musicians 

each and every day. I so look forward to getting to know you 

and working together to make this a wonderful school year  

for all! 

 

Important Dates: 

 

5th Grade Choir 

Tuesdays at 7:45 am in the music room 

 

4th Grade Choir 

Wednesdays at 7:45 am in the music room 

 

  A Message  

  from the Gym 

 

Hello!  Sneakers are a requirement to participate in  

Physical Education class. We ask that your child wear  

sneakers for both safety reasons and to perform at his or her 

best. Other footwear does not provide the support that your 

child needs to participate in physical activities. Please talk  

with your child or their teacher about which days they go to  

PE class. Examples of footwear that are not allowed: boots,  

flip flops, flats, dress shoes or crocs.  

 

Please remember to have your children wear comfortable 

clothes that allow them to move freely. Please do not have  

your child wear dresses or jeans on the days they have PE.  

 

Thank you,  

 

Dylan Geisler and Judy Wilcox 

 

 

Thank you!!! 

 

A special thanks to Molly Smith, Chris Haddad  

and all their volunteers for organizing the  

delicious “Welcome Back to School” luncheon.  
 

We have an assortment of serving dishes and utensils  

that were left behind - please check the  

table outside the main office.  






















