
Greetings from the Interim Principal                  October 6, 2016 

“Love the trees until their leaves fall off, then encourage them to try again next year.” 

 (- Chad Sugg, Poet & Author )  
 

For some reason, I'm not quite sure why, this quote sort of reminded me of how we approach teaching and loving our students.  
Think about it.  Autumn is a season that gives us the gift of time and trial; that is, leaf wars rage, bagging seems endless, lawns need 
raking instead of mowing.  Once that comes to an end, we are gifted with time and the chance to reflect on what we will do next year 
to give us the perfect spring and summer blossoms.  Speaking of time, I think you’d all agree that it’s one of the most sought 
after possessions; there never seems to be enough of it.  Our teachers deal with this irksome reality every day.  They are striving 
daily to ensure that every child within their charge is held to high expectations while supporting struggling learners to advance.  They 
regularly assess progress to pinpoint areas that need targeted instruction.  They focus on skill building that promotes student comfort 
levels, allowing them to take chances, to learn from mistakes, and to understand that it is through their errors that knowledge will 
endure - encouraging them to try and try again.  Two beliefs are ever present in our little community: first, with proper support, 
all children can achieve at high levels; and second, collaboration on all levels is a critical component to student success.  You, our 
dynamic parents, are one of the “levels” detailed.  Without your assistance in this incredible learning journey your children embark 
on each day, we will fall short of making our beliefs a reality for all.  No matter what grade your child is in this year, we must 
consistently remain partners in their educational endeavors.  This partnership will form the foundation of all student achievement in 
years that follow.  With that in mind, here are some areas of consideration that you might reflect upon: 

 

~  Your child’s teacher should always be the first person to contact regarding any and all concerns you have 

regarding his or her adjustment and performance. 

~  Adults are, at every moment, engaged in role modeling for children.  We are constantly under scrutiny.  Our 

children are watching our interactions, our responses to any given situation, and they will mimic our reactions as a 

means of conveying what they have learned outside of direct instruction.  

~  It is never OK to let a child think that physical fighting, mean retaliation, name calling and any other 

inappropriate act is a proper response to a negative situation. 

~  Rules and policies are created for a reason.  When adults don’t follow them, it sends a very loud silent message 

that children don’t need to either.  
 

I’d like to take some time to properly acknowledge some of our very best collaborators in this journey of learning - our PTO, under 
the direction of Co-Presidents Andrew O'Toole and Chris Haddad. This year’s “Fall into Fun” event was an outstanding success, 
with so many present and past parents in attendance.  Big thanks to the India and Jay Liddell for opening up their beautiful home for 
the festivities and to Molly Smith and Kiley Mattsson and their committee for their remarkable organization.  I'm confident that we 
will have lots of $$$ to wisely spend on resources to support our collaborative work.   
 

Hey - don't forget to join us for "Family Math Night" coordinated by our teachers under the direction of our amazing Curriculum 
Specialist, Sally Pardee. It will be held on October 18, 2016 at 5:00 pm.  Are you as smart in Math as K, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th grade 
students?  Don't worry; you children will show you what to do! 
  

Some closing thoughts on the importance of collaboration: 
   

“Individual commitment to a group effort - that is what makes a team work, a company work, a society work,  
a civilization work.”  (-Vincent Lombardi, American Football Coach) 

 

“Coming together is a beginning.  Keeping together is progress.  Working together is success.”   
(- Henry Ford, American Industrialist) 

 

Until next time…   Nancy 
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West Hartford SEPTO (Special Education  

Parent Teacher Organization) 

 

Thursday, October 6, 2016  from 11:30am to 9:00pm 

 

 ‘Raise Some Dough” for SEPTO at Harry’s Bishops Corner 

Join us for lunch, dinner or takeout at Harry’s Bishops Corner 
on October 6, 2016.  A portion of the day’s total sales will be 

donated to West Hartford Special Education PTO!    

 

Friday, October 7, 2016  9:30 - 10:30 am  
 

“Coffee and Conversation” at Panera Bread, Bishops Corner.  
 

The first Friday of the month, parents of children receiving 
special educations services meet for coffee and a chance to  

talk and make friends in a casual setting. We generally meet  
in the back of the restaurant. Come join us! 

 

Wednesday, October 19, 2016 

7:00 pm  

Sedgwick Middle School 

128 Sedgwick Road, West Hartford 

(enter through Wardwell Road entrance) 

 

"Social Thinking: Thinking about YOU Thinking about ME"  
a review with Michelle Tremblay Lacroix, Jenna Santangelo 

and Emily Stoner 
 

On March 9, 2016, West Hartford Public School professionals 
attended the Michelle Garcia Winner conference "Thinking 

About YOU Thinking about ME” through the generous funding 
of SEPTO.  Michelle Tremblay Lacroix, Jenna Santangelo and 
Emily Stoner will be presenting the information they learned 
regarding Social Thinking Methodology. The discussion will 
focus on what Social Thinking is and how Social Thinking  
Instruction enhances/improves social communication and 

 interactions as well as academic performance.  

 

Membership Drive 

 

West Hartford SEPTO (Special Education Parent Teacher  
Organization) invites you to join our dynamic group, serving 
the needs of our community.  We are a district wide PTO that 
focuses on special education issues for all the children in our 

town from Pre-K to High School, at all of our schools.  
 

Our website, www.whsepto.org, contains our calendar of 
events and special education resource links as well as other 
helpful information. We encourage parents and guardians of  

students with IEPs and 504 Plans to join WHSEPTO in  
addition to their local school’s PTO/PTA. To join West  

Hartford SEPTO, please register online at www.whsepto.org/
membership.html. 

 

Please follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ 
West-Hartford-SEPTO. 

 

PTO News 

 

Dear Whiting Lane Community, 
 

Thanks to you, “Fall into Fun” was a huge success!  
Friends, new and old, had a chance to connect and we grossed 

over $12,500! All of the money raised goes directly to our  
students and teachers for items not included in the regular 

school budget such as field trips, special classroom technology, 
specific teacher wish list items (many purchased by you the 

night of the event) and so much more.  
 

We would especially like to thank India and Jay Liddell for 
opening up their beautiful home to us, and Nancy DePalma and 

the staff at Whiting Lane for all their support and donations. 
Finally, this event would not have been the success it was, 

without a fantastic committee that worked tirelessly to ensure 
the night went off without a hitch: Myra Wahl, Chris and  

Jennifer Haddad, Greg and Linda Howley, Greg McGowan, 
Jane Sauer, Andrew O’Toole, Lisa Oriard, Barbara Boyd,  
Carlos Ortiz, Trish O’Connor, Lana Chapman, Gwen and 
Stewart Wyatt, Lisa Rossi, Todd Murphy, Jane Makari,  

Becky Sullivan, Alison Appel and Amy Doyle. Thank you. 
 

If you would like to be part of this amazing team or want  
to help with future events, please consider attending the next 

PTO meeting on Thursday, October 13, 2016,  
or email one of us for more information.  

 

All the best, 
Kiley Mattsson and Molly Smith 

“Fall into Fun “ Co-Chairs 

 

 

Thanks from the PTO! 
 

THANK YOU to the following local businesses that  
each donated food for this year’s “Fall into Fun” event: 

 

A.C. Petersen Farms Restaurant - 240 Park Road 

A Little Something Bakery - 486 New Park Avenue 

Black Bamboo - 844 Farmington Avenue 

Bricco’s - 78 LaSalle Road 

Butterfly Chinese Restaurant - 831 Farmington Ave 

Edible Arrangements - 282 Park Road 

Effie’s Place - 91 Park Road. 
Hall’s Market - 331 Park Road 

Harry’s Bishops Corner Pizza - 732 N. Main Street 
Hibachi Grille & Supreme Buffet - 52 Kane Street 
Hog River Brewing Co. - 1429 Park Road 

Jimmie’s Pizza - 765 Farmington Ave. 
Joey’s Pizza Pie - 353 Park Road 

Shop Rite - 46 Kane Street 
Sweet Chilli Thai Cuisine - 312 Park Road 

Tangiers Int’l Food Market - 550 Farmington Avenue 

Tokyo Sushi - 846 Farmington Avenue 

Wings over West Hartford - 285 Park Road  



 

Dates to Remember 

 

10/6 3:20 - 4:30 pm Grade 4 Girl Scouts/Art room 

 6:00 - 8:00 pm ESOL Family Night for Whiting Lane, 
   Wolcott & Webster Hill @ Webster Hill 
  

10/7 7:45 am  Grade 5 Strings 

 3:25 - 4:25 pm French Club/Art room 

 

10/10  NO SCHOOL - Columbus Day 

10/11  NO SCHOOL for students, Teacher In-Service  
10/12  NO SCHOOL - Yom Kippur* (Judaism) 

 

10/13 7:45 am  Grade 4 & 5 Choirs 

 3:20 - 4:30 pm Grade 5 Girl Scouts/Art room 

 7:00 pm  PTO Meeting/Library 

 

10/14  Dussehra/Durga Puja (Hinduism) 
 7:45 am  Grade 5 Strings 

 3:25 - 4:25 pm French Club/Art room   

  

10/17 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 

10/18 7:45 am  Grade 5 Choir 
 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 5:00 - 6:00 pm Family Math Night 
 

10/19 7:45 am  Grade 4 Choir, Grade 5 Band 

 2:45 pm  Grade 3-5 X-Country @ Charter Oak 

 6:30 - 7:30 pm Cub Scouts/café 

 

10/20 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 3:20 - 4:15 pm Grade 4 Girl Scouts/Art room 

 3:30 - 5:00 pm Harvest Festival/Library Courtyard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10/21 7:45 am  Grade 5 Strings 

 10:00 am - noon Kindergarten to Pickin’ Patch in Avon 

 3:25 - 4:25 pm French Club/Art room 

 

*  All holy days begin at sunset the day before 

 

Newsletter Submissions 

 

Our next publication will be the “mini” newsletter. 
 

  Submission Deadline      Publication Date 

     10/18        10/20 

 

 

 Dress for the Weather 

 

 

Fall weather is changeable, with summer temperatures  
one day, winter temperatures the next. Please take a few 

 minutes each morning to listen to the weather forecast  
so your child is dressed appropriately for the day.   

 

Remember, if your child is well enough to go to school,  
he/she is well enough to go outside for recess. 

 

 

  Be A Mentor 

 

 

 
Who mentored you? Pass it on. Think of the mentors in  

your young life - a team coach, teacher, concerned neighbor or 
another caring adult. Then, honor those who encouraged you.  
Become a mentor and continue the legacy. Or, if you mentor a 
West Hartford student today, consider sharing your experience 
with others and invite them to attend the upcoming workshop.  

 

To learn more about mentoring and how YOU CAN make a 
difference in the life of a West Hartford Public School student, 

join us for the ... 
 

Fall “New” Mentor Program Workshop 
Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

Conard High School - Room 169 

110 Beechwood Road, West Hartford 

6:30 - 7:45 pm 

 

Mentoring 101: Mentor Today, Make a Difference Tomorrow. 
This session is for prospective mentors who wish to learn more 
about mentoring and how they can make a difference in the life 

of a young person. Guest Speaker Dr. Susan Weinberger, 
Workshop Facilitator, will highlight program guidelines and 

discuss why mentoring is vital in our schools today. In  
addition, there will be a guest panel who will share their  

experiences.  

 

Contact: Carol Wilkas 

West Hartford Mentor Program, District Coordinator 
(860) 231-6009 

 

PTO Meeting 

 

The next PTO Meeting is Thursday, October 13, 2016  

at 7:00 pm in the Whiting Lane Library - all are welcome and 
invited to attend.  We will be discussing the success of the 

“Fall into Fun” event and how best to support our teachers 
and students over the coming school year! 



 

 

 Vacant Seat Program –  

 Application Start Date  

 Monday, October 3, 2016 

 

 

The West Hartford Public Schools vacant seat program  
utilizes available space on school buses. This program allows 
students to ride buses, where space is available, who under the 

West Hartford Public Schools Transportation policy are not  
eligible for transportation.   

 

No additional bus stops are added to the routes  

for this program. 
 

Interested parents should contact the West Hartford  
Public Schools Tansportation Office at 860-561-6647  

for additional information on or after October 3rd. 

Requests are taken in this office by telephone  

on a first come, first served basis starting at 8:00 am. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

From the Health Room 

When should I keep my child home from school? 

 

If your child has flu symptoms (fever, chills, cough, headache, 
or muscle aches that often come on quickly) keep him or her 

home. If your child has a cold (stuffy nose, sneezing, sore 
throat, cough, often coming on gradually), there is no fever  

for 24 hours, symptoms are mild, and your child is alert,  
then he or she may attend school. 

 

Germs are spread from person to person through  
coughing, sneezing, direct contact and occasionally from  
contaminated surfaces. The flu vaccine is the best way  

to prevent your child from getting the flu. To prevent the 
spread of colds and flu, practice good hand washing, disinfect 

frequently touched surfaces, cover nose and mouth with a  
tissue or cough into your sleeve. Ensure that there is no sharing 

of cups, water bottles or utensils. Stay healthy by obtaining 
sufficient rest, exercise and maintaining good nutrition  

and fluid intake. 
  

If you have any questions, please feel free to call us at 
860-233-8541. 

 

Nancy Driska, RN,  Karen Fiori, RN, Lisa Nowak, RN 

Whiting Lane and ELC School Nurses  

 

 

 

 

 ELC Lottery Applications 

 

 

 

The Early Learning Center at Whiting Lane School and  
Aiken Elementary School is now accepting applications for  
the 2017-2018 school year. The program is family centered  

and has half day sessions that meet four days a week.   
A lottery will be conducted in January. 

 

To be considered for the program, children must be three years 
old by September 1, 2017, toilet-trained by the start of the 

school year and exhibit age-appropriate language, social and 
play skills. All applicants must participate in a play-based 

screening prior to being considered for the lottery selection.  

 

If you are interested, please contact Pam Macca at  
860-233-1455. The application process will close on  

November 30, 2016.   

 

 

Chess Club 

 

 

 

The fall session of the Chess Club at Whiting Lane was  
cancelled because of low enrollment numbers.  
Alex Lumelsky is offering three other options: 

 

Tuesday 3:30 to 4:30/5:00 pm - Bugbee Elementary  
Wednesday 6:00 to 7:00 pm - King Philip Middle School 

Friday 3:30 to 4:30/4:45 pm - Duffy Elementary. 
 

If you need more information on any of these programs,  
please contact Instructor Alex Lumelsky directly at  

alexander.lumelsky@gmail.com. 

 

InView Test of Cognitive Skills 

 

During the third week of October, all third graders  
will take the InView Test of Cognitive Skills. It is part of  

our town wide testing program and the purpose of the test is  
to provide information on students' ability to think rather than  
on their achievement. The test takes approximately two hours 

and is completed in multiple sessions. Your assistance in  
assuring your child is well rested and present in school  

during this week will be helpful. 



 

Outstanding Whiting Lane Students (OWLS) 

 

As part of our school-wide effort to explicitly teach  
and motivate the students to live our code of being “respectful 
and responsible, making good choices and always taking care 

of each other,” the faculty and staff have been handing out blue 
OWLETs (Outstanding Whiting Lane Expectation Tickets).   

The students are handed an OWLET when they have been  
observed living our code. On Friday afternoons, the number  

of tickets earned by Whiting Lane/ELC students is  
totaled. Three tickets are pulled at random and the lucky  
winners are announced over the loud speaker. The three  

winners receive a special OWL water bottle. A group photo  
of the winners for each month will be taken and displayed  

on a bulletin board in the main office. 
 

Please join our Whiting Lane and ELC Community as we  
congratulate our September OWLS winners: 

 

Frederick N., Cooper G., Jahniah B., Daniel S., 
Lou S., Casey P., Milania R., Walter T. and Jillian B. 

 

The following bus students were recognized for  
demonstrating outstanding bus behavior in September: 

 

Valerie C. and Linda M. 

 

Town Wide Cross Country Run 

 

The annual Town Wide Cross Country Run for  
Grades 3-5 will be held on Wednesday, October 19, 2016  

at Charter Oak Elementary School (rain date is 11/2/16).   
The race begins at 2:45 pm - please be there 15 minutes  
prior to the start. A parent must accompany each child  

and be present during the event. 

 

Please return permission slips to Mrs. Wilcox or Mr. Geisler. 

 

 

        School Picture Day 

 

 

Absentee/Retake Day is Thursday, November 10, 2016. 

 

Students who were absent on School Picture Day must  
bring a completed order form with payment enclosed  
to the photographer on Retake Day. If you need an  
order form, they are available in the main office. 

 

A special thank you to Amy Doyle and all the volunteers  
who helped WL/ELC School Picture Days run so smoothly. 

 

 

 Notes from the Music Room 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Due to the short week in October, we will have a combined 

choir rehearsal on Thursday, October 13, 2016 at 7:45  

in the auditorium with 4th& 5th grade choir! 

 

Welcome to “Notes from the Music Room!” You can  
ask your students about what they are learning in music class. 

Every month the students learn about a different musician.  
Duke Ellington is the musician of the month for October. 
Please ask your student(s) what they learned about her! 

 

Here is a song for each grade that you can ask your  
student(s) to sing for you! 

 

 Kindergarten - “See Saw” 

 1st Grade - “Snail, Snail” 

 2nd Grade - “Star Light Star Bright” 

 3rd Grade - “Row, Row, Row Your Boat ” 

 4th Grade - “Hey, Ho, Nobody Home” 

 5th Grade - “Land of the Silver Birch 

 

Thank you, 
Ms. Rooklidge 

 

      Safety  

      Reminders 

 

 

  

Please remember that students who are walkers must leave  

the premises at dismissal unless their parent/guardian is  
there to supervise them while they play on school grounds. 

 

Parents/guardians are reminded that public school grounds  
 become public parks once students are dismissed and the  

responsibility for supervision of their children shifts to them.   
 

Also, there is no re-entry into the building after dismissal  

for the bathroom, water fountain or nurse’s office. 

 

 

No Dogs Allowed 

 

Dogs are not allowed on school property,  

especially during arrival and dismissal times.   

 

Students may be allergic and/or very scared of dogs.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 












