
Greetings from the Interim Principal                 November 3, 2016 

Important Message from a Deeply Concerned Interim Principal 
 

“Accidents, and particularly street and highway accidents, do not happen — they are caused.”  

(~Ernest Greenwood, former U.S. House of Representatives”) 

 

“Chance takers are accident makers.” (~Author unknown) 

 

Every year, seriously EVERY YEAR, we are confronted with parking issues that are literally accidents-waiting-to-happen.   

If you haven’t already done so, please take some time RIGHT NOW to read page 14 of your Whiting Lane Parent Handbook  
and School Directory. Here you will find our very carefully detailed Parking/Drop-Off/Pick-Up guidelines, along with an 

accompanying diagram detailing traffic routes and drop off/pick up areas. These are not written to take up space in our directory.  

They are designed to ensure the safest possible steps that can be taken to prevent accidents caused by thoughtlessness.  

Unfortunately, we have daily confronted blatant disregard for the safety of virtually anyone in the parking lot. To that end,  

we have requested additional presence from the West Hartford Police Department, as a support for our own Security Officer  

and those on parking lot duty.   

 

Here is just a summary of THE MOST IMPORTANT RULES TO OBEY: 

 

• Follow the arrows and signs and drive slowly! 

• Drop children off on the curb side of the vehicle! 

• NEVER pass other vehicles in the drop-off lane! 

• DO NOT PARK OR IDLE CARS in the DROP-OFF/PICK-UP AREAS! 

• Do not use the staff parking lot for student drop-off/pick-up! 

• Do not let children walk across the parking lot unattended! 

• Always use the crosswalks! 

• DO NOT BLOCK OTHER CARDS OR DOUBLE PARK!!!! 

• FOLLOW THE PARKING LOT FLOW OF TRAFFIC DIAGRAM AS DETAILED ON PAGE 14! 

 

One final comment to consider: 

 

“Prepare and prevent, don't repair and repent.” (~Author unknown) 

 

Remember, we are always behaving as role models for our children.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Nancy  �     

 

 

Please see a far less confrontational principal’s message on the reverse side  ☺  

Whiting Lane School  47 Whiting Lane  West Hartford, CT 06119  Telephone 860-233-8541  Fax 860-236-9367  
 

Dr. Nancy DePalma, Interim Principal 



 

“Let no one be deluded that a knowledge of the path 

can substitute for putting one foot in front of the other.” 

(-Mary Caroline Richards, poet) 

 

As a die-hard city kid, I never imagined that I’d enjoy hiking as much as I do, particularly during autumn. It’s surprising to me that 

the older I get, I guardedly look forward to challenging hikes that present more technical difficulty and risk. Seriously, I’m not very 

athletic so this is a huge accomplishment for me. Hiking is a striking metaphor for teaching and learning. While attempting to reach  

a mountain’s summit or complete a trail’s loop and accomplish the day’s goal, every step along the way requires constant problem 

solving, split second decision-making, careful footing and vigilant monitoring of the elements that may be potential obstacles.   

Hikers often need to turn adversity into fuel in their attempts to keep trekking forward. Ability to change and adapt are requirements 

for successful completion. The gifts along the journey are significant and diverse: incredible views and opportunities to reflect in a 

quiet environment that promotes total connectedness to everything around you. Nothing tops that feeling of absolute  

accomplishment. As we continue on our journey to improved achievement for all students this year, parents and teachers alike 

would benefit by reflecting on our practices in a manner similar to the hiking process just described. We must question ourselves:  

How can we be better at what we do?  How can we assist in placing one foot carefully in front of the other along the path to 

success? What does each one of us need along the “hike” to successfully reach our and our student’s individual summits? 

This truly is the substance of good teaching and learning – asking of ourselves what we ask of those in our care. Full collaboration 

with everyone involved; an authentic partnership. Our staff has thoughtfully started this process as each one created personal and 

professional goals for the year ahead. As poet Mary Caroline Richards’ quote above reminds us, knowing the course of action isn’t 

enough. Carefully taking one step at a time is the only sure way to reaching the destination at hand while watchfully measuring our 

actions along the way. 

 

Big doings are coming up in our little community!  In every grade, teachers are prepping our children about the election process.  

On Monday, November 7th, each student will get the opportunity to submit their personal registration card to vote in the Whiting 

Lane Election Project. Big thanks to Casey Gruber (Miles’ and Char lotte’s mom) for  getting this event off and running.   

 

On November 11th at 10:00 a.m. in the Whiting Lane gym, we will hold our annual Veterans’ Day Assembly. We are honored to 

have Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Smith, USMC, Retired (Bennett’s dad) as our guest speaker, joining a host of other family member 

veterans who will be in attendance. What a wonderful way to honor all those who have served our country in peace-keeping efforts 

both here and abroad.   

 

Parent conferences will be held the week of November 14th. This is an invaluable oppor tunity to meet with your  child’s 

classroom teacher and receive specific information regarding his/her academic and social-emotional progress. Please be sure to read 

the additional information enclosed in this issue regarding report cards, how to get the most out of your parent conference, and 

changes to the daily schedule.   

 

 

Wow!  Until next time… 

 

Nancy  ☺ 
 





 

KIDS Group  
 

Kids In Divorce and Separation: the KIDS Group  

at Whiting Lane School is forming for the 2016-2017  

school year. The KIDS Group is for children whose  

families are experiencing separation from other family  

members due to divorce, separation, death of a loved one or 

other circumstances of loss. Children experiencing separation 

are often in need of extra caring at a time when parents are also 

struggling with difficult issues. Children in grades 1-5 join 

together weekly after school in a safe and positive club-like 

setting with other children experiencing family adjustments. 

There is no charge, but parent/guardian permission is  

required. The program is facilitated by Mrs. Colleen Murphy 

Hilliard, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist from  

The Bridge Family Center.  
 

For more information, please contact Janet Gregorian-

Michaelsen, School Social Worker at Whiting Lane School 

at Janet_Gregorian-Michaelsen@whps.org or   

860-233-8541 (x 5862). 
 

The KIDS Group will meet after school from 3:20 - 4:20 pm  

on Thursdays beginning on December 1, 2016. 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

Please refer to the 2016-2017 WHPS Elementary Handbook 

(page 8) for detailed guidelines on when to keep your child 

home from school. 

 

When should I keep my child home from school? 

 

If your child has flu symptoms (fever, chills, cough, headache, 

or muscle aches that often come on quickly) keep him or her 

home. If your child has a cold (stuffy nose, sneezing, sore 

throat, cough, often coming on gradually), there is no fever  

for 24 hours, symptoms are mild, and your child is alert,  

then he or she may attend school. 
 

Germs are spread from person to person through  

coughing, sneezing, direct contact and occasionally from  

contaminated surfaces. The flu vaccine is the best way  

to prevent your child from getting the flu. To prevent the 

spread of colds and flu, practice good hand washing, disinfect 

frequently touched surfaces, cover nose and mouth with a  

tissue or cough into your sleeve. Ensure that there is no sharing 

of cups, water bottles or utensils. Stay healthy by obtaining 

sufficient rest, exercise and maintaining good nutrition  

and fluid intake. 

  

If you have any questions, please feel free to call us at 

860-233-8541. 

 

Nancy Driska, RN,  Karen Fiori, RN, Lisa Nowak, RN 

Whiting Lane and ELC School Nurses  

 

ELC Lottery Applications 

 

The Early Learning Center at Whiting Lane School and  

Aiken Elementary School is now accepting applications for  

the 2017-2018 school year. The program is family centered  

and has half day sessions that meet four days a week.   

A lottery will be conducted in January. 

 

To be considered for the program, children must be three years 

old by September 1, 2017, toilet-trained by the start of the 

school year and exhibit age-appropriate language, social and 

play skills. All applicants must participate in a play-based 

screening prior to being considered for the lottery selection.  

 

If you are interested, please contact Pam Macca at  

860-233-1455. The application process will close on  

November 30, 2016.   

 

Safety Reminders 

 

Please remember that students who are walkers must leave  

the premises at dismissal unless their parent/guardian is  

there to supervise them while they play on school grounds. 

 

Parents/guardians are reminded that public school grounds  

 become public parks once students are dismissed and the  

responsibility for supervision of their children shifts to them.   

 

Also, there is no re-entry into the building after dismissal  

for the bathroom, water fountain or nurse’s office. 

 

No Dogs Allowed 

 

Dogs are not allowed on school property, especially  

during arrival and dismissal times.   
 

Students may be allergic and/or very scared of dogs.  

 

 

  Sweets for Soldiers 

 

 

  Once again, we are sending our leftover Halloween candy  

to a troop of deserving service men.   

 

We will be collecting leftover candy in the main office  

until Friday, November 11th.   



 

Dates to Remember 

 

11/3 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 3:20 - 4:15 pm Grade 4 Girl Scouts/Art room 

  

11/4 7:45 am  Grade 5 Strings 

 3:25 - 4:25 pm French Club/Art room 

 

11/7 8:40 - 11:30 am WL School Election Day Voting 

 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 3:50 - 5:30 pm Art Quest @ KPM 

  

11/8  Election Day - NO SCHOOL for students 

  

11/9 7:45 am  Grade 5 Band 

 6:30 - 7:30 pm Cub Scouts/cafe 

  

11/10 7:45 am  Grade 4 & 5 Choir 

   School Picture Retake Day 

 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 7:00 pm  PTO Meeting/Library  

  

11/11 7:45 am  Grade 5 Strings 

 10:00 am  Veteran’s Day Assembly/gym 

 3:25 - 4:25 pm French Club/Art room 

 

11/14 2:45 pm  Birthday Party/cafe 

 3:50 - 5:30 pm Art Quest @ KPM 

  

11/15 7:45 am  Grade 4 & 5 Choirs 

 1:30 pm  EARLY DISMISSAL 

 6:00 - 7:30 pm Bear Den Meeting/cafe 

  

11/16 7:45 am  Grade 5 Band 

 6:30 - 7:30 pm Cub Scouts/cafe 

  

11/17 1:30 pm  EARLY DISMISSAL 

 1:30 - 2:30 pm Grade 4 Girl Scouts/Art room 

 7:00 pm  Turkey Bingo/Auditorium  

   

11/18 7:45 am  Grade 5 Strings 

 1:30 pm  EARLY DISMISSAL 

 1:30 - 2:30 pm French Club/Art room 

 

11/21 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 3:50 - 5:30 pm Art Quest @ KPM 

 

11/22 7:45 am  Grade 4 & 5 Choirs 

 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 

11/23 7:45 am  Grade 5 Band 

  

11/24 - 11/25 NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Recess  

 

 

 

Newsletter Submissions 

 

Our next publication will be the “mini” newsletter. 
 

  Submission Deadline      Publication Date 

     11/15        11/17 

 

Parent Conference Week Dismissal Times 

 

Whiting Lane will dismiss children at the following times  

during parent teacher conference week: 
 

 Monday, November 14th  3:20 pm 

 Tuesday, November 15th    1:30 pm 

 Wednesday, November 16th 2:00 pm 

 Thursday, November 17th  1:30 pm 

 Friday, November 18th  1:30 pm 

 

The ELC will follow a SHORTENED DAY schedule on  

November 15th, 17th and 18th: 
   

AM Classes:  9:00 - 11:00 am 

PM Classes:  11:45 - 1:45 pm 

FULL DAY Classes:  9:00 - 1:45 pm 

 

On Monday, 11/14, the ELC will follow a regular schedule. 

ELC students who attend school on Wednesdays will follow 

their regular Wednesday schedule. 

 

PTO Meeting 

 

The next PTO Meeting is Thursday, November 10, 2016  

at 7:00 pm in the Whiting Lane Library - all are welcome  

and invited to attend. We hope to see you there! 

 

 Change the Time,  

 Change Your Batteries! 
 

A good “time” to check the batteries in your smoke  

and C.O. detectors is when we turn back our clocks -  

Daylight Saving Time ends on November 6, 2016.  

 

Homework Center 

 

There is no Homework Center on  Monday, 11/14,  

Tuesday, 11/15 and Thursday, 11/17 because of 

Parent Teacher conferences. 



 

Outstanding Whiting Lane Students (OWLS) 

 

As part of our school-wide effort to explicitly teach  

and motivate the students to live our code of being “respectful 

and responsible, making good choices and always taking care 

of each other,” the faculty and staff have been handing out blue 

OWLETs (Outstanding Whiting Lane Expectation Tickets).   

The students are handed an OWLET when they have been  

observed living our code. On Friday afternoons, the number  

of tickets earned by Whiting Lane/ELC students is  

totaled. Three tickets are pulled at random and the lucky  

winners are announced over the loud speaker. The three  

winners receive a special OWL water bottle. A group photo  

of the winners for each month will be taken and displayed  

on a bulletin board in the main office. 

 

Please join our Whiting Lane and ELC Community as we  

congratulate our October OWLS winners: 

Sam A., Brennan C., Molly G., Kevin D., 

Cassidy G., Reid H., Juliette W., Blair F.,  

Dylan S., Jack D., Sunny T. and Samar M. 
 

The following bus students were recognized for  

demonstrating outstanding bus behavior in October: 

Jeremiah M., Divit K., David P. and Calvin D. 

 

Grade 3-5 Town Wide  

Cross Country Run 

 

Congratulations to the following Whiting Lane students  

who participated in the Town Wide Cross Country Run  

for Grades 3-5 at Charter Oak School on October 19th: 
 

Nathan Y., Sayde D., Veronica N., Kylie A., Isabel O.,  

Max N., Edward M., Casey P., Cody B., Tyson F., Brody G., 

Colin L., Jatniel M., Jack W-C., Michael O., Leilannie L.,  

Patrick L., Lexie S., Jack S., Logan I., Bennett S., Omar A., 

Charlotte S., Katelyn H., Sander H. and Hunter I. 

 

 

        School Picture Day 

 

 

Absentee/Retake Day is Thursday, November 10, 2016. 

 

Students who were absent on School Picture Day must  

bring a completed order form with payment enclosed  

to the photographer on Retake Day. If you need an  

order form, they are available in the main office. 

 

 

West Hartford SEPTO (Special Education  

Parent Teacher Organization) 

 

Friday, November 4, 2016  9:30 - 10:30 am  
 

“Coffee and Conversation” at Panera Bread, Bishops Corner.  
 

The first Friday of the month, parents of children receiving 

special educations services meet for coffee and a chance to  

talk and make friends in a casual setting. We generally meet  

in the back of the restaurant. Come join us! 

 

 

 Notes from the Music Room 

 

Welcome to “Notes from the Music Room!”  

You can ask your students about what they are learning in  

music class. Every month the students learn about a famous 

musician in history. We will continue to talk about Duke  

Ellington in November. Please ask your student(s) what  

they have learned about him! 

 

Here is a song for each grade that you can ask your  

student(s) to sing for you! 
 

 Kindergarten - “5 Little Pumpkins” 

 1st Grade - “See Saw” 

 2nd Grade - “Lucy Locket” 

 3rd Grade - “Hot Cross Buns ” 

 4th Grade - “Liza Jane” 

 5th Grade - “On a Mountain” 

 

Combined Grade 4 & 5 Choir Rehearsals 

 

Starting in November, there will be combined 4th and 5th 

grade choir rehearsals from 7:45-8:30 am in the auditorium.  

 

Thank you, 

Ms. Rooklidge 

 

 Turkey Bingo 

 Thursday, November 17, 2016 

 Whiting Lane Auditorium 

 7:00 pm 

 

It’s that time of year again - come try your luck at  

Turkey Bingo! Your entrance fee is one canned  

or non-perishable food item per person. 

 

As with all PTO sponsored events, children must  

be accompanied by an adult. Thank you! 










