
Greetings from the Interim Principal                 January 12, 2017 

“Tomorrow is the first blank page of a 365 page book. Write a good one.”  
( ~ Brad Paisley, Country Music singer & songwriter) 

 

Happy New Year, Friends! 
 

WOW! I’m having a little trouble recognizing the reality that it’s 2017. Wasn’t life as we know it scheduled to come to a screeching 
halt at the start of the new millennium? How can that already be 17 years ago? Almost two decades have passed and as our quote 
reminds us, once again, we are given an opportunity to begin again. While I’m not much of a believer in New Year’s Resolutions, I 
do believe that this time of year gives me pause to stop and ask myself, “How’s it goin’?” All things considered, pretty good. I may 
be a little older, a little shorter (and, yes, a little heavier - ugh!) but what I’ve got is enough. If you’ve never heard or read the Bob 
Perks Poem “I Wish You Enough,” here it is as my 2017 gift for you to reflect upon. If you’d like a heart-wrenching account of its 
history, go to https://www.giftofireland.com/2016/02/09/wish-enough-poem/.  
  

“I wish you enough 

I wish you enough sun to keep your attitude bright no matter how grey the day may appear. 

I wish you enough rain to appreciate the sun even more. 

I wish you enough happiness to keep your spirit alive and everlasting. 

I wish you enough pain so that even the smallest of joys in life may appear bigger. 

I wish you enough gain to satisfy your wanting. 

I wish you enough loss to appreciate all that you possess. 

I wish you enough hellos to get you through the final good-bye.” 

 

The last two sentences are undeniably sad and yes, undeniably sad is a natural part of life, particularly when it comes to loss. We 
have many families who, unfortunately, have been on the leaner side of enough this year. I take particular pride in knowing that we 
work hard to reach out and help every member of our little community. So please, if you know of someone who needs our support, 
never ever hesitate to contact me to discuss how we might assist. Hopefully, you will recognize and appreciate enough sun, rain, 
happiness, pain and gain to successfully manage whatever sadness crosses your and your neighbor’s path.    
  

Enough sad - time to move on to happy! There are few things that create more joy than when our students are recognized for their 
pay-it-forward activities. Our awesome paraprofessional, Sue Hermann, recently received a thank you letter from “Operation 
Gratitude” for Whiting Lane’s overwhelming collection of 70 pounds of candy that became part of 200,000 care packages sent to  
our brave men and women who are serving or have served in the armed forces. We really do know how to take care of each other, 
particularly those who work so hard to keep us safe. 
  

Stay tuned for the winner of our very first Whiting Lane Cheer contest to be announced prior to our upcoming Pep Rally on January 
30th. Now, in addition to a very commendable School Code, we will have a really cool School Cheer. We are also focusing on Math 
this year and introducing a Monthly Math Challenge. Read about it later in this issue and take the opportunity each month to enjoy 
some family fun! Who’s better than us? No one, I’m thinkin’! 
 

One last thing to consider:   
“He who knows that enough is enough will always have enough.” Lao Tzu 

 

Until next time… 

 

 

Nancy ;-) 
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Please refer to the 2016-2017 WHPS Elementary Handbook 
(page 8) for detailed guidelines on when to keep your child 

home from school. 
 

When should I keep my child home from school? 

 

If your child has flu symptoms (fever, chills, cough, headache, 
or muscle aches that often come on quickly) keep him or her 

home. If your child has a cold (stuffy nose, sneezing, sore 
throat, cough, often coming on gradually), there is no fever  

for 24 hours, symptoms are mild, and your child is alert,  
then he or she may attend school. 

 

Germs are spread from person to person through  
coughing, sneezing, direct contact and occasionally from  
contaminated surfaces. The flu vaccine is the best way  

to prevent your child from getting the flu. To prevent the 
spread of colds and flu, practice good hand washing, disinfect 

frequently touched surfaces, cover nose and mouth with a  
tissue or cough into your sleeve. Ensure that there is no sharing 

of cups, water bottles or utensils. Stay healthy by obtaining 
sufficient rest, exercise and maintaining good nutrition  

and fluid intake. 
  

If you have any questions, please feel free to call us at 
860-233-8541. 

 

Nancy Driska, RN,  Karen Fiori, RN, Lisa Nowak, RN 

Whiting Lane and ELC School Nurses  

 

News from Technology Services 

Public Act 16-189 

 

We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford  
Public Schools to be able to efficiently and effectively use  

digital tools that empower them in all phases of the learning 
process, including research, problem solving, content creation, 

communication, and collaboration. We also believe that we 
must be committed at all times to protecting students' privacy 

and providing them with a powerful and safe educational  
experience. To that end, the West Hartford Public Schools  

follow the legal requirements of Public Act 16-189 to  
promote the safety and security of all students and staff. 

 

In compliance with Connecticut State Law, we update online 
programs used within the district that house student data.  
The programs may be used district-wide, in a very small  

number of classrooms, or with individual students. The list  
will be updated each time the district enters into a new contract 

where student data is housed. For more information on the  
specifics of Public Act 16-189 and updates of vendor  

agreements, visit www.whps.org/pa189. 

 

Special Notice to 5th Grade Parents 

Bristow Middle School Enrollment Process 

 

Bristow Middle School will be holding its enrollment for  
the incoming 6th graders in January. Bristow Middle School  
is a school of choice, drawing its diverse population from all 

neighborhoods in West Hartford. In the 2017-2018 school year, 
Bristow will enroll 420 students in grades 6 through 8.   

 

All 5th graders who reside in West Hartford and are attending 
West Hartford Public Schools are automatically included in 

this process. Other 5th graders who reside in West Hartford and 
attend a private, parochial or inter district magnet school like 

The University of Hartford Magnet School are also  
eligible, although they need to apply to be included in the  
process and verify they reside in West Hartford with our  

Residency Office. 

 

Each 5th grader will receive a number randomly, which will 
establish the choice order. This number will be mailed home to 
parents on January 19, 2017. In order to help parents make an 

informed choice, two informational meetings will be held  
at Bristow Middle School on Monday, March 6, 2017 and 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 at 6:30 pm. Parents can choose to 
attend either of these meetings as they are both the same.  

Students are invited to attend these meetings with their parents. 

We recommend you attend one regardless of the number 

your child receives so you are prepared in case we get to 

your child’s number. 

 

For information about Bristow and full details about how  
this enrollment process works, please visit the Bristow website 

at http://bristow.whps.org. You can also call or email the  
principal, Steven Cook, at 860-231-2100 or  

Steven_Cook@whps.org. 
 

 

Nervous about middle school? 

Unsure what to expect? 

Want some answers? 

  

Please join the three principals of the West Hartford Middle 
Schools at one of the two upcoming information nights. 

Topics at each meeting will include: MS transition planning, 
schedules and classes, and parenting teens. 

 

This event is open to ALL West Hartford parents  
of current 5th graders and is a parent-only event.  

 

Please plan to attend one of the following sessions:  

 

January 26th, 7:00 - 8:00 pm - Whiting Lane School  

 

February 2nd, 7:00 - 8:00 pm - Duffy School 



 

Dates to Remember 

 

1/12 8:00 - 8:30 am Grade 4 & 5 Choirs 

 8:45 am - 1:00 pm Grade 4 to State Capitol and 

   CT Museum of History 

 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 3:20 - 4:20 pm KIDS Group/Room 1 

 3:20 - 4:30 pm Grade 4 Girl Scouts/Art room 

 6:00 - 7:30 pm Townwide Chess Club/cafe 

 7:00 pm  PTO Meeting/Library 

   

1/16  NO SCHOOL - Martin Luther King Day 

 

1/17 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 6:00 - 7:30 pm Bear Den Meeting/cafe 

   

1/18 9:30 - 10:15 am ELC Play Based Observations 

 10:45 - 11:30 am ELC Play Based Observations 

 6:30 - 7:30 pm Cub Scouts/cafe 

   

1/19 8:00 - 8:30 am Grade 4 & 5 Choirs 

 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 3:20 - 4:20 pm KIDS Group/Room 1 

 3:20 - 4:30 pm Grade 5 Girl Scouts/Art room 

 6:00 - 7:30 pm Townwide Chess Club/cafe 

 

1/20 6:30 pm  Family Movie Night/Auditorium 

  

1/23 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 3:30 - 4:30 pm Chess Club/cafe 

 3:50 - 5:30 pm Art Quest @ KPM 

 6:00 - 7:00 pm Kindergarten Daisies/cafe 

   

1/24 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

    

1/25 6:30 - 7:30 pm Cub Scouts/cafe 

   

1/26 8:00 - 8:30 am Grade 4 & 5 Choirs 

 3:20 - 4:15 pm Homework Center/Room 4 

 3:20 - 4:20 pm KIDS Group/Room 1 

 3:20 - 4:30 pm Grade 4 Girl Scouts/Art room 

 6:00 - 7:30 pm Townwide Chess Club/cafe 

 7:00 pm  Meet the Middle School Principals/ 
   Whiting Lane Auditorium 

 

1/27 2:45 pm  Birthday Party/cafe 

 3:25 - 4:25 pm French Club/Art room  

 

 

Newsletter Submissions 

 

Our next publication will be the “mini” newsletter. 

 

  Submission Deadline      Publication Date 

     1/24        1/26 

 

Early Closing/Delay of School Opening 

 

The superintendent of schools determines the necessity  
for a delayed opening or emergency closing of school due  

to weather conditions or some other emergency.   
 

Announcements regarding school opening delays or closings  
are also made over local radio and television stations.    

 

This information also may be accessed by visiting the WHPS 
website at www.whps.org for school closings, cancellations 

and additional information. 
 

Please do not call the school office for information on   

early closings/delay of school openings. 

 

If there is a delayed opening, before school activities are  
cancelled. If there is a delayed opening on a Wednesday,  
students will be dismissed at the regular time - 2:00 pm. 

 

If there is an early dismissal, after school activities are  
cancelled and WLEDC is closed.  

 

Please be sure to be informed of delayed openings/school  
closings/early dismissals using the sources listed above. 

 

Please be sure to discuss with your children the plan for  

your family if schools are closed early.  

 

 

Attention ELC Parents 

 

If there is a delayed opening due to inclement weather,  
ELC morning classes will be cancelled and afternoon classes 

will meet from 12:15 - 2:45 pm. All full day students  
will come in at the delayed opening time. 

 

If we have an early dismissal, ELC morning classes will  
dismiss at their usual  time (11:30 am) and afternoon classes 

are cancelled. Full day students will dismiss at 1:00 pm. 
 

If a parent meeting, itinerant services or PPT meeting is  
scheduled during the delayed or missed hours, that session 

or meeting is cancelled and will be rescheduled.  

  

    Kindergarten Alert 

 

 

 

If you have a child who is eligible to enter Kindergarten  
in the fall of 2017 (five years of age on or before 1/1/18), 
please call the school office at 860-233-8541 as soon as  
possible so that we may add your child’s name to our  

incoming kindergarten list. 
  



  
Recess Policy  

 

The recess policy dictates that all students will go outside  

for recess if the temperature is above 20 degrees. Children 

should be dressed appropriately to spend time outdoors.   

Warm jackets, hats, and gloves are required in cold weather.   

 

Children who are well enough to attend school should be  

well enough to be outside for recess. Exceptions for medical 

reasons, with a doctor’s note, will be made. 

 

SEPTO News 

 

 

 

 

 

Transition Planning 

  Pre School-Elementary-Middle-High- 

Post Secondary School 
 

February 1, 2017  

7:00 pm 

Sedgwick Middle School 

128 Sedgwick Road 

 

Please join SEPTO and Pupil Services on February 1, 2017  

for the Annual Transition Night. Transition Night is  
scheduled for West Hartford parents of children transitioning to 

Kindergarten, Middle School, High School and Post-High 
School programs. Gretchen Nelson, Director of Pupil Services, 

and school personnel will discuss the transition process and 
programs available to students receiving special education  

services at each level. 

 

West Hartford Celebrates  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Join us for the 21st annual celebration of  Dr. Martin Luther 
King's life on Monday, January 16, 2017, 10:00 - 11:30 am,  

at the West Hartford Town Hall Auditorium,  
50 South Main Street.  

 

Evening Community Conversation 

 

Join us for an evening of storytelling to hear the voice of  
the "Other" as an avenue to encourage open dialogue about  

the strengths and complexities of our community's diversity.   
This thought-provoking event will take place on Monday,  

January 16, 2017 from 7:00 - 8:30 pm, at the  
Solomon Schechter Day School of Greater Hartford,  

26 Buena Vista Road, West Hartford.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whiting Lane Security Corner  
 

Parents, guardians, and siblings who pick up  
students at the end of the day ARE NOT permitted 

to enter the school through any entrance other 

than the main doors located near the front office. 

Students are aware that if a parent is not present for 
pickup at the designated time, they are to go to the 
office and wait there until caretakers arrive. Parents 
having legitimate school business during dismissal 

time are still required to sign into the office and  
obtain a visitor’s pass prior to entering any of the 

school’s hallways or classrooms.  
 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated  
cooperation.  

 

Save the Date!  Off to Kindergarten - WHPS’s 

Annual Kindergarten Transition Meeting 

 

Parents/guardians of the West Hartford Public School  
Kindergarten Class of 2017-2018 are encouraged to attend  

"Off to Kindergarten" - WHPS’s annual Kindergarten  
Transition Meeting on Monday, January 30th from  

6:30 - 8:00 pm in the Town Hall. 
 

At the meeting, parents/guardians will learn more about  
the kindergarten experience, the registration process, and  

ways to help your family prepare for kindergarten.   
 

Free on-site childcare, sponsored by Great by 8, will be  
available by reservation on a first-come, first-served basis.  

To register for the event (and childcare if needed),  

please e-mail rsvpgreatby8@gmail.com. 

  

In the event of inclement weather, we will e-mail a  
cancellation notice as soon as possible, and the meeting  

will be held on Monday, February 6th. 



 

Outstanding Whiting Lane Students (OWLS) 

 

As part of our school-wide effort to explicitly teach  
and motivate the students to live our code of being “respectful 
and responsible, making good choices and always taking care 

of each other,” the faculty and staff have been handing out blue 
OWLETs (Outstanding Whiting Lane Expectation Tickets).   

The students are handed an OWLET when they have been  
observed living our code. On Friday afternoons, the number  

of tickets earned by Whiting Lane/ELC students is  
totaled. Three tickets are pulled at random and the lucky  
winners are announced over the loud speaker. The three  

winners receive a special OWL water bottle. A group photo  
of the winners for each month will be taken and displayed  

on a bulletin board in the main office. 
 

Please join our Whiting Lane and ELC Community as we  
congratulate our December OWLS winners: 

Ethan B., Gabriela A., Ben L., Ella H., Dailyn Z.,  
Rebekah J., Gwyneth P., Kaiden B., Jared S.,  

Hubert W., Rana A. and Avery K. 
 

The following bus students were recognized for  
demonstrating outstanding bus behavior in December: 

Jesus R., Kayden S-T. and Angel E-Q. 

 

Informational Flyers/Booklets 

 

⇒ January Lunch Menu 

⇒ French Club Registration Form 

⇒ Vacation Science Camps @ Children’s Museum 

⇒ YMCA Program Info/ Registration Forms 

 

Family Movie Night 
Friday, January 20, 2017 

6:30 pm 

Whiting Lane Auditorium 

 

The Peanuts Movie (rated G) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join your WL/ELC friends for a free movie night in 

the Whiting Lane Auditorium. All children must be  

accompanied and supervised by an adult.  
No outside food or drinks allowed.   

The PTO will provide water and snacks. 
 

 

 

     Parlez-vous Français? 

 

 

Whiting Lane PTO After School French Club 

 

This program is a relaxed and fun way to learn French with  
the wonderfully engaging Madame Laura Schwartz. 

 

Classes for grades K - 5 will be held on Fridays  
from 3:25 - 4:25 pm from 1/27 through 5/5. 

 

To sign up for the 14 week winter/spring term, complete a 

registration form (check your youngest child’s backpack this 
week) and submit a payment of $140 (checks made payable  
to Whiting Lane PTO). Return the form and payment  in an 
envelope marked “French Club” and send it to school with 

your child, or drop off the envelope in the main office. 
 

There is a high demand for the classe, which fills early, so  
submit your registration soon! Enrollment is not confirmed 
until both the completed form and payment are received.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact Jane Makari  
at MLCmom@comcast.net or 860-231-0172. 

 

 

Announcing Whiting Lane’s 

First Math Challenge! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for the first Math Challenge coming home with  
your child. Families are encouraged to work together on  
the challenges at home, and turn them in by the due date.  
Please look for the due date at the bottom of the page and  

have your child turn it in to their teacher. Every grade level  
will have a different question to complete. All answers will  
be reviewed and then, from the accurate responses, one will 

 be randomly selected from each grade level. The winner from 
each grade level will be announced at a future assembly.  
Grade levels with the greatest participation will also earn  

a Math Homework Pass!  

 

PTO Meeting 

 

Please join us at the PTO Meeting TONIGHT at 7:00 pm  
in the school library. We hope to see you there!  







  










