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     June 20, 2013 

Dear Webster Hill Families, 
 

The year of the “upstander”! 
 

We had a record year in terms of participation on last spring’s family survey.  Thank you!  
While the majority of the survey results were extremely positive and encouraging, one area 
stood out for us to focus on.  A relative weakness expressed by families was the lack of 
support offered by children if they witnessed or overheard negative comments made by 
others.  There is a big difference between being a “bystander” and an “upstander”.  A 
bystander hears a negative comment and while they don’t join in, they also don’t help im-
prove the situation.   
 
We want all children to become “Upstanders” and move from silence to action. 
“Bystanders contribute to the problem. Upstanders stop the problem. Research shows 
that others speaking out or taking action stops bullying behavior over half the time 
within seconds!   It takes courage to be an upstander. Upstanders are kids who do some-
thing that prevents or reduces the bullying they see, or comes to the aid of another child 
who is being bullied by showing them kindness. Moving from being a bystander to becom-
ing an upstander may not happen overnight. It may start with becoming more aware of the 
bullying behavior and how it is affecting the lives of the victims. Upstanders are able to see 
the pain the victim experiences and take action.” (Together Against Bullying) 
 

How do you support your child to be an upstander?  Great question!  Here are some strategies 

you can suggest: 

 

Take action by telling the bully to stop 

There are simple ways to speak up.  Phrases like, “We don’t do that here.”,  “That’s not fun-

ny.”,  or “Stop.  That’s mean.”  send a quick and clear message. Talk with your child to find the 

phrase that works best for them.  Having a plan makes it easier to execute.  
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Take action by getting others to stand up with them to the bully 

When a mean comment is made, other kids tend to laugh at this behavior. That encour-

ages the bully.  Simply saying, “That’s not funny.” or “That was mean.” is very power-

ful.  In this case, the upstander is encouraging others to follow suit by being a role mod-

el.  When one student stands up for the victim, it clears a path for others.   

 

Take action by shifting the focus and redirecting the bully away from the victim 

If someone is being mean at recess (excluding someone or not playing fairly), the up-

stander can simply say to the victim, “Let’s go play over there.”  The victim will feel 

supported and you are removing yourself without having to confront the bully or engag-

ing in dialogue.  Not everyone feels comfortable doing that.   

 

Take action by telling an adult who can help 

On our annual survey, 99% of students said they have at least one adult they could go to 

if they were bullied or saw someone being bullied.  98% were able to name at least 3 

adults.  Always encourage your child to tell a trusted adult.   

 

Becoming an upstander… 

1. Takes courage - Telling a friend who is bullying to stop is hard. They may be mad at you. 

But at least you won't feel guilty for being silent and allowing the bullying to continue. And you 

will be doing your friend a huge favor in the end by helping them stop really hurtful behavior. 

2. Takes action - Doing something that does not support the bullying can be a really small 

intervention with big results! Three words - “That is bullying” - can cause others to recognize 

the problem. 

3. Takes assertiveness - Telling a friend how their behavior makes you feel and how it affects 

others requires being able to use your voice! 

4. Takes compassion - Upstanders have the gift of compassion. They recognize when some-

one is hurt and take steps to help. 

5. Takes leadership - Upstanders are leaders in their social group, helping others to recognize 

ways to get along and be supportive to others. 

I look forward to see everyone on Curriculum Night on Thursday, September 15. 

 

    Jeff
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First Day Packets! 
 

Your youngest child brought home a First Day Packet envelope of 
information and forms for your review and completion. Please be 
sure to complete and return the following forms to your child’s 
classroom teacher if you have not already done so: 
 
 Student Emergency Information Sheet 
 Free & Reduced Lunch Application (if applicable) 
 Photo Release/Web Release Form 

 Dates To Remember 
 
  Sept. 15 Curriculum Night  5:30– 7:45 starts in the auditorium 
 Sept. 20  Picture Day   Morning 
 Sept. 23 Fall Festival   5:00-7:00 school grounds 

 

SCHOOL HOURS 
Grades Pre K—5 
M, T, Th, F 8:35 a.m.—3:20 p.m. 
W  8:35 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 

Before School supervision is provided  
beginning at 8:20 a.m. 

 
Please bring your child to the office if you  
arrive after 8:35 a.m.  The student will be  

recorded as tardy. 

Monthly Lunch Menu 

 
Please visit http://

websterhill.whps.org/ 

for our monthly lunch 

menu.  Under School In-

fo, choose  Lunch Menu 

Curriculum Night 
September 15, 2016 

5:30-6:00 Please join us in the auditorium to meet all the  
non-classroom teachers 

6:10-6:55- Session 1 
7:00-7:45- Session 2 

http://websterhill.whps.org/
http://websterhill.whps.org/
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COMMUNICATION 
  
 Office   Fax 
 (860) 521-0320 (860) 561-1230   
   
 

 Attendance   Email 
 (860) 929-5828 firstname_lastname@whps.org 
 
Please call the Attendance number to report your child’s absences.  If we have not  
received a call regarding your child’s absence, calls will be made to homes for  
verification. It is important that the office is notified of any absences or changes to  
dismissal plans not just the teachers.  

Vacant Seat Program  
 

Application Start date is Monday, October 3, 2016 
 
The West Hartford Public Schools vacant seat program utilizes availa-
ble space on school buses.  This program allows students to ride bus-
es, where space is available, who under the West Hartford Public 
Schools Transportation policy are not eligible for transportation.  No additional bus stops are 
added to the routes for this program. 
 
Interested parents should contact the West Hartford Public Schools Transportation Office at 
(860) 561-6647 for additional information on or after October 3rd.  Requests are taken in this 
office by telephone on a first come, first served basis starting at 8:00 am.  

Please remember 

to return to 

school your 

child’s summer 

reading forms. 
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Joesph Tavera—Library Media Specialist 
 
Mr. Tavera is excited to join Webster Hill as Library Media Specialist!  He previ-
ously served as a primary and intermediate teacher at Braeburn.  Prior to his 
time in West Hartford Public Schools, Mr. Tavera taught mddle school math and 
science as well as technology and library to grades PK-8.  Mr. Tavera earned 
both a B.S. Elementary Education and M.S. Educational Technology from Central 
Connecticut State University.  He completed graduate coursework in school-
based Library Media from Fairfield University and Southern Connecticut State 
University.  Mr. Tavera enjoys reading, volunteering, spending time with his fam-
ily, and is excited to learn and grow with your children!  

Molly DeNello —Interim Art Teacher 
 
Ms. DeNello is coming to West Hartford from Central Connecticut State Universi-
ty where she graduated as a President’s List student. While attending CCSU, Ms. 
DeNello traveled abroad twice, studying art across the continent of Australia and 
volunteered within several schools, grades K-College, in Jamaica’s Montego Bay 
area. She has recently contributed artwork to Real Art Ways Gallery and contin-
ues to create paintings and pottery in her free time. Molly loves to write, cook 
and spend time with her family. She is elated to be working in West Hartford and 
looks forward to all the opportunities and wonderful experiences to come. 

Melissa Rooklidge—Part Time Music 
 

Ms. Rooklidge teaches general music and choir at Whiting Lane Elementary 
School in West Hartford. She will be teaching music to Ms. Labriola's and Ms. L'E-
toile's kindergarten classes this year. Ms. Rooklidge spent this past summer at 
Florida State University in Tallahassee, Florida working on her Master's degree in 
Music Education. She loves to sing, dance, go on hikes, and spend time with her 
husband, Dann and dog, Griffin. She is very excited to join Webster Hill this year 
and looking forward to a wonderful year!  


