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UPSTANDER UPDATE! 

 
If you don’t know what an “upstander” is, please refer to the September issue of The Connection.  
You missed a very important article. We asked for your help in encouraging children to be up-
standers.  Here’s what we are working on at school: 
 

1. We are talking a lot more about upstanders and encouraging the role of the upstander.  
Through Morning Meeting discussions, videos and Second Step lessons (our district’s 
anti-bullying curriculum), we are being more explicit about what it means to be an up-
stander. 

2. During our “Back to School” assembly, I read the book, “Have You Filled a Bucket 
Today?”  The bucket theory, PBIS efforts, STRIVE recognition, and being an up-
stander are all closely alinged.  This was discussed at the assembly and reinforced by   
teachers. 

3. Speaking of STRIVE, our goal is to recognize more upstanders this year through 
STRIVE recognition.  This sends all students a message that being an upstander is  
important and valued at Webster Hill School. 

 
Unfamiliar with STRIVE or the Bucket Theory?  Visit our website’s Frequently Asked Questions 
page to learn more!  
 
This summer, I had the privilege of coaching youth softball here in West Hartford and I even had 
two Webster Hill alums on the team.  In the pre-game speech before our first game, I told the 
players I would be moving them around to different positions and putting them in roles they had 
never played before.  I saw the panic on some of their faces.  I followed up with a very important 
message.  “I know you will make mistakes.  Mistakes are good.  It means you are learning.  None 
of your coaches will be upset with you when you make a mistake.  Every mistake is an opportunity 
to learn.  If you never made mistakes, you would never grow.”  Over time, the girls realized I 
meant what I said and they all had multiple opportunities to try something new and grow.  This 
message is also important in school and at home.  In school, if kids work hard to avoid mistakes, 
they are significantly limiting their growth potential.  As teachers, it is our responsibility to provide 
opportunities for students to struggle and even fail sometimes (and then see their teachers cele-
brate that struggle).  At home, parents can reinforce this message by how we give praise to our 
kids.  Instead of telling children that they are smart, teachers and parents should focus on the par-
ticular strategies children have used.  Instead of saying “you are so smart”, it is more effective to 
say, “You worked really hard on that” or “I love how you were thinking.”  We want kids to learn 
at a very young age that they don’t need to fear and avoid mistakes.  We don’t want to jump in and 
constantly save our kids before they make a mistake.  We also don’t want kids to see intelligence as 

http://www.whps.org/page.cfm?p=3390
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something that they have or don’t have.  “I’m just not a math person.”  “I’m not a very good writ-
er.”  “I can’t draw.”  “I can’t sing.”  Instead, we want kids to see that everything and everyone has 
growth potential.  Help us send the message that having a strong work ethic, demonstrating persis-
tence, not giving up, and being around loving adults who believe in them and encourage them is a 
powerful way to go through life.    

The following students  have earned  STRIVE recognition  

for the month of August & September 

 
 Hannah L.   Kaitlyn S.    Michael Z. 
 
 Angela M.   Joel P.    Diamond S. 
 
 Carolyn C.A.   Georgina M.Q.                   Tyson K. 
 
 Mr. S    Nick S.    Camila S. 
 
 Luciana G.   Ruhee L.    Ysabela M. 
 
 Charlotte W.   Bruce J.    Letycia D. 
 
 Camila Z.                        Amalia L.    Omar H. 
 
 Marin B.   Henry T.    Travale G. 
 
 Rowan B.   Nina O.    John B. 
 
 Fiona M.  

InView Test of Cognitive Skills 

 
During the third week of October, all third graders will take the InView Test of 

Cognitive Skills. It is part of our townwide testing program and the purpose of the 

test is to provide information on students' ability to think rather than on their 

achievement. The test takes approximately two hours and is completed in multi-

ple sessions. Your assistance in assuring your child is well rested and present in 

school during this week will be helpful. 

Continued  from page 1 

Jeff 
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Dates to Remember . . . .  

 
Oct 6    EGG Group                           3:30-4:15pm  Room 9  

  ESOL Welcome Meeting   6:00-8:00pm   Cafeteria            

Oct 7   EGG Group                         7:45-8:30am    Room 20 

   Fall Festival   4:30-6:30pm    School Grounds 

Oct 10   No School 

             Columbus Day 

Oct 11  No School  

               Teacher- In- Service 

Oct 12  No School 

                   Yom Kippur 

Oct 17  Running Club                      3:20-4:30pm 

                PTO Meeting                       6:30pm              Media Center 

Oct 19  Mad Science                        2:00-3:00pm       Room 3         

Oct 18-21     Nature’s Classroom (Grade 5) 

Oct 24  Gr 4 Field Trip                    9-1:45pm        Westmoor  Park 

                  Running Club                      3:20-4:30pm                 

WEST HARTFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS TOWN WIDE CROSS COUNTRY RUN  
RUN FOR A HEALTHY AMERICA 

  
DATE:   WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2016  
  Rain date WEDNESDAY, November 2, 2016  
TIME:   Approximately 2:45 p.m.  
PLACE:   CHARTER OAK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
COURSE:  1 MILE COURSE FOR THE 4TH & 5TH GRADES  
  ½ MILE COURSE FOR 3RD GRADE  
TENTATIVE RACE ORDER: 5th grade, 4th grade, 3rd grade 
GRADE 5 RUN WILL START AT APPROXIMATELY 2:45 p.m.  
EACH RUN WILL TAKE APPROXIMATELY 15 MIN.  
TRANSPORTATION WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PARENT 
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  Read in the Gym On Thursdays mornings! 
 
Read in the Gym will begin on October 20 from 8:00 am-8:30 am in the gym.  All 

interested students (PreK-5) are invited to come before school every Thursday to READ!  This 

is a great opportunity for students to boost their love of reading.  Please be sure to bring a 

book and be ready to enjoy the time in the gym. 

Vacant Seat Program                                               

                                           
Application Start date is Monday, October 3, 2016 
 

The West Hartford Public Schools vacant seat program utilizes 

available space on school buses.  This program allows students to ride buses, where space is 

available, who under the West Hartford Public Schools Transportation policy are not eligible 

for transportation.  No additional bus stops are added to the routes for this program. 

 

Interested parents should contact the West Hartford Public Schools Transportation Office at 

(860) 561-6647 for additional information on or after October 3rd.  Requests are taken in this 

office by telephone on a first come, first served basis starting at 8:00 am.  

ELC Lottery Applications  
 
The Early Learning Center at Whiting Lane School and Aiken Ele-
mentary School is now accepting applications for the 2017-2018 
school year.  The program is family centered and has half day ses-
sions that meet four days a week.  A lottery will be conducted in 
January. 
 
To be considered for the program, children must be three years old by September 1, 
2017, toilet-trained by the start of the school year and exhibit age-appropriate lan-
guage, social and play skills. All applicants must participate in a play-based screening 
prior to being considered for the lottery selection.   If you are interested, please contact 
Pam Macca at (860) 233-1455.  The application process will close on November 30, 
2016.   
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