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     June 20, 2013 

 

Dear Webster Hill Families, 
 
Each December, when I consider a message for the Connection, I 
can’t compete with a favorite I came across many years back.  Here 
it is.  I hope you enjoy it as much as I do.   

 

 

 

 

Gifts That Remain 
 

The toy truck may soon be broken and the doll forgotten. Even roses will fade. But 
certain gifts remain. Given regularly, they brighten the home and add a gracious 

touch to a family living. Here are several ready to unwrap and spread their joy 
around: 
 

Time: A precious thing, your very own. To take time for each other, to give time, is 
simply to give yourself.  There is no substitute. 

 
Smiles: So inexpensive, yet how they warm the heart. They melt the tiny icicles of 

doubt and fear and aloneness. The ready smile wraps love around the spirit and 
seals it snugly. Give smiles whenever and wherever. 
 

Appreciation: A quick thank you, a kind word-both give assurance of being no-
ticed and wanted. Don’t let this gift stay locked up. Bring it out often. 

 
Understanding: A gentle, tender gift. Not all of us have it to give in great meas-
ure. But wonder of wonders, to give the little you have uncovers a lot. 

 

        Jeff 

December 8, 2016 
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Dates To Remember 
 
Dec. 8  Read in the Gym  8:00-8:30 am 
 
Dec. 12 Winter Concert Dress Rehearsal 
 
Dec. 14 Winter Concert  9:30 am  Auditorium 
  Mad Science   2:00-3:00  Room 3 
  Winter Concert  7:00 pm  Auditorium 
 
Dec. 15 Read in the Gym  8:00-8:30 am 
 
Dec. 16 Giving Tree Ends 
 
Dec. 19 PTO Meeting  6:30pm  Media Center 
 
Dec. 21 Mad Science   2:00-3:00 pm Room 3 
 
Dec. 22 Read in the Gym  8:00-8:30 am  
 
Dec.26- Holiday Recess  No School 
Jan.2   

INCOMING KINDERGARTEN FAMILIES 

If you have a child that is eligible to enter 
Kindergarten in the Fall of 2017 please 
call the office at (860) 521-0320 as soon 
as possible so we can add your child’s 
name to our incoming Kindergarten list. 
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The following students have earned STRIVE recognition for the month of       

November. 

 

Teagan A.  Cole D.  Morgan H.  Narayan G. 

 

Julian P.  Bruce J.  Hayden M.  Nicholas D.  

 

Paige W.  Kassie M.  Nolan R.  Ronan F. 

 

Sophie S.  Maya M.  Bella P.  Aaliyah M. 

 

Lily Z.  

News From Technology Servies: Update on Privacy Law 
 
Public Act 16-189 
We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently and 
effectively use digital tools that empower them in all phases of the learning process, including research, 
problem solving, content creation, communication, and collaboration. We also believe that we must be 
committed at all times to protecting students' privacy and providing them with a powerful and safe edu-
cational experience. To that end, the West Hartford Public Schools follow the legal requirements of Pub-
lic Act 16-189 to promote the safety and security of all students and staff. 

In compliance with Connecticut State Law, we update online programs used within the district that 
house student data. The programs may be used district-wide, in a very small number of classrooms, or 
with individual students. The list will be updated each time the district enters into a new contract where 
student data is housed. For more information on the specifics of Public Act 16-189 and updates of ven-
dor agreements, visit www.whps.org/pa189. 

Parent Leadership Training Institute (PLTI) Class of 2017 
 

Are you interested in making a difference in the lives of West Hartford children by expanding your pa-
rental toolbox to include leadership and advocacy skills? Then, we have a great opportunity for 
you.  The Parent Leadership Training Institute (PLTI) trains, inspires and empowers all parents to be-
come effective advocates for children.  To learn more about this dynamic program which begins in Jan-
uary, please contact Sara Barczak at sbarczak@bridgefamilycenter.org or call Charter Oak's Family Re-
source Center at 860-929-5575. There is no cost to participate in this leadership training program. 

http://www.whps.org/pa189
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Webster Hill Winter Concert  

2016 Rehearsal Schedule 
 

Monday, December 12 (4th grade orchestra meets as usual today, even though they are not in 
this concert) 

8:50-9:30 5th Grade Band  
9:20-10:30 4th & 5th Grade Choir 
10:30-11:00 5th Grade Orchestra 
 

Tuesday, December 13 
 7:45 am 4th & 5th Grade Choir 

 
Wednesday, December 14 (4th Grade Band is cancelled today. Come to school dressed for concert/Bring 

change of clothes) 
 

 7:45 am 4th & 5th Grade Choir 
 8:30 am Students not in Choir should get a bowtie from Mr. Green. 
 9:00 am 5th Grade Band report to Cafeteria 
 9:10 am 5th Grade Orchestra report to Cafeteria. Students only in Choir report to auditorium. 
 9:30 am Concert 
 
 6:15 pm All Students Report for Concert 
 All Band and Orchestra-Cafeteria; Students only in Choir go to Music Rm. 
 7:00 pm CONCERT Parents should plan to stay for the whole concert. 

 

 Concert Dress  White shirt/blouse with collar for bowtie (provided), black pants or skirt, 
black shoes  

       Concert Order  5th Grade Orchestra, 5th Grade Band, Choir, Finale 
 
       5th Grade Orchestra, 5th Grade Band and Choir will have NO more rehearsals before school 

until the week of January 16.   INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS, HOWEVER, DO CONTINUE AS 
SCHEDULED! 

 
       4th Grade Band and Orchestra continue with before school rehearsals every week. 
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From the Nurse: When to keep your child home from school 
The CDC reports that we are in the peak of flu season, which is now widespread in Connecti-
cut.  There have also been more reports of gastric/stomach illnesses locally.  This is a good 
time to review the importance of hand washing, covering coughs, and keeping hands out of 
mouth with your child.    

Stomachache, vomiting, and diarrhea-  A child with vomiting and/or diarrhea should be kept 
at home until symptoms have resolved for at least 24 hours and the child is able to return to a 
normal diet.  If your child has vomited during the evening or night please do not send them to 
school in the morning even if they appear to be feeling well.  Allow them time to rest and re-
turn to their typical activity level. Since viruses spread easily throughout the school system, 
children should remain at home for a minimum of 24 hours after the last episode of vomiting 
or fever to ensure a healthy return to school.  Your child should be feeling well in order to 
maximize the learning experience. 

Cold, sore throat, cough- If cold and cough symptoms are associated with fever or they do not 
readily improve, call your doctor.  If the cough is persistent consider that your child may not 
be able to engage fully in classroom activities.  Your child may attend school if there is no fever 
for at least 24 hours. 

 Fever- Fever in the school setting is defined as temperature 100 F or greater.  Fevers are gen-
erally signs of infection.  While Tylenol/Motrin may be effective in reducing fever, your child 
may still be contagious. Even though the fever is temporarily alleviated, it does not address 
the underlying cause.  Your child should be fever free without medication for at least 24 hours 
before returning back to school.   

 

    Returning to school too quickly may prolong your child’s illness  
and allow it to spread to others.  Remember to wash hands frequently. 

 

Please remember to call the school absence line  at  860-929-5828  any time if your child is 
ill.  You should call if your child is absent more than one day in a row or if he/she went home 

ill the previous day.  You can leave a message anytime of the day or night. 
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Special Notice to 5th
 Grade Parents 

 

Bristow Middle School Enrollment Process 
 

Bristow Middle School will be holding its enrollment for the incoming 6th grad-

ers in January.  Bristow Middle School is a school of choice, drawing its diverse 

population from all neighborhoods in West Hartford.  In the 2017-2018 school 

year, Bristow will enroll 420 students in grades 6 through 8.   

 

All 5th graders who reside in West Hartford and are attending West Hartford 

Public Schools are automatically included in this process.  Other 5th graders who 

reside in West Hartford and attend a private, parochial or inter district magnet 

school like The University of Hartford Magnet School are also eligible, although 

they need to apply to be included in the process and verify they reside in West 

Hartford with our Residency office. 

 

Each 5th grader will receive a number randomly, which will establish the choice 

order.  This number will be mailed home to parents on January 19, 2017.  In or-

der to help parents make an informed choice, two informational meetings will be 

held at Bristow Middle School on Monday, March 6, 2017 and Thursday, March 

9, 2017 at 6:30 pm.  Parents can choose to attend either of these meetings as 

they are both the same. Students are invited to attend these meetings with their 

parents. We recommend you attend one regardless of the number your child re-

ceives so you are prepared in case we get to your child’s number. 

 

For information about Bristow and full details about how this enrollment pro-

cess works, please visit the Bristow website at http://bristow.whps.org/.  You 

can also call or email the principal, Steven Cook, at 860-231-2100/ or Ste-

ven_Cook@whps.org. 

http://bristow.whps.org/
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