
Mrs. Leopold’s Pre-Kindergarten Newsletter 

Week of Sept 10-14 

 

 

 

Circle Time:  We had a ball wearing dots to school on Friday, September 14, in honor of International 

Dot Day.  We proudly joined the entire Webster Hill School in celebrating our individual creativity. 

We read the book The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds.  Mr. Reynolds wanted everyone to celebrate their 

creativity with art so he had September 15 named as International Dot Day.  

 

We talked about “me and my family.”  We continued to introduce ourselves to our classmates and learn 

more and more about each other.  We looked at our family photos and talked about who lives in our 

house with us.   (If you haven’t done so already please send in family photos so that your child can 

proudly show off his/her photos.) 

 

Each day, we look at the daily pictorial schedule. This allows us to manage our day and transitions by 

knowing what to expect next. We also sing the same songs and follow the same routines at circle each 

day. Our consistency helps the children. 

 

Art: 
Life-cycle headband: We glued an egg (Q-tip end) on a milkweed leaf then glued the leaf to the 

headband.  Caterpillars: We patterned pompoms to make a caterpillar.  Chrysalis:  We painted a stick 

green then added gold glitter. Butterfly:  We dipped coffee filters in watercolors then wrapped 

them with a pipe cleaner for the antennas.  We will wear this headband to our butterfly release.  We 

worked hard on remember what came first and then the correct order.  The butterfly song came in 

handy as a memory tool.  The song helps them recall the information needed to sequence. 

Monoprints: We dropped paint on one side of a folded piece of paper then rubbed.  We opened the 

paper and noticed that the same print was on both halves. 

Dot markers:  We used dot painters to make creative unique designs. 

 

Science:  We have become little scientists this week using magnifying glasses (that we added to the 

science center) to look up close at the caterpillar as it gets bigger and bigger.  We watched a 

youtube video of a caterpillar molting.  It was cool.  We looked at books and now know how to identify 

a female from a male butterfly. Male butterflies have a black dot on each of their lower wings.  We 

are excited to see what our classroom caterpillar will be once it becomes a butterfly. 

 

We focused on the life cycle of a monarch butterfly.  We studied caterpillars and butterflies. We 

read books and sang songs all week about monarchs as we searched for knowledge and clarification. 

We learned new vocabulary words this week: metamorphosis, migration and chrysalis to name a few. 

Metamorphosis is magical. It is when a caterpillar changes all of its parts while in the chrysalis and 

comes out with new parts as a beautiful butterfly.  

 

Migration is when animals travel long distances in search of a new habitat. We located Connecticut on 

the map, as well as Mexico, to see exactly how far the butterflies will need to travel when they 

migrate South. 



 

Scientists study butterfly migration by placing a small tag on the butterfly's wings. It was placed on 

the right wing. It does not harm the butterfly. The tag allows people to track each butterfly’s 

journey as they migrate to Mexico. People who spot a tagged monarch call the University of Kansas 

and the Monarch Watch and they will contact the person if any of our butterflies are spotted.  This 

process helps scientists study the monarchs migration path.   

 

Listen closely to your child and you may hear him/her singing a song about a caterpillar’s life cycle.   

 

Butterfly Release Song 

First comes a butterfly and lays an egg,  Out comes the caterpillar with many legs. 

Oh see the caterpillar, spin and spin,  A little chrysalis to sleep in. 

Oh, oh, oh, wait and see,   Oh, oh, oh wait and see. 

Out of the chrysalis, my oh my,  Out comes a beautiful butterfly! 

 

We have costumes to resemble the four stages of the butterfly’s life cycle; the egg, the caterpillar, 

the chrysalis and the butterfly. We enjoyed playing our parts while wearing the costumes.  

 

Small Group: We focused on sorting objects by sorting ourselves into two groups, boys and girls. 

There are more boys than girls. We sorted the bears by colors as well. We are sorting anything we 

can think of; for example children wearing shorts versus children in pants. We are being very 

creative with sorting. 

 

During center time, we work either individually or in small groups with the children on skill building. 

This week our goal was ordering objects and events.  We focused on the butterfly life cycle utilizing 

various puzzles and games.  We played butterfly bingo and matched an assortment of beautiful 

butterflies as well. 

 

We also opened the manipulatives center by unwrapping a “present” that we have been patiently 

waiting to open.  Once open we explored the toys in the center using guided discovery asking 

ourselves “what each toy was?  How do you think you play with it?” And other open ended exploratory 

questions. 

 

Listening Center: We opened and love the listening center!!! We are using the listening center headphones 

to  

listen to The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle as we independently turn the pages to the beep sound. 

 

Reminders: 
Please send your child with spoons and or forks for both snack and lunch.  We do not supply 

utensils.  Remember you only need to place one dated slip in the lunchbox and with the snack as well.   

 

Don’t forget to send your child’s library book back every Wednesday so that he/she can take out 

another book.   

 



Tuesday, 9/18 we will have fun with Talk Like a Pirate Day…  get your little swashbucklers ready for a 

fun filled day.  If your child wants to dress like a pirate that would be festive and fun.  We might even 

have to walk the plank like the naughty pirates did.   

 

Remember that picture day is also Friday, 9/21.  Send your child with order form and money and a 

smile.   

 

Don’t forget to sign up for twitter so that I can tweet to you!  It is a great form of communication and an  

eye into your child’s day.   

 

If you have not sent in family photos, cultural surveys, hopes and dreams , change of clothing , twitter   

form or any other items requested of you  please do so as soon as possible.  Thank you. 

 

Activate your SeeSaw accounts so you can see your child’s education portfolio.   

 

NO SCHOOL next week on Wednesday, September 19 as it is the Jewish New Year of Yom Kippur.   

 

Save the dates: 
Friday, October 5 is our first field trip to the 4-H Education Center at Auer Farm to learn about 

harvest.  Please sign and return the permission slip that came earlier this week.   Thanks.  If you are 

interested in chaperoning please let me know and if we are full don’t worry as we will have you 

chaperone another trip.  We have a bunch planned this year.   

 

THANKS: 

Thanks to those who attended Curriculum night. The content standards that I cover in the classroom 

are from Creative Curriculum and I use the Teaching Strategies Gold Assessment tool which is highly 

aligned to the State of Connecticut framework; both address the whole child. Children in 

pre-kindergarten are not expected to master them all. Some of the children will not practice the 

activities until kindergarten. The curriculum is simply a guide that helps me consider providing a range 

of activities to meet the needs of the diverse learners in my classroom. For example, some children are 

learning to hold a crayon and scribble and others might be able to write their names and are ready to 

try inventive spelling. All children have a range of strengths and areas that need to be fostered as 

they grow and mature. 

 

To find out more information about NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children) 

go to www.naeyc.org. 

  

As always, if you have any questions feel free to contact me. 

Have a nice weekend, 

Mrs. Leopold and Mrs. Golden 

Randi_Leopold@whps.org 

(860) 521-0320 x3409 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/deps/early/flipchart.pdf

