
 Mrs. Leopold’s Pre-Kindergarten Newsletter 
                                      Week of September 26-30 
 

  Weekly Content Standards 
COG 1 Engages in scientific inquiry 

COG 3 Sorts objects 
COG 4 Makes and Recognizes patterns 

COG 6 Relates number to quantity 
COG 7 Demonstrates spatial awareness 

 
 

Circle Time: We learned all about apples this week. I couldn’t trick the friends because they knew that 
apples in fact grow on apple trees.  We learned two rhymes about apples.  We talked about who Johnny 
Appleseed was.  We read a variety of apple books including Apples by Gail Gibbons, From Blossom to 
Fruit by Gail Saunders-Smith and Picking Apples by Gail Saunders-Smith.  
 
    Apple Tree                                                                             The Apple 
    Way up high in the apple tree,                                                Up in the apple tree, high off the ground 
    Two little apples smiled at me.                                                I see an apple, so big and round. 
    I shook that tree as hard as I could,                                      I climb up the tree and hold on tight. 
    Down came the apples, mmmm were they good.                       I pick that apple and take a bite! – Crunch! 
 
Art:  Apples: We used real apples, sliced in half horizontally, to print and see the star in the center. 
We glued tissue, felt, foam and corrugated paper on paper apples. They are hanging from our seasonal 
tree.  We painted large apples at the easel.  We liked using our large motor muscles as we moved the 
paint brush around the huge paper.    We also laced string around an apple to practice using our eye hand 
coordination.  Some friends wanted to add leaves to the seasonal tree so they drew and cut out their 
own leaves.  Scissor skills are very important to work on.  
 
Cooking: We used an apple peeler and corer to prepare apples for an apple crisp that we made at school 
this week. We measured ingredients and mixed them together to make an oatmeal crumble topping. We 
placed the crumbles on top of the apples then placed the entire tray in the oven. While it was cooking we 
could smell the delicious smell all the way down the hall. We enjoyed our apple crisp for snack later in 
the day. The recipe came home earlier in the week in your child’s backpack for you to make at home. It is 
a simple, family-friendly recipe. 
 
Science:  
We had an apple taste test. We sampled red, yellow and green apples. We decided which was our favorite 
apple then graphed our results. We each colored in our favorite apple then added it to the correct 
column. We discovered that red apples were the most liked. Ask your child which apples were liked the 
least?  Everyone in Pre-K likes apples. 
 
We learned about the star in the middle of the apple that you can see when you cut an apple horizontally. 
The star is the seed holder. Usually apples have 10 seeds inside their core. 



 
We cut an apple and placed it on the science table.. We made predictions (educated guesses), or 
hypotheses, about what we think will happen to it. We then watched the apple and have been talking 
about our findings. We are hearing words like juicy, wet, now its dry, smooth, now bumpy.  We are 
wondering where the juice went.  We also left another apple whole so we can compare them as time goes 
by. We will let you know the results. You know we are little scientists at work. (COG 1) 
 
Small group: During center time we sorted , patterned and counted red, green and yellow paper 
apples.(COG 3, 4 & 6)  We are working on touching and counting each apple.    We learned a strategy of 
lining up the apples in a row so they would be easier to count each one.  Try this strategy at home.  
 
We worked on spatial awareness by reviewing positional words such as in, on, under, above, in between, 
next to, on top of and behind by playing a game with “wiggle the worm” and apples. (COG 7) 
 
Sensory Table:  We are enjoying the sensory table which is filled with sand.  This week we explored with 
our hands in the sand.  Next week we will add different pouring and filling materials.  
 
Special Visitor:  We were treated to a special visit from Mrs. Breen a Faxon Branch West Hartford 
Public Librarian.  We all laughed so hard as Penny, her dog puppet and she told us stories.  We met lots 
of her other puppet friends.  We read a book about dinosaurs.  Puppets are a great way to role play and 
bring out language and vocabulary.  
 
Thanks to all of the parents.  You have done such a great job instilling independence and allow your child 
to come in and start “working” in pre-k.  We appreciate that you are allowing your child to show you what 
he/she is capable of doing.  We are only 20 days into school and already the kids know the entire morning 
routine and are proudly executing it.  
 
As always, if you have any questions feel free to contact me. 
 
Have a nice weekend, 
Mrs. Leopold & Mrs. Burnett 
Randi_Leopold@whps.org 
(860) 521-0320 x3409 

 
 


