
Mrs. Leopold‛s Pre-Kindergarten Newsletter 
Week of September 19- 23 

Weekly Content Standards 
COG 3 Sorts objects 

COG 4 Recognizes and makes patterns 
COG 6 Relates number to quantity 

CRE 3 Represents experiences and fantasies in pretend play 
 
Circle Time:   We celebrated “Talk Like a Pirate Day” today, September 19. We had fun all day talking like a 
pirate and we even walked the plank outside on the playscape. We learned many fun pirate words. We read a 
couple of great pirate books.  We played pin the eye patch on the pirate.  

 
Art: 
Life-cycle headband: We glued an egg (Q-tip end) on a milkweed leaf then glued the leaf to the headband. 
Caterpillars: We patterned pompoms to make a caterpillar. (COG 4)  Chrysalis:  We painted a stick green 
then added gold glitter. Butterfly:  We dipped coffee filters in watercolors then wrapped them with a pipe 
cleaner for the antennas.  We will wear this headband to our butterfly release.  
Monoprints: We dropped paint on one side of a folded piece of paper then rubbed.  We opened the paper 
and noticed that the same print was on both halves. 
Monarch Life Cycle:  We represented the life cycle of a monarch on a butterfly cut-out using noodles 
shaped like the different stages.  We worked hard on remember what came first and then the correct 
order.  The butterfly song came in handy as a memory tool.  The song helps them recall the information 
needed to sequence. 
 
Science:  We have become little scientists this week using magnifying glasses to look up close at the 
caterpillar as it gets bigger and bigger.  We even were able to see it right after it molted out of its skin. 
We watched a youtube video of a caterpillar molting.  It was cool.  We looked at books and now know how to 
identify a female from a male butterfly. Male butterflies have a black dot on each of their lower wings.  We 
are excited to see what our classroom caterpillar will be once it becomes a butterfly. 
 
We focused on the life cycle of a monarch butterfly.  We studied caterpillars and butterflies. We read 
books and sang songs all week about monarchs as we searched for knowledge and clarification.   We learned 
new vocabulary words this week: metamorphosis, migration and chrysalis  to name a few.  Metamorphosis  is 
magical. It is when a caterpillar changes all of its parts while in the chrysalis and comes out with new parts 
as a beautiful butterfly. (COG 1).  
 

Migration  is when animals travel long distances in search of a new habitat. We located Connecticut on the 
map, as well as Mexico, to see exactly how far the butterflies will need to travel when they migrate South. 
 
Before the butterflies were released, they each received a numbered tag. It was placed on the right wing. 
It does not harm the butterfly. The tag allows people to track each butterfly‛s journey as they migrate to 
Mexico. People who spot a tagged monarch call the University of Kansas and the Monarch Watch and they 
will contact Webster Hill if any of our butterflies are spotted.  This process helps scientists study the 
monarchs migration path.  
 

Just like the real butterfly tagging, we tagged our pre-kindergarten children as well. This would allow them 
to role-play the butterfly migration. As tags were spotted, Webster Hill teachers and children notified us 
so we could track them on the school map. We had lots of fun learning about migration. 
 



For those of you that could not attend today‛s butterfly release, the Pre-K sang “First Comes the Butterfly” 
and then the entire school sang “I Believe I Can Fly.”  As Mr. Wallowitz stated in his newsletter and at the 
release we need to take care of our world so that the Monarchs have a better chance of surviving.  
 
Small Group: During center time, we work either individually or in small groups with the children on skill 
building. This week our goal was ordering objects and events. (COG 5) We focused on the butterfly life 
cycle utilizing various puzzles and games.  We played butterfly bingo and matched an assortment of 
beautiful butterflies as well. 

 
Pre-K Buzz: In case you haven‛t heard, we opened one of the “presents” in our ras well as in the science 
center.   We have magnifying glasses so we can see our pet fish and caterpillars up close and personal.  

 
Book Buddies: We‛ve been teaming up with Mrs. Mazur‛s first grade class to read together. Each week we 
will switch off, one week they will visit our classroom and the next week we will travel to theirs.  In the 
beginning the teachers will read to the children then once the first graders are comfortable readers they 
will read to their book buddies.  

 
We‛ve also been meeting up with our third grade book buddies from Mrs. Horn‛s room. We meet up with them 
and share stories with our special book buddy each week. Third graders are good readers.  

 
Reminders: 
Please send your child with spoons and or forks for both snack and lunch.  We do not supply utensils.   
 
We are waiting on family photos.  Please send them in. 
 
Don‛t forget about Mr. Mousey, a stuffed mouse, he would love to travel to everyone‛s house.  Please 
let me know if you are interested in your child taking Mr. Mousey to your house for two nights.  

 
Please have your child practice putting on their socks and shoes at home. It is something we are working on 
in PE. Please do not send your child in tights on Fridays for PE. All children need to wear sneakers though on 
Fridays.  

 
We‛ve begun focusing on the proper handwashing procedure according to NAEYC this week. Ask your child to 
sing the song while he/she washes his/her hands. You might want to practice this at home.  Please make sure 
that they rub soap all over their hands (fronts and backs) before they actually put them under the water. 
Please also remind them to turn off the faucet using a paper towel. Here are the words so you can sing along 
to our handwashing song.   
                                                                  Handwashing song 

Tops and bottoms (2x‛s) 
In between (2x‛s) 

All around your hands (2x‛s) 
Gets them clean (2x‛s) 

 
Drop-off: The morning routine is coming along nicely. Continue to foster independence by allowing your child 
to empty their own bags out and organize their belongings. Our goal is that the kids become self sufficient. 
Everyone is doing a great job already.  You can now walk in and admire the room while the children do the 
morning routine. 

 



Monday, September 26 is our first field trip.  Dress your child appropriately.  If you weren‛t chosen to 
chaperone this trip please know that we have plenty of other trips for you to help out on.  Thanks in advance 
for your understanding. 
  
Fall Festival:  Next Friday, September 30 from 4:30-6:30 PM in the back of the school will be the Fall 
Festival.  Come check it out.  
 
No school Monday, October 3 due to the Jewish Holiday.  See you October 4.  
Also, no school Monday Oct 10- Wednesday October 12 due to Columbus Day, Teacher in service and another 
Jewish Holiday.  See you Thursday, October 13.  

 
As always, if you have any questions feel free to contact me. 
Have a nice weekend, 
Mrs. Leopold and Mrs. Burnett 
Randi_Leopold@whps.org 
521-0320 x3409 


