
      Mrs. Leopold’s Pre-Kindergarten Newsletter 
                  Week of October 24-  October 28 
 

Weekly Content Standards 
         COG 1 Engages in scientific inquiry 

  COG 5 Compares and orders objects and events 
COG 6 Quantifies numbers 

PHY 2 Uses coordinated small-muscle movements 
 

Circle Time: 
We focused on pumpkins this week. We learned that unlike apples, pumpkins grow on vines on the 
ground. We now know how to tell if a pumpkin is ripe. We read many books including Pumpkins by 
Ann L. Burckhardt, From Seed to Pumpkin by Jan Kottke and Pumpkin Day! by Nancy Elizabeth 
Wallace. 
 
Of course we could not end the week without reading an assortment of Halloween books. Our 
favorites were Clifford’s First Halloween by Norman Bridwell and Halloween by Brenda Haugen. 
 
We set up a pretend campfire that we all sat around and listened to a story called, The Little Old 
Lady Who Wasn’t Afraid of Anything. We even toasted pretend marshmallows at our pretend 
campfire. We also sang a scary chant listed below… 
 

Stirring My Brew 
I’m stirring, I’m stirring, I’m stirring my brew, Oooooooo! Oooooooo! (x’s 2) 

Tip toe, tip toe, tip toe, BOO! 
 
 

A favorite song we sang this week.. .. 
The Five Little Pumpkins 

Five little pumpkins sitting on a gate. 
The first one said, “oh, my it’s getting late.” 
The second said “there are bats in the air.” 

The third one said, “but I don’t care.” 
The fourth one said “let’s run and run and run.” 
The fifth one said “I’m ready for some fun.” 

Ooh, ooh went the wind and out went the light. 
And the five little pumpkins rolled out of sight. 

 
 
We are paying close attention to rhyming words. At home make up rhymes with your children that 
are both real and nonsense(made up) words. Have fun with rhyming. A few rhymes are “cat/bat”, 
“apple/dapple”, “dog/log”, “pumpkin/dumpkin.” See how many rhymes you can your family can make. 
 
Art: 
Pumpkins:  We made faces on paper pumpkins using a variety of materials, glued string and foam on 
a pumpkin to look like the insides of a pumpkin and painted stuffed paper bags orange to add to our 
seasonal tree. 
 



Small Group: 
We sequenced the life cycle of how pumpkins grow(COG 5).  We made sure to use word including 
first, then, next and last.  Try this at home.  These will come in handy as your child starts retelling 
stories in older grades.  
 
We used various descriptor words this week during the “Find The Pumpkin” game. Paper pumpkins 
were hidden all over the room and each child had to find two pumpkins then come back and tell the 
class where he/she found the pumpkin using full sentences and a positional word. One example was 
“I found the pumpkin next to the trash can.” 
 
Sensory table: 
We explored pumpkins and gourds of all colors, shapes, sizes and textures. Each was different so 
we were able to compare and contrast them as well. We used three of our five senses while 
exploring with the items in the sensory table. We felt the different textures, we saw the 
different colors, and we heard the noise of the seeds inside the dried out gourds as we were 
shaking them.  We were able to point out similarities in the pumpkins and gourds as well.  Some 
were the same color and or the same shape. We noticed that a couple of pumpkins were bumpy and 
others were smooth.  
 
Science: 
We removed the top of pumpkins then dove in with our hands. We dissected the brains (pulp) and 
seeds from the meat of the pumpkin. We counted the seeds. There were a lot! 
 
We washed the seeds and dried them out and then we actually baked them. They were crunchy and 
delicious. (PHY 2 & COG 1) We were so excited to use yet another of our five senses this week. We 
tasted the pumpkin seeds. Pumpkin seeds with a little oil and salt are delicious. We even tried some 
with cinnamon. They were sampled by all. 
 
Cooking: We made pumpkin spice pudding for snack this week. We used a rebus story.  A rebus 
story uses both pictures and words to help the reader.  When we tasted the pudding it was 
delicious.  
 
Cultural Council Performance:  We were treated to a performance by storyteller and Actor Lou Del 
Bianco.  He pretended to be Abe Lincoln.  He told interactive stories to the kids about his 
childhood.  We learned that his nickname was Honest Abe and it is good to always tell the truth. 
We also learned to “never give up” on what you are interested in doing even if it is hard.  
 
Important Information and Reminders:  
Monday, October 31 is both Dad’s/Special Person’s breakfast beginning at 7:30 AM.  Following this 
fun event is our school's halloween parade beginning at 9:00 AM.  Pre-K will be leading the parade 
around the front walkway of the school.  See you out there with your cameras.  After the parade 
ends you can meet us inside for group photos if you are interested otherwise we will take some and 
send them out.  
 
No School on Tuesday, November 8 due to Election Day. 



 
Remember Parent-Teacher conferences are November 15-18.  I look forward to speaking with you. 
Remember school closes early, 1:30 on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 
 
If anyone knows any veterans please let me know who they are and how they are related to your 
child.  If you have a photo of the veteran, please send it in.  I would love for a Veteran to come 
speak to our class so let me know if anyone can arrange this.  Thanks in advance for your 
cooperation.  
 
Don’t forget to sign up for twitter and SeeSaw because there are wonderful pictures posted daily.  
 

We will be reviewing colors for the next two weeks so please dress your child each day in a 
different color… Here is the date and the color… 
 
          Week 1 Week 2 
Monday, October 31 - white  Monday, November 7 -  green 
Tuesday, November 1 - blue Tuesday, November 8-  No school 
Wednesday, November 2 -  red Wednesday, November 9 - orange 
Thursday, November 3 -  yellow Thursday, November 10 -  black 
Friday, November 4 -  purple           Friday, November 11 - brown 

 
As always, if you have any questions feel free to contact me. 
Have a nice weekend, 
Mrs. Leopold & Mrs. Burnett 
Randi_Leopold@whps.org 
(860) 521-0320 x3409 

 


