
        Mrs. Leopold’s Pre-Kindergarten Newsletter 
                 Week of November 28- December 2 

 
                          Weekly Content Standards 

                                              COG 1 Engages in scientific inquiry 
                                                         COG 3 Sorts objects 
                                         COG 5 Compares and orders objects and events 
                                           COG 12 Recognizes similar sounds in speech 
                                    CRE 1 Builds and constructs to represent own ideas 
 
 

Circle Time: This week we learned nursery rhymes. We recited “Humpty Dumpty” and  “Baa, Baa Black 
Sheep” and “Little Miss Muffet.”  We concentrated and listened for the rhyming words. As we 
listened to the nursery rhymes, we acted out different feelings and emotions in each rhyme (COG 
12). We have been role-playing the different nursery rhymes, as well as using other resources such 
as flannel boards, puppets, and puzzles pieces to retell the rhymes and stories we learned. Learning 
nursery rhymes furthers language development, memory and listening skills, rhyming and enables a 
child to expand his or her imagination. Our brains are so proud of all of the new nursery rhymes that 
they have learned this week. We “kiss our brain” to let it know that we are proud of it.  
 
We read The Three Little Pigs.  We also read The Three Little Pigs in different variations including 
Where’s The Big Bad Wolf? and The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs! 

 
We learned two new songs this week, one was “Hickety, Pickety” and the other is “Willabee 
Wallabee.”  Both songs are great for working on rhyming and letter sounds.  We also reviewed the 
song “Two Little Black Birds” which is wonderful for rhyming as well as learning about opposites.  The 
words came home earlier in the week. 

 
We sang “The Itsy Bitsy Spider” and read other books about spiders. We learned interesting facts 
about spiders. Our spider hand puppet came in handy to scare Miss Muffet while she sat on her 
tuffet eating her curds and whey. Each child pretended to be Miss Muffet. 

 
After looking at various photos of real spider webs, we worked as a group to play the spider web 
game. We sat in a circle, rolled a ball of string to a friend, held our piece of string and continued 
rolling the string from friend to friend until the string intertwined into a spider web. If one person 
let go of their string our web could not have worked. This was a lesson on working together as a 
group. 

 
Art: 
Humpty Dumpty: We traced and cut out an egg shape using our scissor skills. We then decorated it 
with buttons, pipe cleaners, tissue paper and silly hair to create our own Humpty Dumpty. 
Baa, Baa Black Sheep: We glued black wool (cotton balls) onto sheep cut-outs. 
Little Miss Muffet: We made spider webs by dipping string into paint and moving it around the paper. 
Construction: We became builders, just like the little pigs, as we constructed different designs out of 
all different shapes, sizes and colored wood pieces (CRE 1). Each child told us the story of what they 
built. Come check out our 3-D creations. 



 
 

Small group: We sequenced sheep on the flannel board by size, making sure to put them in order of 
small, medium and large. We also sorted sheep by both color and size (COG 3 & 5).  We worked on 
patterning and counting as well (COG 4 & 6).  
 
Sensory table: We have Moon Sand to play with. We have alphabet stencils for the children to work 
on letter recognition, as well as spelling their names and other words from around the room.  We are 
constantly challenging our minds using environmental print. 

 
Science: We are talking about what scientists do and how we use big descriptor words when we 
experiment.  We are expanding our vocabulary and using whole sentences to describe our 
observations.  Our scientists were busy at work again this week.  We did an experiment involving 
placing an egg into vinegar and watching to see what happened. Before placing the egg in vinegar we 
felt the eggshell. Our observations included the words: smooth, hard, and cold. We were very curious 
and made predictions about what we thought would happen to the egg once it was placed in vinegar. 
Once we put the egg in the vinegar, some children made immediate observations. It has “bubbles.”  It 
“sunk now it’s floating.” Later that day, one child thought it looked “soapy.” The next day, one said, 
“It looks bigger.” We continued to observe the egg. The next day a child noticed a white film around 
the egg and someone saw yellow. I picked up the egg and showed the children that the white shell 
had now disappeared, disintegrated and dissolved. As they touched it, their fingers dented the 
squishy egg. On the third day, we could see the yolk (COG 1).  We actually cracked the egg so they 
could see the inside.  We are going to try another egg and see what happens if you leave it in longer 
than we did.  
 
Listening Center: While using headphones and independently turning the pages, we listened to the 
story of The Three Little Pigs. 
 
We were treated to a visit from the West Hartford Librarian.  She brought her very real puppet 
Piper the puppy as well as lots of great songs and books.  We even learned some spanish too.  
 
Reminder:  
Please send in warm stay at school clothing.  Once these come in we will send home your child’s 
current clothing.  Please send long pants and long sleeves.  Thanks. 
 
Next Friday, December 9 is PJ day to support CCMC.  More info to follow from the school. 
 
The Giving Tree begins December 5 and runs through December 16.  Be on the lookout for 
information.  
 
As always, if you have any questions, feel free to contact me.  Have a nice weekend, 
Mrs. Leopold and Mrs. Burnett 
Randi_Leopold@whps.org 
(860)521-0320 x3409 
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