
     Mrs. Leopold’s Pre-Kindergarten Newsletter 
                            Weeks of November 14 – 25 

             Weekly Content Standards 
PHY 2 Uses coordinated small-muscle movements 

COG 1 Engages in scientific inquiry 
COG 4 Recognizes and makes patterns 

COG 8 Uses complex sentences and vocabulary to describe ideas and experiences 
COG 10 Shows understanding of stories 

CRE 4 Sings and responds to music 
 
 

Circle Time: We have been talking about the holiday of Thanksgiving. We learned about the Pilgrims and the 
Native Americans (Indians). We used a flannel board to see the Pilgrims arrive on the Mayflower at Plymouth 
Rock. The Native Americans, who lived there, befriended the Pilgrims and taught them how to survive. The 
children told and retold the story on their own using the flannel board pieces (COG 10). We looked at photos and 
books of what Pilgrims and Native Americans looked like at the first Thanksgiving and what they look like now. 
Now, Native Americans and Pilgrims do not wear the same clothing they wore to the first Thanksgiving. Aside 
from looking at differences we focused on the similarities that all people have. We might all look different but 
on the inside we are all the same. We also learned that Native Americans here in the Eastern Woodlands built 
wigwams made from saplings other Native Americans from the Plains (Midwest) built teepees out of animal skin 
and fur while others used tree bark. Native Americans in New Mexico (South West) built Adobes. The 
NorthWest  Coast Native Americans built Cedar Plank houses. We thought this was an interesting difference. As 
the week continued we talked about what it means to be thankful. We listed things we are thankful for (COG 8). 
 
We read several songbooks. We really liked “Albuquerque Turkey”. Last week, I sent home words to the many 
songs we have been singing. (CRE 4) We read books including Friendship’s First Thanksgiving, Feeling Thankful, 
The Perfect Thanksgiving, and The Turkey Ball. 
 
We made a list each of us is thankful for, it is coming home.   Ms. Zaffina, our school’s curriculum specialist, 
taught us this turkey poem… 
 One fat turkey went struttin’ by. He shook his feathers and winked his eye.  

He flapped his wings and  gave his head a wobble.  When he looked at me, he said, Gobble, Gobble, Gobble. 
 

Art: We hope you enjoy all of the projects that came home. Enjoy them with your families. The children 
are proud of their accomplishments. 
Turkeys: We made stand-up turkey centerpieces and handprint turkey placemats. Each child wrote “Happy 
Thanksgiving” on his/her placemat (COG 14). 
Headbands: We used potatoes, cut into shapes, to print and review patterning. Once dry, we glued on feathers to 
make a Native American headpiece (COG 4). 
Wampum: We strung colored noodles to make necklaces (Phy 2). Wampum is what is equivalent to money now. 
Corn: We rolled corn cobs with and without kernels dipped into paint on paper to make designs.  We learned 
another vocabulary word that corn is maize .  Maize has been around for thousands of years.  It is an important 
food to the Pilgrims and Native Americans.  
 
Block Corner: We added Lincoln Logs and built houses like the Pilgrims and Native Americans did long ago. 
 
Cooking:   We made pumpkin spice chocolate chip muffins. We measured and mixed all of the ingredients. These 
were our special dessert treat for our feast.  
 
We put kernels in an air popper and popped fresh popcorn. We realized that kernels need heat to pop(COG 1). 



  
           Pumpkin Muffins 

· 1 package spice cake mix 
· 15-ounces canned pumpkin 

Optional 
· 1/2 cup Mini Chocolate Chips 

· Turbinado or confectioners sugar to sprinkle on top 
Instructions 

· Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Spray a muffin tin, including top, with cooking spray 
· Mix cake mix and can of pumpkin puree. Batter will be thick (and delicious - try it). Add 1/2 cup mini chocolate chips. 

· Bake at 350 degrees for 20-25 minutes. 
 
We made butter from heavy cream by shaking, shaking and shaking some more. The liquid cream became a solid 
as we shook. We sampled the butter at our feast (COG 1). 
 
Dramatic play: Next week we will be changing from a marketplace to an actual supermarket. 
Please send in empty, clean food boxes and containers from your homes that we can use in our 
supermarket. 
 
Field Trip:  We went back to the 4-H Auer Farm to learn about hibernation and shelters.   We walked around 
outside all around the farms property looking for animal shelters.  We stopped and made a home for an animal 
together as a group.  We even documented something we saw on the trip.  Back in the classroom we made bird 
feeders, ate trail mix for snack, listened to a book and touched alpaca fur.  We were lucky enough to take this 
trip because of the generosity of the Auer Farm.  We thank them and appreciate their generosity.   Back at 
school we tied what we learned at the farm into our discussions about the Pilgrims and the Native Americans and 
how they built shelters to stay safe from the elements outside.  
 
Reminders: No school tomorrow, Thursday and Friday, November 24 & 25.  Enjoy the long holiday weekend with 
your family. We will see you on Monday, November 28. 
 
Blankets are coming home over this long weekend.  Please wash and send them back on Monday. 
 
Thank you!!! It was wonderful speaking with all of you during conference week. If there is anything you have been 
thinking about and you want to discuss further please contact me. It is in the best interest of your child that we 
have a collaborative effort between you, myself, and Mrs. Burnett. Please let me know if we can do anything to 
help you and your child. 
 
With the cold weather upon us please make sure that your child is dressed appropriately to go outside daily.  We 
will go outside even in the snow so plan to send in snowpants, boots, hats, mittens and or gloves.  
 
Please send in winter replacement clothes for your child’s stay at school bags.  
 
As always, if you have any questions feel free to contact me. 
Have a nice weekend, 
Mrs. Leopold & Mrs. Burnett 
Randi_Leopold@whps.org 
(860) 521-0320 x3409 

 


