
Mrs. Leopold’s Pre-Kindergarten Newsletter 
                   Week of January 23 - 27 

 
Weekly Content Standards 

COG 3 Sorts objects 
COG 4 Makes and recognizes patterns 

COG 5 Orders objects and events 
COG 6 Relates number to quantity 

 
Circle Time: We discussed animals in winter this week. We learned a new vocabulary word adaptation a nd 
recalled old vocabulary words, including hibernation  and migration .  Ask your child to explain the meaning of 
these vocabulary words.  We made connections to our field trip to the 4-H Education Center when we learned 
about animals in winter and looked for footprints in the snow. We looked through various books and discovered 
how and where different animals sleep for the long winter.  Some of the animals sleep in silly ways. We 
role-played, as if we were animals in winter, filling up our bellies with plenty of food then finding a great cozy 
place to sleep. We hibernated until the winter passed. We played with winter animal puppets as we read books 
about their houses. We noticed the variety of prints made by different animals in the books we read. We 
played a guessing game of “Whose footprint is this?” We read books including Forest Tracks by Dee Dee 
Duffy, and National Geographic Society books Animals in Winter and Ways Animals Sleep. 
 
We watched www.Bear.org and actually saw video of a live bear and her cub in their den.  Check it out at home. 
There is a live web feed but since the bears are hibernating you won’t see much movement.  

 
Art: 
White Collage:  We glued various white materials on paper and made a snow scene.  
Footprints: We printed with different animal footprints. We compared them to each other and tried to figure 
out what animal belonged to each footprint. 
Bears:  We glued a variety of brown objects on a bear cut out. 
Groundhog art: We made groundhogs and role-played if the groundhog saw its shadow. 

 
Small group: We worked on our matching skills by matching a footprint to the animal.  We played a matching 
game using groundhog cut outs and their shadows. 

 
We read the book The Mitten by Jan Brett then acted out the story. We used a sleeping bag as the mitten 
and each child pretended to be an animal in the story. The mitten (sleeping bag) burst open just like in the 
story. We retold the story ordering the sequence of animals that joined the mitten. (COG 5) 

 
We went on many bear hunts. We searched high and low for paper bears and described where we found them 
using positional words. 

 
Science: We talked about shadows. We discovered that in order to get a shadow, you need light. We made 
shadows on the wall by using our smart board as a light source. We thought it was cool to see ourselves as we 
moved on the wall. We also pretended we were hibernating like groundhogs in their burrows. 
 
FYI: Our hibernation pajama party was a huge success. We loved “hibernating” in the igloo. 

 
Cooking: We made hot chocolate by stirring hot cocoa mix into water. We added cool whip.  We also made 



cinnamon toast by spreading melted butter on bread then sprinkling cinnamon sugar on top. We toasted it then 
ate it for snack on hibernation day. It was a delicious cozy treat. 
 
Homework: (I know some of the children have been asking for homework to be like their siblings so here you go.) 
In two weeks (February 6-10) we will talk about healthy versus non-healthy foods so please review this with 
your child. Please send in coupon circulars on Monday for us to use to cut apart. As a fun project, you can work 
with your child at home, to cut-out pictures from magazines, coupon circulars, supermarket flyers or even 
print pictures off of the computer of both healthy and non-healthy foods. Please send the pictures in on 
Monday. Next week we will sort them and talk about them as we create a wonderful teaching tool with them. 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
 
Consider sending a picture of your family reading together!  We're creating a display in the Library Media 
Center of our students and staff enjoying good books.  We'd love to add your family!  Please email any 
pictures to Mr. Tavera - joseph_tavera@whps.org.  Thanks in advance for your cooperation.  

 
Important Notes: 

Friday, February 3  send your child to school wearing red as we will be marching in a Chinese New Year 
parade at school.  

Monday, February 6  send in homework listed above. 
Tuesday, February 7  we are traveling to Stew Leonard’s.  
Tuesday, February 14  is our Valentine’s Day. Please send your child to school wearing red, white, pink and/or 

hearts for our Valentine’s Day celebration on that day. Reinforce your child’s writing skills at home by having 
them practice writing a valentine for each of his/her classmates. Send the valentines in by Monday, February 
13, for your child to give out to his/her peers. I will send home a copy of the class list in your child’s bag 
today so that you can refer to it for the correct spelling of each child’s name. 
 
No School Monday and Tuesday, February 20-21.  See you Wednesday, February 22.  

 
As always, if you have any questions feel free to contact me. 
Have a nice weekend, 
Mrs. Leopold and Mrs. Burnett 
Randi_Leopold@whps.org 
(860) 521-0320 x3409 
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What Do Animals Do in Winter tune: Mary Had a Little Lamb 
What do animals do in winter, do in winter, do in winter? 
What do animals do in winter, when it gets so cold? 
Bears and chipmunks go to sleep, go to sleep, go to sleep. 
Bears and chipmunks go to sleep, that is what they do. (rest head in hands) 
Repeat: What do animals do in winter verse between animals and actions. 
Squirrels and mice make a nest, make a nest, make a nest. 
Squirrels and mice make a nest, that is what they do. (pretend to pile up leaves in a nest) 
Birds and butterflies fly away, fly away, fly away. 
Birds and butterflies fly away, that is what they do. (spread arms like wings and fly) 
Snakes and reptiles hide in rocks, hide in rocks, hide in rocks. 
Snakes and reptiles hide in rocks, that is what they do. (curl up on ground like hiding in an opening in the rocks) 

 
Winter/Bear Songs: 
To the tune of Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear Turn Around 
Big, brown bear Big, brown bear 
Go into your cave 
Big, brown bear Big, brown bear 
Because that's how you behave 
Big, brown bear Big, brown bear 
Go into Winter's sleep 
Big, brown bear Big, brown bear 
Hibernate, and slumber deep 

 
Hibernation Song (to tune of wheels on the bus) 
The weather's getting cold so bundle up, bundle up, bundle up 
The weather's getting cold so bundle up, winter's coming soon. 
The bears in the cave sleep all the time............ 
The squirrels in the trees get lots of nuts............... 
The frogs and toads go deep in mud....... 
The ducks and the geese go flying south........ 
The people in the town wear hats and gloves.......... 

 
(Tune: Frere Jacques) 
Bears are sleeping, bears are sleeping 
In their caves, in their caves 
Wonder when they'll wake up? Wonder when they'll wake up? 
In the spring! In the spring! 
Time to wake up, Time to wake up 
Sleepy bears, sleepy bears 
It is springtime, It is springtime 
Wake up now! Wake up now! 

 
Little Bear (To the tune of Frere Jacques) 
Are you sleeping? Are you sleeping? 
Little bear, little bear. 
You will sleep all winter, Through the long, cold winter, 
Little bear, little bear. 
Are you sleeping? Are you sleeping? 
Little bear, little bear. 
You will wake in springtime, In the warm, warm springtime, 
Little bear, little bear. 


