
Mrs. Leopold’s Pre-Kindergarten Newsletter 
Weeks of January 30- February 3 

 
Weekly Content Standards 

COG 4 Recognizes and makes patterns 
COG 6 Relates number to quantity 

COG 7 Demonstrates spatial awareness 
 

Circle Time:  
This week we learned about the Chinese New Year which began January 28 and lasts 15 days. 2017 is the Year 
of the Rooster.  The children in our class born after February 2012 are the Year of the Dragon.  Mrs. Leopold is 
born in the Year of the Rooster. Mrs. Burnett is born in the Year of the Rabbit. We  The Chinese lunar calendar 
is on a 12 year cycle continually going round and round.  read a variety of books, including My First Chinese New 
Year, Celebrate Chinese New Year and Lion Dancer, Ernie Wan’s Chinese New Year. We learned that the color 
red means lucky. Hello in Chinese is Ni hao  (pronounced nee how) and happy New Year is Gung-Hey-Fat-Choy ! We 
looked at an authentic silk outfit worn by Chinese children our same age. We looked at decorations that Asian 
families might use in their houses this week to celebrate the Chinese New Year.  We also compared and 
contrasted the United States of America flag to the China flag.  We did notice lots of differences.  
 

We marched with the children receiving ESOL throughout the entire school.  We followed the dragon around 
the building as he looked for lettuce to eat.  The children each received a special red envelope with a surprise 
inside.  
 

We sampled different chinese snacks and treats.  We purchased these delicacies at A. Dong Supermarket on 
New Britain Ave.  
 

We anxiously awaited to see what Punxsutawney Phil, the fearless forecaster from Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, 
said on groundhogs day this week.  We wanted to know if we were going to have six more weeks of winter or an 
early spring.  Punxsutawney Phil predicted six more weeks of winter but Chuckles the Connecticut groundhog 
said an early spring.  Oh well over the next few weeks we will see which groundhog is correct with his/her 
prediction.  
 

Art: 
3-D:  We used toothpicks and mini marshmallows to construct different items.  We put a marshmallow on the 
end of each toothpick and then joined the straight lines together to form shapes and then put the shapes 
together to build intricate designs.  Each one was surely unique and a great deal of planning and determination 
went into each one.  
Lantern:  We made lanterns for chinese new year decorations.  We challenged ourselves to cut straight lines 
multiple times down a piece of paper to make the slats for the light to shine through.   We are reinforcing our 
fine motor skills. 
Dragon puppet:  We each colored a puppet to use during the chinese new years day parade.  
 
Sensory Table:  



We found rice in the sensory table and used our fine motor skills and our pincer grasp to attempt to use 
chopsticks to pick up pieces of rice.  This was not an easy task.  
 

Science:  
We are having fun with ice.  We have been melting ice in different ways.  We do like to touch the ice and melt it 
with our warm hands.  The kids think it is funny when they touch Mrs. Burnett or myself with their freezing cold 
hards.  Brrr! 
 

We were treated to the 4th graders instrumental concert earlier in the week.  They are just learning to play 
their instruments of choice and they already sound very good.  We learned that because they practice a great 
deal it is easier for them to learn to play an instrument.  
 
Reminders: 
Tuesday, February 7, is our field trip to the Stew Leonard's.  We will be learning about healthy foods and 
sampling some delicious foods.  
 

Keep working on the valentine's day cards with your child.  We are encouraging each child to write each and 
every friend's name on a different card and “mail” it to him/her during our valentine's day celebration.  Don’t 
forget to have your child sign his/her name as well  Please send in the cards before valentine's day.  Thanks.  
 

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to contact me. 
Have a nice weekend, 
Mrs. Leopold and Mrs. Burnett 
Randi_Leopold@whps.org 
(860) 521-0320 x3409 

 
Chinese New Year Songs: 
Five Green Dragons sung to “The Farmer in the Dell” 
Five green dragons making such a roar Let’s wave and say “Ni hao (nee how),” (x’s 2 One danced away and then there were four Let’s 
say “hello” to all our friends, 
Four green dragons dancing round a tree Let’s wave and say “Ni hao.” 
One danced away and then there were three 
Three green dragons dancing round you 
One danced away and then there were two 
Two green dragons dancing in the sun 
One danced away and then there was one 
One green dragon having lots of fun 
She danced away and then there were none 

 
Lion Dance Song (tune: Mary had a Little Lamb) 
See the lion dance and prance, dance and prance, dance and prance 
See the lion dance and prance, On Chinese New Year’s Day. 

 
Hear the firecrackers, pop, pop, pop, pop, pop, pop, pop 
Hear the firecrackers pop, On Chinese New Year’s Day. 

 
See the children, laugh and clap, laugh and clap, laugh and clap 
See the children, laugh and clap, On Chinese New Year’s Day 


