
                   

 

 

 

 
 

October 8, 2015 
 
Dear Norfeldt Families, 
 
This month I will be reading books that relate to growth mindset to every classroom. It has been a pleasure 
having discussions with children about “the power of not yet” and how our words can make a difference in our 
performance. For example, replacing the words, “I can’t” with “I can try.” And in the words of the Little Engine 
that Could, “I think I can… I think I can…” We will continue to reinforce growth mindset messages with our 
students and continue to teach them that hard work and perseverance will make their brain grow and impact 
their performance.  
 
The Smarter Balance Assessment scores (SBAC) will be sent home within the next few weeks to parents of 
students who took the assessment last year (our current fourth and fifth grade students). Students in grades 3-
8 take SBAC in the spring of each school year. This was the first year that we received scores for this new 
state assessment and we are proud of our baseline scores. Below you can see how West Hartford and 
Norfeldt compared to state averages. Tonight, I will be presenting our SBAC scores at our PTO meeting.  
 

Level 1= Does not meet the achievement level 
Level 2= Approaching the achievement level 

Level 3= Meets the achievement level 
Level 4= Exceeds the achievement level 

 
ELA= English Language Arts 

ELA assesses students on reading, writing, listening and research skills. 

 

Grade 3 ELA 1 2 3 4 Total 3/4 

Connecticut 23% 23% 24% 30% 54% 

West Hartford 9% 19% 28% 43% 72% 

Norfeldt 2% 21% 39% 38% 77% 

 

Grade 4 ELA 1 2 3 4 Total 3/4 

Connecticut 26% 19% 24% 31% 55% 

West Hartford 10% 13% 26% 51% 77% 

Norfeldt 5% 17% 22% 57% 78% 

 



Grade 5 ELA 1 2 3 4 Total 3/4 

Connecticut 23% 19% 33% 26% 59% 

West Hartford 10% 14% 33% 43% 76% 

Norfeldt 12% 22% 39% 28% 67% 

 
Math assesses students on concepts and procedures, problem solving and communication and reasoning 

skills. 
 

Grade 3 Math 1 2 3 4     Total 3/4 

Connecticut 27% 25% 30% 18% 48% 

West Hartford 2% 21% 36% 28% 65% 

Norfeldt 9% 13% 39% 38% 77% 

 

Grade 4 Math 1 2 3 4    Total 3/4 

Connecticut 23% 33% 27% 17% 44% 

 West Hartford 9% 29% 35% 27% 62% 

Norfeldt 3% 25% 37% 35% 72% 

 

Grade 5 Math 1 2 3 4    Total 3/4 

Connecticut 33% 30% 19% 18% 37% 

West Hartford 14% 26% 23% 37% 60% 

Norfeldt 6% 28% 26% 41% 67% 

 
 
Tonight at the PTO meeting I will go into the scores in more detail. Please feel free to contact me if you have 
any questions and can’t attend the meeting. 
 
I hope you are able to find time to enjoy the beautiful fall weather that we are having! 
 
Warmly, 
Jen Derick 
 
 
 
 
 
 



       CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 
Thursday 10/8 
Halloween Costume Sale, 5:00PM-7:00PM 

 Norfeldt’s first ever Halloween Costume Sale will take place this evening in the cafeteria.  Every costume is $5.  
Come out and get your Halloween shopping done early! 
 

General PTO Meeting, Library, 7:00PM 

Come for the costumes, but stay for the first PTO Meeting of the year.  Mary Lestini, Town-Wide Curriculum 
Specialist for Mathematics, will be discussing the new math curriculum.  Ms. Derick will go over our SBAC test scores 
from last year.  PTO updates and Room Parent information will be shared as well.  Meet us in the library. 
 

Friday 10/9 
Chess Program, Library 7:30AM 
 
Monday 10/12 
Columbus Day- NO SCHOOL 
 
Tuesday 10/13 
Grade 4 Choir, 7:45AM, Music Room 
Grade 5 Orchestra, 7:45AM 
 
Wednesday 10/14 
Grade 5 Choir, 7:45AM  
School Picture Retake Day *NOTE the 5th grade yearbook picture will be taken on this day 
Grade 2 field trip to Westmoor Park, 9:30AM 
 
Thursday 10/15 
Leisure Svcs, Morning Club (Grds 2 & 3)-Fitness, 7:30AM 
Grade 5 Band, 7:45AM 
Grade 3 field trip to Trash Museum (2 classes), 9:00AM 
Grade 4 field trip to Spicebush, 9:00AM 
PTO Parents Night Out, Muse Paintbar 
 
Friday 10/16 
Chess Program, Library 7:30AM 
Kindergarten field trip to Indian Rock, 9:00AM 
Grade 3 field trip to Trash Museum (2 classes), 9:00AM 
 
Monday 10/19 
Leisure Svcs, Morning Club: Grade 4 & 5 Fitness 
 
Tuesday 10/20 
Grade 4 Choir, 7:45AM, Music Room 
Grade 5 Orchestra, 7:45AM 
 
Wednesday 10/21 
Grade 5 Choir, 7:45AM  
Townwide Cross Country Run, Charter Oak School 



 
 
Thursday 10/22 
Leisure Svcs, Morning Club (Grds 2 & 3)-Fitness, 7:30AM 
Grade 5 Band, 7:45AM 
The Norfeldt NEWS is published 
 
Friday 10/23 
Chess Program, Library 7:30AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more Norfeldt calendar information please visit 
http://norfeldt.whps.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://norfeldt.whps.org/


 

 

P.E. Notes 

 
The 2015-16 school year in physical education is 
off to a terrific start.  Students in Kindergarten have 
been learning about personal space, traveling in 
numerous ways, and exploring using their bodies at 
different levels and speeds.    Grades 1-3 have been 
developing their foot-eye skills (soccer) and grades 
4 & 5 have been combining personal fitness 
enhancement with football skills.  Fitness testing 
will begin the week of October 5th for the fifth 
graders and will take place all day October 20th for 
the 4th grade. 
 
Many students in grades 2-5 are now taking 
advantage of the morning fitness club.  Tokens are 
earned for achieving designated scores in curlups, 
pushups, jumping rope, and running laps.  The next 
activity is volleyball which starts the beginning of 
November.   
 
Additionally, the annual Town Wide Cross Country 
meet held at Charter Oak School will be held on 
Wednesday, October 21.  This is for 3-5 graders and 
is held after school.  Permission slips are available 
at the physical education office.  
   
Mrs. Kathy Sweetland & Mr. Dan Golden 
Physical Education Teachers 

 
 

 VETERANS DAY ASSEMBLY 
On Wednesday, November 11

th

 at  

9:30 AM, we will host a Veterans Day 

Assembly in the gym. During this 

program, we shall recall the history of 

Veterans Day, and the important role that veterans 

have played in our country. Each grade level will do 

a short presentation to honor our veterans.  If you, a 

friend, or relative is a veteran who would like to 

attend this ceremony, please return the form by 

Thursday, November 5th.  Additional copies are 

available in the school office.  A breakfast reception 

will be held in the cafeteria from 8:45-9:30AM for 

our veteran guests. 

PARENT CONFERENCE WEEK 
Parent Conference Week is the week of November 16th. 
Please make a note of the following dismissal schedule: 
 
Tuesday, November 17th           1:30PM 
Wednesday, November 18th    2:00PM 
Thursday, November 19th        1:30PM 
Friday, November 20th     1:30PM 

 

 
 

INVIEW TEST OF COGNITIVE SKILLS  
During the third week of October, all third graders 

will take the InView Test of Cognitive Skills. 
It is part of our townwide testing program and the 

purpose of the test is to provide information 
on students' ability to think rather than on their 
achievement.  The test takes approximately two 

hours and is completed in multiple sessions.  Your 
assistance in assuring your child is well rested 

and present in school during this week will be helpful. 

 

Spiritwear        
Wondering where to get that awesome 

Norfeldt Dolphin Tie Dye T-Shirt, 

Sweatshirt, or Fleece (available in Adult 

sizes, too!) as well as magnets and 

notepads?  Contact Danielle Ivens at 

danielleivens@gmail.com with questions. 
 

 

 
Farmers’ Market 

The first Farmers’ Market of the year will 

take place on Thursday, 10/22/15 near the 

Norfeldt garden.  In the event of rain, the 

Farmers’ Market will be moved to the 

cafeteria. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMy6qIaG6scCFQGsPgodzvwC8g&url=http://flashesfootballparents.com/?p%3D1654&psig=AFQjCNHzi0m9PRjubi_lGbDPGvQ5y7WUag&ust=1441891362029583
mailto:danielleivens@gmail.com


Les Nouvelles  

Norfeldt French News 

Bonjour les parents! 

Just a reminder to all that consistent 
French practice at home is encouraged. 

Along with their vocabulary boxes, 
students can supplement with websites 

and apps. Please “oversee” their 
computer time. If you come across any 

worthwhile additions, please share 
with me. 

 
Here are just a few thematic ideas to 

start with… 
www.french-games.net                             

www.frenchspanishonline.com 
www.digitaldialects.com                                        

app-Duolingo Amusez-vous! 
 

Merci beaucoup, Madame Bober 

 
 

PTO Dues      

Time is running out to pay your $10 family 
dues and get your free gift from the Norfeldt 
PTO. Please fill out the bottom portion of 
the dues flyer, along with a check made 
payable to “Norfeldt PTO” and return it to 
the front office before October 31, 2015!! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

From the Nurse 
Parents, cold and flu season will be here 
soon.  Please teach your child to cover 

his/her cough (cough into the sleeve), 
wash hands often, drink plenty of fluids, 

eat a healthy diet, and get adequate rest.  
Also, please speak to your pediatrician 
regarding a flu shot for your child.  As 

always, if your child has a fever, vomiting, 
or diarrhea, he must stay at home until 

24 hours after the last episode of 
fever, vomiting, or diarrhea.  Please 
check your child’s temperature before 

giving fever-reducing medication like 
Tylenol or Ibuprofen.  Thank you, and stay 

healthy! 
 

 

ELC Lottery Applications 

The Early Learning Center at Whiting Lane School 

and Aiken Elementary School is now accepting 

applications for the 2016-2017 school year.  The 

program is family centered and has half day 

sessions that meet four days a week.  A lottery will 

be conducted in January. 

 

To be considered for the program, children must be 

three years old by September 1, 2016, toilet-trained 

by the start of the school year and exhibit age-

appropriate language, social and play skills. All 

applicants must participate in a play-based 

screening prior to being considered for the lottery 

selection.  

 

If you are interested, please contact Pam Macca at 

(860) 233-1455.  The application process will close 

on November 30, 2015.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.french-games.net/
http://www.frenchspanishonline.com/
http://www.digitaldialects.com/


ELEMENTARY VACANT SEAT PROGRAM 

 
 

Vacant Seat Program – Application Start date is 

Monday, October 5, 2015 

 

The West Hartford Public Schools vacant seat 

program utilizes available space on school buses.  

This program allows students to ride buses, where 

space is available, who under the West Hartford 

Public Schools Transportation policy are not 

eligible for transportation.  No additional bus stops 

are added to the routes for this program. 
 

Interested parents should contact the West Hartford 

Public Schools Transportation Office at (860)561-

6647 for additional information on or after October 

5th.  Requests are taken in this office by 

telephone on a first come, first served basis 

starting at 8:00 am.  

 

 

  
Guilt Free Fundraiser 

Want to support Norfeldt without being bothered 

with fundraisers this year? Here’s your chance to be 

“GUILT FREE” all year long!  Simply make a 

donation now and never feel guilty if you don’t 

participate in any other fundraisers this year!  

Suggested donation is $25.00 per family.  Funds 

will be used to build our new outdoor classroom, 

supplement field trip costs, provide teachers with 

needed supplies, and free family nights such as 

International Night and Bingo Night. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You      
The Norfeldt PTO would like to thank: 

 

Daisy Troop Leaders Sara Goldfarb and Maureen 

Casey and their 1st grade Daisy Troop #10447 who 

earned their Daisies Gardening Patch by painting 

clay pots.  The pots will be used as decorations for 

the perimeter of the Norfeldt garden.  They plan to 

plant flowers in the pots in the spring.  We cannot 

wait to see the finished product! 

 

Laura Faga for organizing our tasty night out at 

Mooyah.  We all enjoyed the great food and seeing 

our neighbors. 

 

Kristen Cohane for organizing School Picture Day.  

We can’t wait to see our proofs so that we can 

purchase lovely pictures of our beautiful children!  

Thank you also to her committee of dedicated 

moms who made our children shine: Tara Deveney, 

Andrea Dixon, and Heidi Lachut.  A very special 

thank you to Jill Krawciw who helped plan the day 

and ensured it ran smoothly. 

 
 
 

HALLOWEEN PARADE 

 
Join us for our annual Halloween Parade 
on Friday, October 30th. Students will be 

marching around the back playground 
beginning at 2:00PM. We ask that 

children not wear scary costumes, but 
instead costumes of fairy tale characters, 

clowns, princesses, etc. Please no 
simulated weapons, masks or face paint. 

We are aiming for smiles, fantasy and 
FUN! 



 
 

Parent’s Night Out!  Muse Paint Bar, 
Wednesday, 10/14/15, 7 pm 

Please join us at MUSE paint bar (in Blue 
Back Square) on Wednesday, October 14th. 

 Create your own masterpiece with a guided 
tutorial from a MUSE artist.  NO artistic 

ability is necessary.  Painting begins 
promptly at 7 pm (MUSE opens at 6:30 pm - 

please plan to arrive no later than 7 pm!). 
 Registration and pre-payment are required 

($45 per person which includes your 
painting and instruction - a portion will 

benefit the Norfeldt PTO).  Please register 
via this link: 

https://events.musepaintbar.com/index.php
/welcome/edit/8253 

 
Due to MUSE space this event is limited to 
22 people (register & pre-pay via the link to 

guarantee your spot) so don’t delay!  We 
need five more budding artists to fill this 

event.  Please sign up today! 

 

Bingo & Ice Cream Night 
Thursday, 11/19/15, 6:30 pm 

Game on!  Bingo and Ice Cream Night will 
occur in the auditorium at 6:30 pm on 

11/19/15.  Bring your lucky bingo shirt and 
an appetite for fun.  There will be raffle 

prizes as well as prizes for winning bingo, 
celebrity bingo callers, and ice cream.  Bingo 
boards are $5 each with either an ice cream 
treat or apple and a raffle ticket.  Additional 

raffle tickets will be given to families who 
donate food for the West Hartford Food 

Pantry on Bingo Night. 

 

 
 

DONATIONS, PLEASE! 

The PTO is seeking donations of gently used, 

long-sleeved, 100% cotton t-shirts.  We need 

shirts of all children’s sizes and extra small and 

small adult shirts.  The shirts will be used to 

make “Hug Shirts” which are a calming sensory 

tool.  Please bring your donations to the main 

office. 

THANK YOU!!! 

 
 

WEST HARTFORD SEPTO CALENDAR 
2015-2016 

 
All presentations will be at Sedgwick Middle School, 128 

Sedgwick Road, West Hartford 
(Enter through Wardwell Rd entrance) 

 
October 21, Wednesday:  Where Do You Start?  
Addressing the Mental Health Needs of Children 
Join our Director of Psychological Services and social work 
staff to hear about West Hartford's new initiatives to identify 
and support children with mental health needs.  Other 
community services will also be discussed. 

 
Coffee & Conversation at Panera Bread 

 Bishops Corner 
The first Friday of the month, parents of children 
receiving special education services meet for coffee and 
some enlightening conversation.  Come join us!  All 
times are 9:00 – 10:00am. 
     
November 6    March 4 
December 4   April 1 
January 8   May 6 
February 5 

 
 
 
 
 

https://events.musepaintbar.com/index.php/welcome/edit/8253
https://events.musepaintbar.com/index.php/welcome/edit/8253


Back by Popular Demand…  

 

The Norfeldt PTO “GUILT FREE” Fundraiser! 

Want to support Norfeldt without being bothered with fundraisers this year?  

 

Be “GUILT FREE” all year long! 

Simply make a donation now and never feel guilty if you 

don’t participate in any other fundraisers this year! 
(Suggested donation is $25.00 per family) 

 

What does your Norfeldt PTO use fundraising money for?  Building our new outdoor classroom, 

supplementing field trip costs, providing teachers with needed items that don’t fall within their 

provided budget, and free family nights at Norfeldt like the Kindergarten Popsicle Social, Fall 

Picnic, BINGO Night, Movie Night, Dance Night and International Night.  We organize, promote 

and pay for special and unique entertainment for the Classical Café, help defray costs for the 

5th grade graduation, and provide food and drinks for special events including but not limited to 

Special Persons’ Day and Teacher Luncheons.  The above listed items are a small sample of 

what we do – please come and volunteer or simply attend a meeting to find out more!  

- - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

I support “GUILT FREE” Fundraising and the Norfeldt PTO! 

 

Donation Amount:  $_____________ 

Parent Name:  _____________________________________ 

Child/Children Name(s):  _______________________________________ 

Email Address:   _______________________________________ 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

Please make checks payable to the Norfeldt PTO.  

Please return completed form and payment to the school office in an envelope 

marked “PTO.” 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


