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Recognition of Upcoming Religious Holidays 2016 - 2017: 4/11 - 18 Passover* (8 days);   
4/14 Good Friday (Christianity); 4/16 Easter (Christianity);  5/14 Buddha Day – Visakha Puja (Buddhism);  

6/6-7/5 Ramadan* (Islam)  *All holy days begin at sunset the day before 

Calendar  of  Upcoming Events  to  J o t  Down .  .  .  2/8 -  2/28/17 
DATE TIME EVENT / ACTIVITY  LOCATION 

MORLEY  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  

77 Bretton Road W Hartford, CT 06119  860.233.8535 / Fax: 860.233.7705  

www.morley.whps.org 

Homework Center 

Tues & Thurs  

3:20 - 4:20
pm 

 Library 

Gym Rats  

Grades1-3Thurs. 8am (1/19 - 2/16) 

Grades3-5 Fri.7:50am (1/20 - 3/17) 

R e h e a r s a l s  
 

Choir: Grades 4 & 5   
Wednesday 7:45am 

 

Band:  Grade 5  

Tues. 7:45 - 8:45am 

 

Band:  Grade 4  

Thurs. 7:45 - 8:45am  
 

Orchestra:  Grade 4  

Tues. 1 - 1:30pm 

 

Orchestra:  Grade 5  

Fri. 7:45 - 8:45am 

                           

 
 Wed Feb 8 6pm - 7pm   STEM PTO Meeting  LMC 

Thu Feb 9 2:30pm - 5pm  Inter-El Choir  Auditorium 

3:20pm - 4:20pm Homework Center   LMC 

Fri Feb 10  7pm - 10pm  Eat, Drink, Bid  PTO Auction Pond House 

Mon Feb 13 7:50am - 8:30am  Morley Muse   Room 12 

9am - 11am  Wallack Community Service Project Cafeteria 

Tue Feb 14 3:20pm - 4:20pm  Homework Center  LMC 

3:25pm - 4:25pm French Club   Room 9 

Wed Feb 15 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm PTO Effie's Fundraiser Effie’s 

Thu Feb 16 7:45am - 8:45am  Student Council Meeting LMC 

2:30pm - 5pm   Inter-El Choir   Auditorium 

3:20pm - 4:20pm  Homework Center   LMC 

6:30pm - 7:30pm Math Quest Informational Meeting Duffy Elem. 

Fri Feb 17 11:30am - 1:30pm  STEM Meal Worm Activity 

Mon Feb 20 & 21 Presidents’ Day & Winter Recess NO SCHOOL 

Thu Feb 23 2:30pm - 5pm  Inter-El Choir   Auditorium 

3:20pm - 4:20pm  Homework Center   LMC 

Fri Feb 24 3:30pm - 4:30pm  Grade 4 Parachute Event 

Tue Feb 28 3:20pm - 4:20pm  Homework Center   LMC 

3:25pm - 4:25pm  French Club    Room 9 

C A L L I N G  F U T U R E  K I N D E R G A R T N E R S    

If you have (or know) a child (5 years old on or before 1/1/18), eligible for  kindergarten in Fall 2017, please call the 
school office @ 233.8535.  We want to add your child’s name to our list of incoming students. Our incoming kin-

EAT        DRINK       BID  
 

PTO Auction Fundraiser 
 

Friday February 10th  

@  

The Pond House 

PTO Effie's Fundraiser 

2/15/17 @ 5pm 

http://www.whps.org/school/morley


 

 
Read Across America Celebration At Morley School 

 

Read Across America day celebrates reading across the nation and world. The event was 
born in the late ‘90s when the National Education Association pursued the idea to celebrate 
reading. 
 

The first event was held in March in 1998 on Dr. Seuss’s birthday. Since then, the event has 
gained national and worldwide notoriety with support from more than 50 national non-
profit and association partners. 
 

At Morley School, all families are invited to “Cozy Up with Cocoa and Books” as we              
celebrate Read Across America day on Wednesday night, March 1st from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
in the auditorium. Families are invited to bring favorite books, wear comfy clothes, bring             
blankets and pillows, and celebrate literacy. Cocoa with marshmallows will be served! 
 

In addition to the celebration, families will have a chance to see Morley’s little library that 
will be installed near the primary playground and there will be a book swap table. Donate a 
gently used (or new) book and leave with a book that is new to you. Hope to see you there! 
 

 

Cozy Up with Cocoa and Books at Morley 

Who: All K-5 students and their families 

Where: Morley Auditorium  

When: Wednesday night, March 1st from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Bring your favorite books to read! 
 



Enrichment  Projects Occurring in Morley! 

 

 

 

Straw Rocket Launcher Project with 3rd Grade 
 

Recently all 3rd grade students conducted a STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
math) enrichment project utilizing a Straw Rocket Launcher.  Students worked in teams to plan,   
design and launch a straw rocket that would land as close to a target as possible. Materials for          
designing the rocket were limited to one straw per team, a small piece of clay, tape and paper.     
Students cut paper to add wings and tails to the straw and used the clay to stop air from passing 
through one end. Once the rockets were complete- it was time to Launch!  Students practiced 
measuring (to the nearest centimeter) the distance their rocket landed away from target. After all 
students launched their rockets, the class analyzed the data to discover which rockets had the best 
design features.  From here, all students drew conclusions about what worked from their design and 
what they would like to change.  Finally, a revised plan was created where students were able to 
change their original designs incorporating new ideas from what they learned from analyzing the 
class data.  With all teams ready with their new design, a final launch occurred.  Students           
measured to see if their final design landed closer to the target then their first try.   

 
 

 

 

 

The Morley Kindergarten Butterfly Garden 

 

QUESTION:  How could Morley’s Kindergartens be provided with a living Butterfly Garden? 
 

ANSWER:   Ask the Quest 5 team to research, design, and build one.  
 

 In the fall our art teacher, Mrs. Stinziani, asked for help exhibiting cave paintings.  The Q5 
team put together an interactive exhibit called ‘The Cave By The River’ to showcase the 4th and 5th 
graders art work.  The Q5 team conducted tours of an enormous cave (made of boxes), shared          
stories of the Lascoux Cave Paintings, and created stamp art activities to help kindergartners and 
first graders enjoy the artwork more fully. 
 

 ‘The Cave By The River’ was such a hit that the kindergarten teachers invited the Q5 team to 
create the Morley Kindergarten Butterfly Garden.  Research is being conducted, soil is being tested, 
learning activities are being created, and plans for the MKBG opening are underway for the 
spring.  Stay tuned! 
 

Elyse Post-Perez and Sherry Stidolph 
Quest Team 



EAT  DRINK  BID 
Morley’s 16 th Annual Silent Auction  

 

Hello Morley Families,  
 

It’s time to start thinking about EAT DRINK BID!  What’s that you ask? Morley’s Silent Auction  is one of  
our biggest fundraiser and an evening you don’t want to miss, so mark your calendars and save the date! 
 

!!!  WHEN: Friday, February 10
th

 2017  !!! 
 

WHERE: Pond House  
 

WHAT: The auction is an opportunity for parents, teachers, staff, and friends of the Morley          

community to gather, have fun, and raise money for our beloved Morley School.  Money raised from 
this event has contributed to many different attributes  of the school that directly benefit your child.   

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP:  
 

This year we will focus on primarily raising money through Raffle Baskets, Teacher Donations, Personal 
Donations (such as your own services or talents, or a beach house or tickets),  Gift Cards (Shop and Dash, 
Dine and Dash), 50/50 and Wine Pull.    
 
Help Bring in Awesome Auction Items:  While this year the focus is not to approach individual   
businesses, however, if you have established relationships with businesses, and can easily solicit                 
something from them, we do appreciate that support.  
 

Please feel free to use and personalize the Donation Letter located here on Google Docs:                 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14wnY_Gv5J2fBMNwab1PiwCAJYIW-7qa65tshgcg3fNA/edit  

 
Contribute A Personal Donation: We will rely on families to consider donating items such as             
vacation homes or time share week, art, your own services or talents such as lessons, photography,            
painting, baking, etc.  Please let Rachana Sampat know if you are able to help support. 
 
Raffle Baskets: This year theme is different for each class for us to get a variety of items and               
increase the number of baskets.  
 

  Kindergarten: Monroe - Disney  Flores - Super Heroes   Abraham - Arts and Crafts 
 1

st 
   Ashworth - Star Wars LaForte - Board Games 

 2
nd    

O’Connor - Harry Potter Staffaroni – American Girl   Vannie - Outdoor fun 
 3

rd
   Barrieau - Science  Antoinetti - Lego    Wallack - Music 

 4
th   

Hall - Pamper Me  Perry - Books & More 
 5

th   
Contribution for Best Buy Gift Card /Electronics 

 
Join the Committee: We would love your help! Please join us in making this a successful night!  
Contact Rachana Sampat rosampat27@yahoo.com  if you are interested. 
 
Look for punchbowl invites in your email boxes soon.  
 
Thank you for your support! 
 

Morley PTO http://www.morleypto.com/  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14wnY_Gv5J2fBMNwab1PiwCAJYIW-7qa65tshgcg3fNA/edit
mailto:rosampat27@yahoo.com
http://www.morleypto.com/










 

 

West Hartford Special Education PTO  February 2017 Events 

Wednesday, February 15 at 7pm  Monthly Meeting – Topic TBD 

Save the date for our regularly scheduled monthly meeting at Sedgwick Middle School at 7pm in the multi-
purpose room. 

Ongoing  Membership Drive  

It’s always the right time to join West Hartford SEPTO!  Please register online at www.whsepto.org/
membership.html 

www.WHSEPTO.org 

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/West-Hartford-SEPTO  

TARDIES 
 

When a student arrives after 8:30 a.m. he or she will be walking into a classroom where the teach-

ing and learning have begun.  Please ensure that your child is at school on time.  This enables all 

students to receive maximum benefit from instruction and develop positive work habits and organi-

zational skills. 

Pamphlets, Brochures, Catalogs which can be found in the office . . . 
 

A Guide to Transitioning into Kindergarten    ~   Life Learn Catalog Winter/Spring 

 

C A L L I N G  F U T U R E  K I N D E R G A R T N E R S  
   

If you have (or know) a child (5 years old on or before 1/1/18), eligible for  
kindergarten in Fall 2017, please call the school office @ 233.8535.  We want to add 
your child’s name to our list of incoming students.  
 

Parent Leadership Training Institute (PLTI) Class of 2017: Are you interested in making a difference in the lives of West 

Hartford children by expanding your parental toolbox to include leadership and advocacy skills? Then, we have a great             

opportunity for you. The Parent Leadership Training Institute (PLTI) trains, inspires and empowers all parents to become effec-

tive advocates for children. To learn more about this dynamic program which begins in January, please contact Sara Barczak 

at sbarczak@bridgefamilycenter.org  or call Charter Oak's Family Resource Center at 860-929-5575. There is no cost to       

participate in this leadership training program. 

2016 Education Legislation: Public Act 16-189 We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools 

to be able to efficiently and effectively use digital tools that empower them in all phases of the learning process, including re-

search, problem solving, content creation, communication, and collaboration. We also believe that we must be committed at all 

times to protecting students' privacy and providing them with a powerful and safe educational experience. To that end, the West 

Hartford Public Schools follow the legal requirements of   Public Act 16-189 to promote the safety and security of all students 

and staff. 
 

In compliance with Connecticut State Law, we update online programs used within the district that house student data. The  

programs may be used district-wide, in a very small number of classrooms, or with individual students. The list will be updated 

each time the district enters into a new contract where student data is housed. For more information on the specifics of Public 

Act 16-189 and updates of vendor agreements, visit www.whps.org/pa189. 

http://www.whsepto.org/membership.html
http://www.whsepto.org/membership.html
http://www.whsepto.org/
http://www.facebook.com/West-Hartford-SEPTO
mailto:sbarczak@bridgefamilycenter.org
tel:(860)%20929-5575
http://www.whps.org/pa189




IS YOUR CHILD GOING TO BE ABSENT OR TARDY?  
Please remember to call the school office (233-8535) if your child will be tardy or absent.  You 
may report an absence before 8:00 a.m. and after 4:00 p.m. by using the voice mail system at 
the same number. Any absence reported by the teacher, but not the parent, will alert the 
office to a potential problem and will necessitate a call to your home. 

AT T E N T I O N  PA R E N T S  O F  B U S  R I D E R S  
 

Attendance is taken every afternoon on the bus to insure the safe homecoming of all our                   
students.  It is assumed that all children who are eligible to ride the bus will do so unless they are 
sick or have been signed out early.  If your child will not be riding the bus either routinely (s/he 
will attend MEDC for example) or occasionally (an after school visit with a walker), a note must be 
received in the office.  When a child is not on line for the bus in the p.m. and no note is received, 
we look for that child and thus hold up the bus.  Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated!   

SAFETY ISSUE REMINDER  
 
 

Bicycles, scooters, skateboards, roller blades and skates are not to be used on school 

property due to safety concerns.  Once your child arrives on school grounds they are asked 

to walk their bicycles, scooters and skateboards to the bike racks and to remove their roller 

blades and skates.  None of the above are allowed to be used within the school building! 
 
 

As always, we recommend that only students in grades 3-5 ride their bicycles to school.  To 

do so, a permission slip should be filed in the office.  Remember, helmets must be worn by all 

children 12 and under. 

S U P E R V I S I O N  B E F O R E  S C H O O L  
 

 Bus students are not to exit the bus in the morning  until 8:20 AM at the elementary schools. 
 All students should not be on school grounds before 8:20 AM. 
 Parents will be called if their children are consistently dropped off before this time. 

 

There is no supervision on the grounds until 8:20 a.m.  Please be sure that your child(ren) are not 
arriving or being dropped off before that time.  There is no access to the school before the first 
bell at 8:30 a.m.  
Please be sure to stay tuned to the radio or television or call the source line at 233-2334 to be 
sure there is no “delay” due to the weather. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in the safety of your children. 

DROPPING OFF OR PICKING UP STUDENTS  
 

Please remember, for the safety of your children, no one should be driving into the parking lot 
to drop off or pick up students. No cars are allowed to enter the parking lot during arrival or  
dismissal times (except for    handicap parking). Thank you for your cooperation! 



 

 

 

 

 

Earn cash for our school each time you clip 

Box Tops coupons. It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3! 
 
 

1. Clip Box Tops : Find Box Tops coupons on hundreds of your  favor ite products. Each 

Box Top coupon is worth 10¢ for our school.  
 

2.Send Box Tops to School: Turn in your  Box Tops coupons to the box in the office.  Our 

school will collect the Box Tops and send them to Box Tops for Education. 
 

3. Our School Earns Cash: Twice each year , Box Tops will send a check to our  school for  

each Box Tops coupon redeemed, up to $20,000 each year. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

SHOPRITE FOR EDUCATION 
 

Shop Rite will be giving away more than $220,000 worth of free Educational Equip-
ment this year.  

 

Please go to www.shopriteforeducation.com and  

click on the Shopper Login link.  

Use School Code: 50162 
 

Every time you shop and scan your Price Plus Card,  
Morley School will earn valuable credit toward  
FREE educational equipment.  It’s that easy!  

 

 

Remember . . . 
You must re-register each school year  

to  participate in this program.   
 

Please sign up today!! 

http://www.shopriteforeducation.com/images/sr_key_tag.jpg






 

EMERGENCY EARLY CLOSING 
 

In the event of an emergency early closing, 
these are the early closing times on ALL days:  
 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 1:00pm 
 

Middle School       11:45am  
High School   11:00am 

 

 Give your children 3 to 5 homes to go to in 

the neighborhood, in a certain order. 

 Show them where an extra house key is kept. 

 Remind your child to go to the designated 

neighbor, but then be certain to leave a note 
for you (on the back door or in the mailbox) 
as to where they are staying. 

 

We suggest that you walk through a simulation 
with your children to give them the experience 
in a non-threatening situation. 
 

REMEMBER: In the event of an emergency 
early closing, Morley Extended Day Care will 
close when school closes. 

OUTDOOR RECESS POLICY 
 

 

The recess policy dictates that 

all students will go outside for 

recess if the temperature is 

20º Fahrenheit or above.  
 

Youngsters should be appropriately 

dressed to spend time outdoors during 

recess. Warm clothes, gloves, hats, and 

boots are required during the winter 

months. 
 

Children well enough to come to school 

should be well enough to be outside 

during recess. 
 

Exceptions for medical reasons may be  

granted on an individual basis.   
 

In the event of inclement or severely cold 

weather, outdoor recess will be canceled. 

SUPERVISION BEFORE SCHOOL 
 

 Students should not be on school grounds before 8:20am 
 Bus students are not to exit the bus until 8:20am at the           

elementary schools. 
 Parents will be called if their children are consistently 

dropped off before this time. 
 

There is no supervision on the grounds until 8:20am 
 

Please be sure that your child (ren) are not arriving or be-
ing dropped off before that time. There is no access to the 
school before the first bell at 8:30am.  
 

PLEASE POST BY YOUR PHONE AT HOME & AT WORK ! !  

 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS & DELAYS DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

 The superintendent of schools determines the necessity for a 

delayed opening or emergency closing of school due to 
weather conditions or other emergencies. 

 Parents will receive a phone call via the Connect-ED Rapid 

Notification Service informing them of a delayed opening or 
emergency closing.  The phone call would be issued no later 
than 6:30am 

 In the event of an early dismissal from school due to  inclem-

ent weather or other circumstances, parents/guardians will be 
notified by the principal via the Connect-ED Rapid Notification 
System. This allows parents to be notified by phone within 
minutes. 

 Announcements regarding school-opening delays or closings 

also are made over local radio and television stations. 

 This information may also be accessed by visiting our website 

at www.whps.org for closings, cancellations and additional 
information.  

 When schools are closed early, all school-related afternoon 

and evening activities are cancelled as well. 

 If the event of a delayed opening, ALL before school activities 

are cancelled. 

 It is important to review dismissal plans with your child. 

http://www.whps.org

