
 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some sample questions you could ask: 

 

At the Store: 

 If apples are about $4 a pound and dad buys 3 pounds of apples, how much will it cost? 

 You want to buy a new toy that costs about $40.  You have a coupon for ½ price.  How much 

will the toy be? 

 Cocoa Krispies cereal has 12 grams of sugar for ¾ a cup of cereal.  Cinnamon Toast Crunch 

cereal has 16 grams for 1 cup of cereal.  Which cereal has less sugar? 

 

At Home: 

 Around the Clock 

o We start eating dinner at 6:25.  It takes us 25 minutes to eat.  What time are we finished 

eating dinner? 

o We want to go to a movie that starts at 7:30 p.m.  It will take us 25 minutes to drive 

there.  Then we need about 15 minutes to get our tickets and buy popcorn.  What time 

should we leave home to get there before the movie starts? 

o It takes Dad 30 minutes to walk to work.  If he drives, it takes him 1/3 of that time.  

When Dad walks to work, he leaves at 7:20 to get to work on time.  If Dad drives to 

work, what is the latest time he can leave to get to work on time? 

 

 In the Kitchen   

o We’re making cookies for a party.  We want each person to have 5 cookies.  There will 

be 15 people at the party.  How many cookies should we make? 

o Mom made two pies, an apple pie and a blueberry pie.  If 2/3 of the apple pie was eaten 

and ½ of the blueberry pie was eaten.  Which pie has more left? 

o We want to double this recipe.  How much of each ingredient will we need? 

MATH is EVERYWHERE! 
 

 

For Grades 
3 - 5 

How to engage your child in real-world application of 
mathematics in your everyday routines. 



 

 Arts and Crafts   

o We want to make 4 bracelets for our friends.  We need 6 inches of cord for each 

bracelet.  Mom bought 2 feet of cord.  Do we have enough? 

o You buy a poster board for a school project that measures 24 inches by 18 inches.  You 

need to make 2 smaller posters out of it that are of equal size.  What will be the area of 

each piece?  The perimeter? 

o We need 2 ¼ yards of material to make some pillows.  The material costs $12.00 per 

yard.  How much money does your mom need to buy the material? 

 

On the Road: 

 On the GPS, it says we will arrive at our destination at 12:23.  It is now 11:05.  How much 

longer until we arrive? 

 Find numbers on road signs and ask: 

o Round that number to the nearest 10; nearest 100. 

o Is that number prime or composite?  How do you know? 

o Find the first 5 multiples of that number; what are the factor pairs for that number? 

 Look at license plates and add, subtract, multiply, divide multi-digit numbers. 

 We stop for gas.  Dad wants to fill the tank which is 20 gallons.  If gas costs $2.50 a gallon, 

how much will a fill-up cost? 

 

At a Restaurant or Drive Thru: 

 At a restaurant, one room has 6 tables that hold 2 people each and 4 tables that hold 4 people 

each.  How many people can fit in the room? 

 A cheeseburger has 1,260 mg of sodium; a Big Mac has 1,080 mg of sodium; and an order of 

large fries has 450 mg of sodium.  How much sodium total? 

 At Dunkin Donuts, a single donut costs $0.99; a ½ dozen costs $5.49.  You only want 5 

donuts.  Would it be a better deal to buy the ½ dozen or buy 5 single donuts? 

 

At The Game: 

 11 people play on one soccer team.  If there are two fields with 4 teams playing, how many 

people are playing soccer? 

 Sue scored a total of 35 points in two games.  She scored 6 times as many points in the 

second game as in the first.  How many points did she score in the second game? 

 Look at the players’ jerseys.  Can you find a number that is prime?  Composite?  How do you 

know? 

 The football game score is Patriots 27, Eagles 34.  How many points do the Patriots need to 

score to tie?  Win?  If touchdowns are 6 points with an extra point for a field goal or extra two 

points for 2-point conversion, field goal is 3 points, and safety is 2 points, what type of scores 

could they get to tie/win? 


