
June 8, 2017 
 
Dear Families, 
 
At morning entry yesterday, I asked a group of students how they were feeling about the transition to summer and 
they exclaimed, “I don’t want school to end!” and “I love third grade so much!” and “My teacher is just the best!” 
These are the ultimate compliments, and they say so much about who we are as a school. 
 
June is always bittersweet, as we close one year, celebrating our accomplishments and enjoying the time left 
together, while carefully planning for the next. As you know, the number of sections in several grades will change 
for 2017-18. As a result, these Duffy staff members will be embracing a new professional challenge: 

 Mrs. Griffin is shifting from 2nd grade to kindergarten 
 Mrs. Campbell and Mrs. Allen are both shifting from 3rd grade to 2nd 
 Mrs. Scutari is shifting from 5th grade to 4th. 

 
In addition, Mrs. Morrissey has accepted a position as a kindergarten teacher at Morley School and Mrs. Donatelli, 
Speech and Language Pathologist, and Mrs. Roy, Reading Specialist, are retiring. I thank these three amazing 
professionals for their service. 
 
In eight days we also say goodbye to Mrs. Perriello as she transitions back to the classroom and we welcome Mrs. 
Christine Mori as our new Curriculum Specialist. Christine is a 4th grade teacher at Wolcott School, known for her 
dynamic and innovative instructional approach, commitment to the whole child, and collaborative style. As a 
nationally certified trainer for Kagan Cooperative Learning, she spends her summers supporting teachers in creating 
positive classroom environments.  She is a perfect fit for Duffy! 
 
Seesaw 
We love this tool and we hope you have found it valuable this year. Supporting students in “learning out loud” and 
sharing their work with you is a strategic action we took to address the “I know how my child is doing before I get 
his/her report card” indicator on our annual survey. Next year, Seesaw will remain one of many ways we ensure 
excellent communication between home and school.  
 
Because we are not renewing the portfolio option due to budget constraints, all documents will be lost at the end 
of the school year unless you follow these instructions to download a .zip archive of your child’s journal, including 
images, videos, audio recordings, and text notes or captions: 
http://www.whps.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsid=1890 
 
We encourage you to download your favorite videos and photos to remember the excellent teaching and learning 
that took place this year! 

  

 

http://www.whps.org/cf_news/view.cfm?newsid=1890


 
Clap Out and 2:00 Dismissal 
We will end the school year by honoring our 5th graders, retirees, and staff members moving on to new adventures 
with a "clap out" on Monday, June 19th. They will parade through the building and down the front sidewalk as we 
cheer for them. All families are invited to join us on the front lawn at 1:40. After the parade, students will return to 
their classrooms and we will follow normal dismissal procedures. If your child rides the bus, but you plan to take 
him or her home with you, please send a note to school with your child Monday morning. All parents are asked to 
remain outside until our 2:00 dismissal. 

   

August Placement Letters 
2017-18 student classroom assignments will be delayed approximately one week until August 10th, 2017 in order to 
be responsive to any changes in school and district enrollments.  Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

  

Parent Volunteer Opportunities  
Did you know that we have several committees at Duffy made up of both staff and parents? These committees serve 
two important purposes; to reflect on the vision, mission, and goals of our school and to create opportunity for 
collaborative partnerships between all stakeholders. For next year, we need one additional parent volunteer to serve 
on each of the committees below. If you are interested, please fill in your information and send this page back to 
school with your child. Or, you can email your preferences to kristi_laverty@whps.org.  
 
I am interested in serving on the Enrichment Committee (2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:45 am).  
Name:  
Phone Number:  
Email: 

  

I am interested in serving on the Safe School Committee (1st Monday of the month at 3:30 pm).  
Name:  
Phone Number:  
Email: 

  

I am interested in serving on the Duffy Site Council (5x’s a year, Thursdays at 3:30 pm).  
Name:  
Phone Number:  
Email: 

  

I love the excitement of June, and I love the work of educators in July and August. Every summer gives us the 
opportunity to reflect, to learn, and to set new goals. It is in this time of renewal that great ideas are born and plans 
are made to do better and to be better. I look forward to analyzing the school survey and statewide assessment results 
in July and begin reflection on our School Development Plan. I sincerely thank you for the continued privilege of 
serving you and your children.  Have an amazing summer! 

  

Sincerely,  

Kristi Laverty 

 
 
 



 
 

Curriculum Corner  
Cristina Perriello, Curriculum Specialist   
 

 
New Adventure  
Mrs. Laverty shared the news of my new adventure to return to the classroom in our last 
edition of the Duffy Dateline. The past three years have been an incredibly rewarding 

experience to serve our Duffy community as your Curriculum Specialist. Thank you for welcoming me to the team, 
digging into the work together, and supporting my decision to return to teaching. Wishing you a wonderful summer! 
 
Summer Learning  
Summer reading list, check!  
 
Library card ready to go, check!  
 
Sunscreen and plans to stay cool, check!  
 
Practice mathematical concepts in an authentic way… beyond flashcards and worksheets… this may be trickier. Our 
hope and wish for our learners is to engage in math over the long weeks of summer away from school. For some of 
us, that may evoke a sense of discomfort. We think of practicing facts with flashcards, worksheets, and maybe a few 
word problems to wrap up. This summer, let’s try to carry over our school improvement goal and increase 
engagement! Mathematical thinking takes place every day and making those connections will make the difference. 
Here are some ideas for you to implement this summer.  
 
Questions to ask in the grocery stores: 

 Doubling a recipe for a picnic 

o How much of each item do we need to buy?  

o How much will it cost? 

o How will we pay for the total? 

o Will we receive any change, about how much change?  

 

 Going on a trip to the local splash pad or to a farther destination : 

o Your car fits five people. If you and and one adult are in it, how many friends can you bring?  

o Filling up the gas tank before you depart, how much gas can your tank hold? How do you know? 

How much will you need for the trip?  

o What is the best route? Consider traffic and time? Give reasoning for decision and debate! 

Discussion of routes and direction, i.e. north, northwest, east, south, etc.  

o Elapsed time is a perfect connection to any walk, plane ride, bicycle ride, or car trip! Discuss about 

how long a trip might be. Describe the start time and the end time of the trip, and figure out 

together how long that time is. This reinforces using different time telling pieces too. Knowing how 

to read an analog clock is an important skill and helps our younger learners develop a concept of 

time. Shading in parts of a clock drawing to show the time passing, making the comparison to a 

number line, skip counting by fives, are all meaningful aspects of telling time.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Follow up question stems for discourse for any topic or concept: 

 What’s the number sentence/equation to show your thinking? 

 How did you figure that out?  

 Have you considered… 

 What is another way you could reach that answer?  

 How might you do it differently? 

 What we will think of next time?  

 What does this remind you of?  

 Why is this important to know?  

 How could we draw our thinking to show this? 

Cheers to a fabulous summer of seeking out patterns and making sense of our surroundings through the lens 
of learning and being curious. Experience the warm days together as readers, mathematicians, and writers, and return 
in the fall with a new outlook of everyday connections of being knowledge seekers and innovators.  

 
2017 Commissioner’s Summer Math Challenge: Math All Around Us 
Our school welcomes the exciting invitation to participate in the 2017 Commissioner’s Summer Math Challenge: 
Math All Around Us recently announced by the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE). The CSDE 
in partnership with Metametrics is offering this FREE math skills maintenance program based on grade-level 
standards to students who have just completed grades 1 through 8.  Interested families can enroll online 
at http://Quantiles.com/summer-math and receive daily emails from June 19, 2017, through July 28, 2017 with fun 
activities and links to educational resources. Each week of the six-week program targets a different grade level 
concept.   

 
The challenge's math log and registration information for all Grade 1-5 students will be sent home before the last 
day of school. Information for the Commissioner’s Summer Math Challenge can also be found on the State 
Department of Education Web site at http://www.ct.gov/sde/summermathchallenge. 

 
If you choose to register your child, please enter your child's grade level and overall math performance (finds math at 
grade level easy, usually performs at grade level, or struggles with math at grade level). This information will support you and your 
child's engagement with the program activities. Please leave the sections on Quantile measures blank or, if prompted, 
"do not know." This math challenge is being sponsored in many states across the country, and Quantile is not a 
measure currently used by all CT districts.   

 
We hope you choose to engage in this enjoyable Summer Math Challenge with your child this summer!  If you 
have any questions, please contact our school office or Kerry Jones, Director of Elementary Education, 
at kerry_jones@whps.org.   

 
 
 
 

  

http://quantiles.com/summer-math
http://www.ct.gov/sde/summermathchallenge
mailto:kerry_jones@whps.org


 

June 2017 

 

Thu, June 8   All day   Town Wide Field Day  
3:15-4:00pm  Farmers Market, Duffy Front Lawn 
3:30-4:00pm  Jacob Gohsler Chive Garden Dedication, Duffy Garden 
6:00-8:00pm  Cub Scout Pack Meeting, Café 

 
Fri, June 9   7:45-8:20am  Before School Gym 
 
Mon, Jun 12   All day   Grade 5 Fun Day at Camp Chase 
 
Tue, June 13   8:45-9:45am  PTO Volunteer Breakfast, Café 
 
Thu, June 15  1:30-2:30pm  Grade 5 Class Day 
 
Mon, Jun 19   1:40pm   Clap Out!  
   2:00pm   Dismissal- Report Cards in backpacks! 
 

 

Ready for Kindergarten? 

 
Children residing in West Hartford who are 5 on or before January 1, 2018 are eligible for enrollment in 

WHPS kindergartens.  Please call the school office at (860) 521-0110 or email Leslie_Carpenter@whps.org today 
to start the registration process for the Fall of 2017 enrollment.  

 

 

Not Coming Back? 
If you know that your child will NOT be returning to Duffy School in the fall, or you have a fifth grader who will 
not be attending a West Hartford Public Middle School, please contact the school office so that we can accurately 

plan for class sizes and send records. 
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News from the Literacy Center 
Lynette Roy-Duffy Reading Specialist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Duffy School is excited to announce that we are the recipients of a $15,000 grant from the Carson Scholars 

Fund which will be used to create a reading room.  Carson Reading Rooms are used to promote leisure reading as a 
key to unlocking a child’s full potential and promote an encouraging attitude towards lifelong reading and learning. 
Currently, there are over 160 Reading Rooms in 22 states and Washington, D.C.   

 
Our project committee members are Chris Harrison, Becky Pauluk, Kristi Burton, Kristi Laverty, Cristina 

Perriello, Kate Prigodich, Jill Dailey, and Lynette Roy.  We have begun work to design the room, order books and 
identify ways that the room will be used.  

 
The Reading Room is designed to be a cozy place where small groups or whole classes can go to read books 

independently. The room will house of 500 books and an assortment of magazines.  Comfortable, flexible seating 
will be situated in each of the reading areas.  Our theme is based on the Duffy Dragon which will be a central part 
of our Reading Room mural.   

 
The purpose of the Reading Room is very different from that of the Duffy Library-Media Center.  The 

Library Media center is an instructional literacy room where students learn literacy and media skills and borrow 
books.  The Reading Room is simply a place where children can go and quietly read books of their choosing.  In 
addition, Reading Room books remain in the room and are not loaned out.   

 
We look forward to creating this room and opening the room in the fall and hope that you will have an 

opportunity to visit the room during the year.   
 

  



DUFFY PTO NEWS            
JUNE 2017 

Wrapping up and Moving Forward 
It seems like just yesterday that I put together the September Dateline!  Thanks to our amazing volunteers, 

we have danced, cheered, raised money, grown veggies, supported our teachers, advocated for our schools, provided 
enrichment opportunities, supported our community and the list goes on.  I truly appreciate each family’s 
contribution to our Duffy Community! Together we can ensure we continue to grow and create an environment that 
everyone feels connected to and benefits from.   

I want to take this opportunity to share my appreciation for our PTO Board members who will transition 
out from their positions. Each has shared their time and passion for supporting our school and programs with 
amazing caring and dedication. Thank you to Jesse Archambeault, Scott Falk, Judy Schuler, Jessica Goldstein, and 
Melissa Harhay! 

It is with great pleasure that I share the slate for the 2017/18 PTO Board. New board members will be 
voted in at our final General PTO Meeting, which is held in conjunction with our Volunteer Appreciation 
Breakfast at 8:45am on June 13th.   

President- Lauren O’Meara 
Vice President- Karyn Turner 
Sitting Past President-Joy Russell 
Second VP-Kristi Laverty 
Treasurer-Matthew Dayton (new) 
Recording Secretary-Erin McNamee 
Corresponding Secretary-Melissa Case 
Communications- Jeff Lovanio, Holly Walsh 
Fundraising-Jennifer O’Connell, Devon Hart(new) 
Fund-It- Peter McHugh(new), Rebecca Raymond -Riberov (new), Meghan Rich (new) 
Volunteer Coordinators- Whitney Guida, Melissa Soltis, Stacey Tompkins (new) 
Board of Education Rep- Joy Fausey (new) 
Teacher Representative (TBD) 
PTO $$ Allocated 
After an IT assessment of our school’s current technology status, a need to replace many of our current iPads 

was identified.  In order to support this need and reflect our families’ overall priority for allocating our surplus 
revenue (from the Parent’s Night Out and from our Math Infusion fundraiser) to technology, we are purchasing 20 
new iPads for our classrooms, at a cost of $5,880. This leaves us with a little over $2,000 surplus funds which will be 
carried over into the 2017/18 budget.  Please don’t hesitate to ask any questions or provide any feedback on your 
priorities for future spending. 

Volunteer Appreciation 
Whether you baked brownies, helped in the classroom, contributed supplies, worked with a committee, 

supported staff, etc. we want to thank and celebrate you and your contribution to Duffy. Please join us for our 
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast on TUESDAY, JUNE 13th at 8:45am in the Duffy Cafeteria for coffee and 
celebration.  

Best Wishes for a wonderful Summer! 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
I want to personally thank all the parents and family members that came out to watch their children compete 

and play during Field Day.  I know that your children really enjoy it when they have the support of their family 
watching them have fun during physical activity.  Thank you for supporting the physical education department and 
encouraging your children to be physically active.   

 
Thanks for your continued support and I wish everyone a healthy and active summer! 
 
Rob DeVeau  
Physical Education Teacher 

 

  



Crazy About Sports Camp 

 

Crazy About Sports is a program that will provide kids the opportunity to play 

hard and have fun.  This program gives kids the chance to develop the skills, confidence, 
and desire to be active with Mr. DeVeau Duffy’s PE Teacher.  Kids will be introduced to a 

variety of games and activities that encourage great competition, great sportsmanship, 
and great FUN!  Let’s start summer with a GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO PLAY! 

PROGRAM # : 411343 A 

AGES    : 6 – 13 year olds 
LOCATION  : DUFFY Elementary School 
FEES   : $134 RES/$144 NON RES 
INSTRUCTOR : ROB DEVEAU 
DATES  : JUNE 26th – JUNE 30th 
TIME   : 9am – 12pm   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

Registration Form for Crazy About Sports Program #:  ______________  

 
 

Child’s Name:       Date of Birth:     

Parent or Guardian:              

Street:       Town:     ZIP:    

Home Phone:      Cell Phone:       

Emergency Contact:      Phone #:      

E-Mail:               

Payment Type:  Cash______  Check #_______(payable to “Town of West Hartford”) 

____VISA  ____Master Card:______________________________________________________                  Exp. ______  _____ 

 I realize that as with any physical activity there is a possible risk of injury to my child while participating in this activity.  I agree to assume 
the risk of any injury which my child might suffer while involved in this West Hartford Leisure Services program and I will not hold the 
Town of West Hartford or its instructors and staff liable for any injuries which my child may suffer while participating in this program. 

 

Parent or Guardian Signature          Date     

Register On-Line at www.westhartfordct.gov/leisureservices.  Choose on-line registration, use your user ID and Password 
Go to Shop in Title Bar, choose Activity Enrollment and enter the Program # or register in person, or mail or FAX to  

West Hartford Leisure Services, 50 South Main Street, West Hartford, CT 06107.   FAX number 860-561-7519 
 

http://www.westhartford.org/leisureservices


 

 

 

 

 

News From the Art Room 

  
    It is hard to believe that the end of the year is already here (especially with the cold dreary days outside). It seems 
like just yesterday we were welcoming our excited and sometimes nervous students back through the art room doors. 
Both Ms. Burbank and I have really enjoyed working with your children all year and we hope they have had a positive 
and enriching experience that they will carry forward through the summer and beyond. Being in art class is more 
than just creating a pretty work of art. It is a time to play, investigate, think, take risks and discuss what we see, hear 
and feel. While on summer break we hope you extend this learning by visiting an art museum or gallery, going for a 
walk and looking at the details in the natural world, taking a class or just really looking at the pictures in a book, but 
most of all we hope that you enjoy looking at the portfolio that your child is bringing home from art class now that 
the walls are back to boring after all of the beautiful artwork came down last week. The art show is always so exciting 
for all of the children and they are so proud as they walk by and see their work hanging. It is a huge endeavor and I 
couldn’t have done it without all the help from so many volunteers, especially the Falk and Ribarov families who 
even gave their time on the weekend! Thank you to everyone who matted work, wrote out labels, taped, pinned, 
papered bulletin boards and mostly got that work up and for Mrs. Scutari’s class who took it down in a matter of an 
hour. A special shout out goes to five fabulously talented string players (Abbie F., Zoe F., Julian H., Emma S.G., and 
Zoe S.) who generously donated their time and effort to playing some selections at the opening. It was beautiful and 
made the night so much richer! 
 
Over the summer we hope you will also have the time to visit the 4th floor bulletin boards at Town Hall where 
some Duffy and Webster Hill students have work on display. I have heard from many town employees who work 
there that seeing the work brightens their day! The following Duffy students are included in this exhibit: 
K - Ciara F., Allete J., Landon B., Ryan L., 1st- Chloe L., Dylan A, Haleigh W., Kevin G., Maren M., Aerianna Z., 
2nd- Kate L., Jack G., Ben S., Franklyn G., Colin A., 3rd - Claire H., Lyla H., Gavin H., Don L., Jonah W., Maya 
N., Avery J., Nathan P., 4th - Caitlyn F., Kyra R., Grace P., Reese G., Aidan P., Julianna M., Ysabel A., Sayre D., 
5th - Julian H., Nora J., Emma S.G., Charisse T. 
  

Have a fabulous and safe summer!!!  
Mrs. Schott and Ms. Burbank 

  

  

  

  



 
 

From the Library Media Center 
Jill Dailey, Library Media Specialist 

  
All Duffy students are asked to participate in summer reading and read one book or more this summer. 

Every student has received a print reading log during library media class to record his or her books.  
  
The West Hartford Public Library also offers many fun summer reading ideas and an online reading log 

option. For more information, check out the summer reading link on our 
website:  (http://www.westhartfordlibrary.org/children_n_teens/children/summer_reading.asp.) 

  
Wishing you a wonderful summer, full of family fun and good books.  Let’s work for 100% participation 

and see what surprise Mrs. Laverty has in store for us when we return to school. Happy reading! 
 

 
  

http://www.westhartfordlibrary.org/children_n_teens/children/summer_reading.asp


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

   

Join us for the  

Volunteer Appreciation  

Breakfast! 

 

Tuesday June 13th @ 8:45am 

In the Duffy Café 

 

All Duffy Volunteers are invited to 
celebrate your dedication to supporting 

Duffy School! 
For questions contact: 

Whitney Guida whit.guida@gmail.com or Melissa Soltis msoltis724@att.net  

 

 

 

mailto:whit.guida@gmail.com
mailto:msoltis724@att.net


 

 

 
  



 

 

 



 



 
 
 



 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



  



 
 

 
 



  



 
Duffy Dateline Print and Submission Dates 

Submissions are due the Monday before publication dates and can be sent to Kristi Laverty at 
Kristi_Laverty@whps.org and/or Ernestine Nobou at Ernestine_Nobou@whps.org 

 

Print date       Submission deadline  

 
Next dateline publication date: TBD - September 2017  

 

 

Informational Flyers in the Office 
1- Duffy PTO Volunteer Form 
2- Duffy PTO Donation Envelopes 
3- School Development Plan 
4- June Lunch Menu (also available on Duffy Website) 

 

Last Day of School 
The last day of school is Monday, June 19th. 

We will have a 2:00pm dismissal. 
Report Cards will go home in backpacks! 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

A big thank you to 
our PTO for 

everything they have 
done to help us in the 

office. We couldn’t 
have done it without 

your help. 
 

Leslie, 
Ernestine, 
and Sarah. 

 

mailto:Kristi_Laverty@whps.org
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