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Built to Survive 

Unit 4 

 

Transdisciplinary Theme:  

Sharing the Planet – rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share 

finite resources with other people and with other living things 
 

Central Idea:  
Living things have different structures and behaviors that allow them to 

meet their basic needs. 

A study into (lines of inquiry): 

 Structures of living things (form) 

 How animals obtain water and food (function) 

 Connections to natural habitats (connection) 
 

Background:  
In cooperative groups, students will sort animal picture cards using various 

criteria. They will classify the animals into groups. They will discuss the 

structures (teeth, claws, wings, etc.) that help animals move around and obtain 

food and water. After studying the structure of animals, they will learn about 

predators and prey – and how animals share the planet. They will investigate 

how animals use structural elements to survive in their natural habitat. 
 

Student Final Project:  
Students choose an animal to research. They will take notes on the animal’s 

structure, and how it interconnects with its natural habitat – and its ability 

to survive. They will write and illustrate informational picture books to share 

their new knowledge – and present orally to the class. 
 

Technology Tie-In: 
During this unit, students will use online database, Pebblego.com to research 

their animals.  Students will create a digital representation of themselves 

with their animal.  
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Field Experiences: Students will take a trip to the zoo (location TBD) to 

learn firsthand about animal structures and movement.  
 

Learner Profiles & Attitudes:  
In order to become more knowledgeable, students will be curious about 

animal parts – and how they help animals to survive. They will be committed 

to gathering enough information to give a clear overview of the animal in 

their presentation. In understanding animals’ connection to their habitats, 

students will be principled when they treat all living things with integrity and 

respect. 
  

Key Concepts:  
Students will study the form of living things when they sort and classify 

animals by certain structural characteristics. They will investigate the 

function of the different animal parts, and how they help the animal to move 

and get food. Students will then connect the animal structure to its ability to 

survive in its natural habitat. 
 

Approaches to Learning:  
Throughout the unit, students will use their research skills when they 

formulate questions about animal structures, gather information, and plan 

and present their projects to the class. Students will use their 

communication skills when they use visuals and writing to create a multi-

media presentation about an animal structure. They will orally report on 

their animal. They will listen to each other’s presentations to learn new 

information.  
TRY THIS! 

 Talk about your own bodies. Which parts of a human’s structure allows it to move, and 

obtain food and drink?  

 Make up your own animal. Draw a picture of the animal in its natural habitat. Then tell 

what structures you have given your animal to help it survive. 

 Play a “what if” game. We know that often people have to adapt if one of their body 

parts is injured or doesn’t work. So, challenge your child to answer questions like, “How 

would you eat without teeth?”, “How would you brush your teeth if your arms were 

broken?”, “How would you walk if you were blind?” Have them use their imagination to 

think of creative ideas. This is how some inventions have come to be! 

Website:  http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/ (go to “animals and pets”) 

 

PARENTS: Additionally, on the Media Center webpage, for each unit there will be suggested titles for 
more reading on the topics and ideas in the units. These books are available in the school library. 

 

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/
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Parents: please circle any of the elements your child is showing at home then share details below: 

My child has been demonstrating the IB elements circled above by: 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
My child has taken action (additional investigations, trying to make a difference, 

reading more about the subject, doing an independent project, teaching others, 

etc.) regarding this unit. Here’s how: 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

*Continue on back if needed—OR—post to our padlet:  www.padlet.com/COIA/ibathome 


