
PTO MEETING MINUTES 
Charter Oak International Academy PTO 

 
November 9, 2017, 6-7:30 pm 
 
Attending: Kimberly Morales, Manuela Canales, Sarah Grant, Matt Kilbourn, Alan Mattamana, 
Shiji Isaac, Sarah Adams, Danielle Rodriguez, Rachel Tenney, Jennifer Smith, Elizabeth 
Warren, Ripley Heintz, Kirsten Sanderson, Jodie Smith, Anne Bonito, Tiffany Grossman, 
Amanda Peters, Judy Kaya, Deborah Zipkin, Maureen Colon, Jeanette Goyzueta, Tracy 
Krasinski, Joanna Curry-Satori, Irene Garneau, Lisa Scranton, Juan Melian, 
  
Introduction from Kim Hughes, Co-President, welcoming everyone to the November PTO 
meeting. 
  
Principal’s report:  Principal Juan Melian 
Draft of belief statement from the last PTO meeting was discussed in detail.  A handout was 
distributed so that the attendees of the meeting could decide what they believe should be 
highlighted in the Belief Statement. 
  
Positives: With the sentences split out it’s visually easier to read. 
Last sentence got very positive feedback being that it was a strong way to end the statement. 
  
Some constructive comments were to use more language stressing the love that is inherently 
inside the child and the connection that they desire as part of the wording. 
  
Nearing the last stages with the final draft so that the expectations of adults, children AND 
parents are clear.  Determining these expectations is the goal of this school year. 
This includes teachers engaging with children at ALL times of the day and what we should do 
when a child makes a bad decision.  “Making children part of the Solution”.  Idea of putting more 
action into the document.  “We believe we must….” In lieu of “We believe…”.   Parents shared 
what parts of the statement they feel most strongly about. 
Visual component was introduced as a rough draft (more geared towards adults.  Much thanks 
to Tiffany who created the image and will be able modify with feedback).  Also suggestions to 
make a visual geared more toward children as another project. 
  
Big congratulations to Lorna for being elected onto the West Hartford Board of Education. 
  
Tracy handed out the budget that was approved in the last mini-meeting. 
Teacher grants are next big expense: $100 to full time and $50 to part time. 
  



Fifth grader fundraising discussion:  Due to big trips including the U.N. trip we have a $490 gap 
that we must raise.  
Feedback about events up to this point:  Masquerade ball basket information spread in group 
emails from the more seasoned room parents really helped new room parents out.  Use of 
envelopes distributed out to the students was very productive in collecting money.   Idea of 
reusing the baskets for next year was proposed..  
Number of volunteers has increased since last year.  Thank you to everyone who have 
volunteered.  
Idea of combining the masquerade balls instead of having two.  Or possibly having one long one 
with different hours for the different age groups. PreK parents noted that volunteering is not 
easy when their children are so young and need supervision.  Older students are more 
independent which may explain more volunteers on Friday night over Thursday night. 
  
Review of budget is suggested so we can propose to fund the gap for the fifth graders. 
Date night/night out with fifth graders as helpers as one idea for making money for the fifth 
graders.  
  
Conference week is next week.  Bringing treats for teachers to get through the week is part of 
our PTO tradition. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.  
 
 
 


