
Dear Charter Oak Families: 

 
The end of the month of January marked an important time in the year for our students as international 
learners and gave us a chance to reflect about language learning in our school. 
Just a few days ago, coincidentally around the time we celebrated the Chinese New Year, your children 
made the switch to either Spanish or Chinese as part of our language program that provides Charter Oak 
students with the joy of exploring two essential world languages in today’s world. 
 
As you know, at Charter Oak International Academy, we celebrate all languages and cultures. Our World 
Language Program helps students become internationally-minded and helps students deepen their 
understanding of languages, make connections with other cultures, and develop capacity, curiosity and 
enthusiasm for lifelong language learning. 
 
Our students communicate in a variety of ways (speaking, listening, reading, writing, and through non-

verbal expression) about a variety of topics in both languages. They also learn vocabulary, expressions, 

and structures of the Spanish and Chinese languages and explore the products and practices of different 

cultures.  In doing so, they gain insight into and respect for the perspectives of people in their own and 

other cultures. Language instruction also gives us a chance to connect concepts across disciplines and 

discover patterns in the students’ world. 

In addition to Spanish and Chinese our school is also starting to focus on bringing American Sign 

Language to all. If you haven’t yet please visit our web page where you will find the American Sign 

Language Video Dictionary put together by our students in collaboration with our ASL team at Charter 

Oak. Our Spanish and Chinese teachers are also working on creating a platform that will allow students 

and families to have access to resources online to review and practice material learned in our world 

language classrooms. 

Support your children in their language learning. Talk to them about the importance of learning about 

other cultures and languages. Tell them about the many opportunities that speaking different languages 

will bring, both at the professional and personal level. As a learner of English myself, as a teacher of 

Spanish for many years, as a dad raising bilingual children, as a professional working in a country 

different to the one I was born, I have experienced first-hand the benefits and the joy of knowing more 

than one language. My hope is that all our students have the same opportunity. And starting to explore 

Spanish, Chinese, and American Sign Language here at Charter Oak is not a bad start at all! 

 

Happy Chinese New Year to All, 

 

 

Juan Melián 
Principal 
  


