
Dear Charter Oak Families: 

      On behalf of our staff I would like to wish all of you a wonderful New Year! We are back in our 

routine after this year’s short winter break that I hope was restful, joyful, and in the company of your 

loved ones. 

     With the start of 2017 we asked our students to complete the registration forms for Explorations, our 
after-school enrichment program. Just this past weekend we received more than 200 applications for 
the 19 outstanding courses offered during the Winter Session. I am delighted to inform you that we 
were able to place every single student in at least one course. 
 
     The Winter Explorations offering is truly remarkable. It includes a large variety of experiences for all 
grade levels (starting in kindergarten) in the areas of Science, play-based learning, animals, engineering, 
yoga, acting, photography, physical activities, self-expression, coding, robots, international board games, 
cooking, arts and crafts, friendship and sustainability. As always we are very appreciative of our staff’s 
work in Explorations providing all our students with further opportunities outside of the regular school 
day. Also, my most sincere gratitude to the Charter Oak parents who have agreed to create and run 
courses making our school-community partnership even stronger. Thanks to the talents of our parents, 
our children will have the opportunity to exercise their bodies and creativity through jump roping, will 
have a chance to learn “Go,” one of the oldest board games in existence, and will become “Earth 
Ambassadors,” becoming experts on recycling, waste reduction, and gardening. 
 

     Also in Explorations, and as a spin-off of our 5th grade visit to the United Nations, our students will 

learn about “School-in-a-Box,” part of the UNICEF standard response in emergencies, used in many 

back-to-school operations around the world. During this course, our students will create a display similar 

to the one at the United Nations. By the way, if you haven’t yet, please visit our website to see the video 

produced by our students reflecting and describing their visit to the UN. You will enjoy it very much. 

 

     As we move along through January, we are starting to prepare for our Magnet Open Houses 

scheduled for February, 2nd and February 23rd. Pre-Kindergarten and magnet applications are now 

available both online and in school offices around the district. Just as an important reminder, existing 

Charter Oak pre-kindergarten students do not have to reapply. 

 

     I look forward to seeing you around and to a wonderful 2017 full of exciting opportunities for all our 

children, our families, and our staff. 

 

 
 
Juan Melián 
Principal 
  

 


