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Transdisciplinary Theme:  

How We Express Ourselves – our appreciation of the aesthetic 

 

Central Idea:  

We find creative ways to tell about ourselves. 

 

A study into (lines of inquiry): 

 Ways people express themselves through the arts (form) 

 Artists and their motivations (connections) 

 Different ways people react to the arts (perspective) 

Background:  

Art is the process of creating and responding. Students begin the unit by 

working at different learning centers. Students are invited to learn about the 

various art formats (fashion, music, dance, drama, stories, photography, 

artwork, etc.), and dabble in the different mediums. Students will choose a 

favorite work of art – and tell why they like it. 

 

Student Final Project:  

Students will brainstorm a list of feelings. Then, they will choose a feeling that 

matters to them. Using one of the different art mediums studied in the unit, 

they will depict the emotion through the medium. The rest of their classmates 

will respond to their presented work. This will culminate in a Museum Day – 

where families are invited in to view the works of art. 

 

Technology Tie-In: 

In the computer lab, students will be using on-line tools to write and illustrate 

about their art; and Microsoft Word to create “word clouds.” 

 

Express Yourself – Unit 3 

IB Inquirer K 
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Field Experiences:  

During this unit, students will work with local artists to study various art forms and 

the artists who created them. They will respond to the works of art. Students will 

also participate in and acting and puppetry workshop. 

 

Learner Profiles & Attitudes:  

Students will be tolerant of each other’s art expression and opinions about art. 

They will enthusiastically study various art forms, and be balanced as they keep 

their minds open to appreciating different mediums. 

 

Key Concepts:  

Students will study the form of art – by investigating the different mediums. They 

will examine perspective as they learn that people might react differently to the 

same piece of art. They will make connections between the artist and the 

motivations behind the art. 

 

Approaches to Learning:  

Students will use their communication skills when they view different pieces of art 

and clearly share their ideas about the art. They will express their own feelings 

through their artwork. Students will use their self-management skills when they 

display good body control and safely use the artistic tools. 
 

TRY THIS! 
 When your children come home, have them draw a picture of how they felt 

about their day. Then you can talk about it together. Look for details. 

 Play different kinds of music. Have your children tell you (or write) a story 

that goes along with the music.   

 Use a well-read, much-loved family story. Act it out together. 

 Have your children create a dance to go along with a piece of music. Let them 

teach it to you. 

 Do some photography together. Have your children take pictures of things that 

are important to them – and then write about the picture. 
 

Website: www.brainpopjr.com – User Name: westhartford   Password: learn 

           Click on “Arts & Technology” – watch the shows and do the activities. 

Try out the Zoodle Pad app if you have an iPad. 

 

 PARENTS: Additionally, on the Media Center webpage, for each unit there will be suggested titles for more reading 

on the topics and ideas in the units. These books are available in the school library. 

 

http://www.brainpopjr.com/
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Parents: please fill out any that apply and return to your child’s teacher. 
 
My child is displaying the learner profiles from his/her IB unit              

(open-minded, balanced). Here are some examples: 
 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
Here is how my child is showing the IB attitudes                                                     

(tolerance, appreciation, enthusiasm): 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
My child demonstrated the approaches to learning (self-management, communication) by: 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
My child has taken action (additional investigations, trying to make a 

difference, reading more about the subject, doing an independent project, 

teaching others, etc.) regarding this unit. Here’s how: 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

  

IB AT HOME 
Name ______________________  

Teacher ____________________ 
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Key Concepts 

IB Elements that Kindergarteners are focusing on during Unit 3/How We Express Ourselves: 

Learner Profiles 

Attitudes 

Approaches to Learning 

Tolerance
We are sensitive towards differences and 

diversity in our world, and are responsive to    
the needs of others.

Appreciation
We appreciate the wonder and beauty 

of the world and its people.

Enthusiasm
We enjoy learning and willingly put            

effort into the process.

I eat healthy food 
and I exercise. I like 
to challenge my brain. 
I feel good about 
myself, and try to work 
well with others. I make 
sure I balance work 
and play.

BALANCED
I take care of myself.

I know that people are 
different and may do 
different things. I 
understand that not 
everyone will think like 
me and that’s fine. 
I listen and try to 
understand others. 

OPEN-MINDED
I accept other points of view.

Listening

Speaking

Reading

Writing

Viewing

Presenting

Non-verbal Communication

Communication SkillsSelf-Management Skills
Gross Motor Skills

Fine Motor Skills

Spatial Awareness

Organizational Skills

Time Management

Personal Safety

Healthy Lifestyle

Codes of Behavior

Making Informed Choices

 
What is it like? 

Everything has a form with recognizable features which 

can be observed, identified, described and categorized. 
 
 

What is…? 

What are…? 

What kind of…? 

What is it like? 

What patterns to you see? 

How do you describe…? 

Everything has a form with recognizable             
features which can be observed, identified, 

described and categorized.

 
 

What are the points of view? 
Knowledge is not constructed only from the perspective 

of a particular discipline, individual, or group. 
 
 

Does _____ look the same if _____? 

How do people of other cultures ______? 

What different ways can we look at ______? 

Does anyone have a different way of 

explaining/doing __________? 

Can we agree/disagree respectfully? 

Knowledge is not constructed from the perspective of 
one particular discipline, individual, or group.

 

 
How is it connected to other things? 

We live in a world of interacting systems in which the 

actions of any individual element affect others. 
 
 

How is _____ connected to _____? 

How is _____ related to _____? 

How does _____ help us understand _____? 

What are the similarities or differences 

between ______ and ______? 

We live in a world of interacting systems in which the 
actions of any individual element affects others.

How is it connected to other things? 


