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Unit 2/Fall 

 

 

Transdisciplinary Theme:  

How the World Works – an inquiry into how humans use their 

understanding of scientific principles 

 

Central Idea:  

Nature and natural cycles can be observed using the five senses. 

A study into (lines of inquiry):  

 Plants, animals and ourselves (form)     

 Foods & growing cycles (change, causation) 

Background:  

Students will take nature/collection walks and use their senses to 

observe the elements of the season: animals, plants, and weather. They 

will dissect, compare, cook & eat different foods. They will connect 

their findings to how humans react and adjust to the seasonal changes.  

 

Student Final Project:  

Students will write/illustrate a collection of journal entries describing 

nature and products of nature. Using their five senses, they will make 

predictions and clothing choices based on their understanding of 

changing patterns in weather. 

 

Technology Tie-In: 

During this unit, students will manipulate objects on the SmartBoard 

screen, such as a weather graph. They will learn how to use the pens 

and write with their fingers. 
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Field Experiences:  

Students will take nature walks to observe and collect specimens from the 

season. They will incorporate fall vocabulary when they travel to Auer Farm 

to learn about seasonal changes of trees; and visit Home Depot to check out 

the specific home and garden items used in the autumn. 
 

Learner Profiles & Attitudes:  

Students will be confident and independent as they investigate objects and 

events related to the autumn season. They will be risk-takers when they use 

their senses to explore safely and more deeply. Students will be curious about 

what they observe and enthusiastically inquire about new ideas. They will look 

for answers to their questions. 
 

Key Concepts:  

After studying the five senses, students will use their senses to examine 

form by observing the specific attributes of the fall season. They will 

investigate the causes of the seasonal cycles; and look at the changes in 

weather patterns from day to day. 
 

Approaches to Learning:  

Students will use their research skills when they use their senses to notice 

the distinct fall features, ask questions about what they observe, and 

record their observations by drawing and writing. They will also use their 

self-management skills when they plan and carry out their dissecting, 

cooking and creating activities, and use their time effectively and 

appropriately. 

TRY THIS! 
 Visit the grocery store – and have your child point out all of the “fall” items on display 

or for sale. 

 Take pictures of “fall” animals, trees, flowers, and food. Then make a book together 

about the season.  

 Collect some different leaves from your neighborhood. Glue them to a piece of paper, 

and then draw an animal – using the leave as part of its shape. See some examples at 
http://familyfun.go.com/autumn/fall-crafts/fall-nature-crafts/foliage-friends-671141/ 

 

Website:  
www.pebblego.com       user name: coia         password: school  

choose Earth & Space database and look for “weather” and “seasons”  

PARENTS: Additionally, on the Media Center webpage, for each unit there will be suggested titles for more 
reading on the topics and ideas in the units. These books are available in the school library. 

 

http://familyfun.go.com/autumn/fall-crafts/fall-nature-crafts/foliage-friends-671141/
http://www.pebblego.com/


IB AT HOME             Name ______________________ 

Teacher ____________________ 
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Parents: please circle any of the elements your child is showing at home then share details below:  

My child has been demonstrating the IB elements circled above by: 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

My child has taken action (additional investigations, trying to make a difference, 

reading more about the subject, doing an independent project, teaching others, 

etc.) regarding this unit. Here’s how: 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

*Continue on back if needed—OR—post to our padlet:  www.padlet.com/COIA/ibathome 


