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Round & Round We Go  

Unit 2 
 

 

Transdisciplinary Theme:  

Sharing the Planet – communities and the relationships between them 

 

Central Idea:  

Cycles are interconnected.  

A study into (lines of inquiry): 

 Developmental stages of plants & animals (form) 

 Factors that influence cycles (causation) 

 Broken or altered cycles (change) 

Background:  

Students will look at the developmental stages of various animals and 

plants. They will realize that both go through cycles. Students will 

investigate some outside forces that might alter a cycle (for example: 

climate change might alter the growing time of a plant or the 

hibernation of an animal). They will learn that human interaction may 

interrupt a cycle.  
 

Student Final Project:  

Students will select a life cycle. Using one of the “technology options” 

(possible examples: PowerPoint, Pic Collage, Explain Everything etc.), 

students will give their interpretation of the cycle; and tell one way 

that the cycle might be altered. 
 

Technology Tie-In: 

During this unit, students will be working on PowerPoint, Pic Collage and 

Explain Everything in the media center lab. 
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Field Experiences:  

In preparation for this unit, during their soil study, students took part in a field trip to 

Westmoor Park to study seeds. They learned how seeds travel and how they’re used to 

start gardens. Students had a chance to harvest different vegetables. 

 

Students also traveled to Roaring Brook Nature Center and participated in "Seed to 

Seed." They learned that flowering plants follow a predictable life cycle as they develop, 

although different plants have adapted to grow in a variety of habitats and growing 

conditions. They also investigated the different parts that assist a plant in completing its 

life cycle.  

 

During this unit, students will work with staff from the Children’s Museum to learn about 

Animal Life Cycles-- the unique life cycles of amphibians and insects and their amazing 

adaptations that help them to survive. 

 

Learner Profiles & Attitudes:  

Students will be curious and inquire about life cycles. They will enthusiastically pursue 

answers to their own questions. Students will be committed to caring for our natural world, 

and show empathy for the ways that human interference is altering the life cycles of 

other species. 

 

Key Concepts:  

Students will look at the form of a life cycle, including the developmental stages of different 

animals and plants. They will investigate factors that cause life cycles to change.  

 

Approaches to Learning:  

Throughout the unit, students will use their thinking skills when they use specific 

vocabulary to describe the life cycles of different plants and animals. They will investigate 

the causal relationships between outside factors and life cycles. Students will use their 

communication skills when they listen to read-alouds and work presented by their peers. 

They will speak clearly and express their ideas logically when presenting their projects. 

Students will synthesize their information using varied multi- media presentations. 
TRY THIS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Plant a bean seed and document the life cycle by taking pictures or drawing and labeling the stages. 

When your plant grows, use one of the beans to start the cycle again. 

 Look at baby pictures and compare them to yourself today. What has changed as you grew older? 

I went for a walk and what did I find? 

A _______ egg, that someone left behind. 

It started to crack, right before my eyes. 

Out popped a _______ .What a surprise! 
 

 Find different animals that hatch from eggs. Recite the 

poem together. In the first space, put an adjective that 

describes the egg. In the second space, insert the name 

of the animal. Research more about the life cycle of the 

animal. 

PARENTS: Additionally, on the Media Center webpage, for each unit there will be suggested titles for 
more reading on the topics and ideas in the units. These books are available in the school library. 



IB AT HOME             Name ______________________  

Teacher ____________________ 
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Parents: please fill out any that apply and return to your child’s teacher. 
 
My child is displaying the learner profiles from his/her IB unit              

(caring, inquirer). Here are some examples: 
 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
Here is how my child is showing the IB attitudes                                                     

(empathy, commitment, curiosity, enthusiasm): 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
My child has been demonstrating the approaches to learning (thinking, communication) by: 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
My child has taken action (additional investigations, trying to make a 

difference, reading more about the subject, doing an independent project, 

teaching others, etc.) regarding this unit. Here’s how: 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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