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Global Expressions 

Unit 4 
 

 

Transdisciplinary Theme:  

How We Express Ourselves – the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy 

our creativity 
 

Central Idea:  
People recognize important events through celebrations and traditions. 

A study into (lines of inquiry): 

 Individual and global traditions (form) 

 Reasons for celebrations and traditions (perspective) 

 Use of symbols, art forms and artifacts to express traditions 

(connection) 
 

Background:  
Students will start with their personal traditions by interviewing their families 

and sharing one family tradition. Then, they will join a group and research one 

of the following traditions: birthdays, the New Year, losing a tooth or 

Independence Day. They will compare the way that their families celebrate 

these traditions to celebrations from around the world. Students will see how 

different groups use symbols, art forms and artifacts that are unique to their 

culture. 
 

Student Final Project:  
Students will choose a tradition and compare it across cultures and regions. They 

will design a product to communicate their findings with the class. They will 

incorporate what they have learned about informational texts in their ELA unit.  
 

Technology Tie-In: 

During this unit, students will be practicing different ways to get and record 

information. They will use a variety of digital media to learn and compare 

information and will use Microsoft Word formatting capabilities.  
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Connected Events:  

Throughout the unit, students will be exposed to song and dance traditions 

from around the world. Possibilities: Bollywood dancing; a Spanish song; Irish 

step dancing; capoeira; step dance; Greek dancing; etc.  
 

Learner Profiles & Attitudes:  

Students will be open-minded when they study the traditions of other 

countries. They will learn to appreciate cultural differences, and be tolerant 

of traditions that are different than their own. In being reflective, students 

look at traditions and ask, “What does this tell us about….?” or “How does 

this help us understand…?” They will work independently and creatively in 

presenting their tradition comparisons. 
 

Key Concepts:  

Students will look at the form of traditions. They will investigate what 

they’re like and describe the various aspects of celebrations. They will ask 

themselves, “What do people of other cultures do?” and look at different 

perspectives about the traditions. They will make connections as they 

compare and contrast traditions around the world. 
 

Approaches to Learning:  

Throughout the unit, students will use their research skills when they make 

a plan to find material about the tradition they choose to study – and then 

compile the information. Students will use their communication skills when 

they create a visual/written/oral presentation to compare and contrast 

different traditions. 

 
 

TRY THIS! 

 Create a photo essay/book of your family traditions. Write what you 

do for each one; and why. 

 Start a new family tradition! Have all members of the family work 

together to plan a new tradition. What will you celebrate, and how 

will you celebrate it?  
 

Websites: Find out about different cultures around the world: 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/holidays-sampler-around-world  

  

PARENTS: Additionally, on the Media Center webpage, for each unit there will be suggested titles for more 
reading on the topics and ideas in the units. These books are available in the school library. 
 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/holidays-sampler-around-world


IB AT HOME             Name ______________________  

Teacher ____________________ 
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Parents: please fill out any that apply and return to your child’s teacher. 
 
My child is displaying the learner profiles from his/her IB unit              

(open-minded, reflective). Here are some examples: 
 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
Here is how my child is showing the IB attitudes                                                     

(creativity, independence, tolerance, appreciation): 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
My child has been demonstrating the approaches to learning (research, communication) by: 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
My child has taken action (additional investigations, trying to make a 

difference, reading more about the subject, doing an independent project, 

teaching others, etc.) regarding this unit. Here’s how: 
 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________  
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