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Dear Charter Oak Families: 
 
 
We are fast approaching our last weeks of the school year and in our school the arrival of May marks a very important 
time for our 5th graders and our school as a whole. As you probably know, 5th grade students end the year, and their 
Charter Oak journey, with Exhibition, a chance for our children to apply what they have learned and demonstrate who 
they have become in our school environment as an International School. 
 
I often say that the Exhibition topic selection is an indication of the impact the International Baccalaureate Program has 
had on our students and this year, again, our 5th graders are demonstrating how globally minded they are and how 
aware they are of critical topics in our society. This year, our students are researching on Roots of Violence, Autism 
and Sensory Processing Disorder, Diabetes, What is Beauty, Student Activism, Hidden Ingredients, Student 
Government, Native American Human and Civil Rights and Climate Change. 
 
My special gratitude goes to all our 5th graders for their hard work and to Mrs. Sanderson, our IB Coordinator, whose 
outstanding leadership makes the Exhibition process possible. She leads a team of staff members that includes our 5th 
grade teachers, Mrs. Lizon, Ms. Roberts, and Mrs. Perriello, our  Information and Communication Technology 
Teacher, Ms. Coyne, our Media Specialist, Mrs. Cochrane, our upper grade paraprofessionals, Mrs. Paridy and Ms. 
Willis and many more. In reality, Exhibition involves all of us at Charter Oak, so thank you all for your contributions 
and support. 
 
Please make sure you mark Exhibition Night on your calendars. It will be on Thursday June 12th at 6:30. I hope to see 
many of you at this event which explains so much of who we are as a school, as a community, and the type of learning 
experiences our students enjoy at Charter Oak International Academy. 
 
We are also starting to prepare for next year, forming groups at each grade level, placing students with their new 
teachers, and interviewing new staff who will join our Charter Oak family in the next school year. One of them is the 
new third grade teacher who will join Ms. Giammatteo, Mrs. Brown and Ms. Florence. I am thrilled to announce to our 
Charter Oak community that Ms. Kristi Burton will be our new third grade teacher. 
 
Ms. Burton currently teaches the same grade level at Duffy Elementary School where she is admired and beloved. Ms. 
Burton started her teaching career in 2001. In her communication to the Duffy community, Ms. Burton wrote that “It 
was time for me to shine my light elsewhere, to reach other children and families...never in my wildest dreams did I 
think I would receive the opportunity to teach at the school I attended as an elementary student. I am very excited for 
the next part of my teaching career.” Please join me in welcoming Ms. Burton back home. Ms. Burton is planning to 
attend our school picnic on June 1st so you will have a chance to meet her. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Juan Meliàn 
Principal 
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Queridas Familias de Charter Oak: 
 
 
 

Nos acercamos rápidamente a las últimas semanas del año escolar y en nuestra escuela la llegada de mayo marca un 
momento importante para nuestros estudiantes de quinto y para toda la escuela. Como ustedes probablemente saben, 
los estudiantes de quinto grado terminan su año, y su experiencia en Charter Oak, con Exhibition, una oportunidad 
para nuestros chicos de aplicar lo que han aprendido y demostrar lo que han logrado en nuestro ambiente académico 
como Escuela Internacional IB. 
 

A menudo digo que la selección de temas de Exhibition es una indicación del impacto que el Programa de IB ha 
tenido en nuestros estudiantes, y este año, una vez más, nuestros alumnos de quinto están demostrando su visión 
global del mundo y lo conscientes que son de temas realmente importantes en nuestra sociedad actual. Este año los 
estudiantes están investigando sobre los Orígenes de la Violencia, Autismo, Diabetes, Qué es Belleza, Activismo 
Estudiantil, Ingredientes Ocultos, Gobierno de Estudiantes, Derechos Civiles y Humanos de los Nativos Americanos 
y Cambio Climático. 
 

Mi gratitud especial para todos los estudiantes por su trabajo duro y para la Señora Sanderson, nuestra coordinadora 
de IB, cuyo trabajo extraordinario y su liderazgo hacen que todo esto sea posible. Ella lidera un equipo que incluye a 
las maestras de quinto grado, Mrs. Lizon, Ms. Roberts, y Mrs. Perriello, nuestra maestra de Tecnología, 
Comunicación e Información, Ms. Coyne, nuestra bibliotecaria, Mrs. Cochrane, nuestras asistentas de grados 
superiores, Mrs. Paridy y Ms. Willis y muchos más. En realidad, Exhibition requiere el trabajo y la ayuda de muchos 
en Charter Oak. Nuestro agradecimiento a todos ellos por sus contribuciones y apoyo. 
 

Asegúrese de anotar en su calendario la Noche de Exhibition, que es el jueves 12 de junio a las 6:30 de la tarde. 
Espero verles en este evento que dice tanto de nuestra escuela como comunidad y el tipo de experiencias educativas 
que nuestros estudiantes tienen en 

Charter Oak. 
 

También empezamos a prepararnos para el próximo año, formando los grupos en cada grado, asignando profesores y 
entrevistando a nuevo personal que se unirá a nosotros muy pronto. Uno de ellos es la nueva profesora de tercer 
grado que trabajará con Ms. Giammatteo, Mrs. Brown and Ms. Florence. Estamos encantados de anunciar a nuestra 
comunidad que la Señorita Kristi Burton será nuestra nueva profesora de tercero. Ms. Burton actualmente trabaja en 
la escuela de Duffy en el mismo nivel de tercero, donde es admirada y querida. Ms. Burton comenzó su carrera 
profesional en el año 2001. En su carta de despedida en Duffy Kristi escribió que “ era el momento para ella para 
alumbrar su luz en otros lugares, ayudar a otros niños y familias...nunca pensé que tendría la oportunidad de enseñar 
en la escuela a donde fui como estudiante de primaria. Estoy emocionada que ése es el siguiente paso en mi carrera.” 
 

Por favor, únanse a mí en dar la bienvenida a Ms. Burton que tiene la intención de acudir a nuestro picnic el primero 
de junio, donde podrán conocerla. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Juan Melián 
Principal 
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Inter-El Performance 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

7:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

Bushnell Memorial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee With The Principal 

Friday, June 1, 2018 

8:40 - 9:30 a.m. 

Family Resource Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Picnic 

Friday, June 1, 2018 

5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Outside Grounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Activities: 

 

Date/Event  Time  Location 

     

  

Wednesday, 5/23 

Field Day   9:00 - 12:00  Outside  

 

Thursday, 5/24 

K Field Trip 

   Felicissimo & Habif 9:00   Auerfarm 

    

 

Friday, 5/25     

PK Field Trip:  8:50   Auerfarm 

  Barron/O’Connell 

  & McMurray  

 

K Field Trip:  9:00  Auerfarm   

   Cool & Salerno   

 

Monday, 5/28                    

NO SCHOOL  MEMORIAL DAY 

 

Thursday, 5/31 

Gr. 5 Exhibition Groups 8:45 - 11:15 Conard H.S.  

 

Friday, 6/1 

Gr. 5 End of Year Trip 9:00 - 1:30 Jewish Comm. Center 
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The last day of school is 

Wednesday, June 20, 2018 

2:00 Dismissal  
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Summer Literacy Challenge  

 

 

 

 

 It can be a challenge to keep kids reading and 
writing all summer.  This summer reading chal-
lenge is fun and manageable. It provides a wide 
range of literacy fun for the whole family.  Just 
pick one thing a week to kick start your week’s 
literacy adventures. 

 

  

Investigate the public library’s summer reading 
programs.  Puppet shows, authors or storytellers 
are often free of charge. 

 
 

 Extend your reading circle.  Branch out into new 
genres - fantasy, science fiction, historical fiction, 
poetry, biography, or informational books. 

 

 Listen up! Audiobooks are a great way to engage 
readers and can introduce students to books above 
their reading level.  Audiobooks are available for 
checkout at the local libraries and on internet sites 
such as Speakaboos.com. They’re great for long 
drives to the beach. 

 

 Make your own audiobook! Have your child make 
up a story, or reread a favorite book on a record-
ing app.   

 

 Go wordless.  Grab a few wordless books at the 
library and have fun “reading” different versions 
of the same story.  The language and conversation 
is priceless. 

 

 Visit a museum, online!  You’ll be amazed by 
how much you can explore without leaving your 
house.  One example is the Smithsonian Institu-
tion Kids site. 

 

 Point, shoot, and write.  Snap some photos and 
then encourage your child to write a silly caption 
for each photo. 

 

 Write it down.  Encourage your child to keep a 
simple journal or summer diary.  Track interest-
ing things like the number of fireflies seen in one 
minute, the number of mosquito bites on a leg, or 
the different types of food that can go on the 
grill.   

 

 These ideas and many more can be found at 
www.readingrockets.org! 

 
 
Marcie Redden 
Reading Specialist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

from the WHEE Program

   

   Please join us to wish 

Mary Parsons 

Best wishes on her retirement 

From the WHEE Program 

Thursday, June 14, 2018 

5:00 PM 

Charter Oak I.A. 

Cafeteria  

MEMORIAL DAY  

 

 

 

 

Monday, May 28th 

NO SCHOOL 

http://www.readingrockets.org


Grade Four News 

 

    The fourth graders have been inquiring, communi-

cating and taking action as they have worked to com-

plete their “What one little person can do” social 

studies unit.  They have had a chance to question and 

learn from guests.  Dr. Saud Anwar, major of South 

Windsor and frequent traveler to refugee camps 

across the globe, spoke to the classes about empathy 

and helping less fortunate people.  Ashley Washburn 

of Asante Sana in Tanzania shared her experiences 

building schools in rural areas.  And Aimee Petras 

gave a presentation on her work with the Peace Corps 

in Morocco. 

     Each fourth grader also chose a person they ad-

mired who had changed the world in a positive way.  

They read biographies of that person, took notes, and 

took on the persona of their choice to be interviewed 

by classmates.   

     Classroom conversations were eye opening and 

passionate as learners shared opinions and facts about 

the inspiring men, women, girls and boys they stud-

ied.  Class read alouds included biographies of Mala-

lai, Ghandi and Martin Luther King Jr. as well as the 

class favorite, A Long Walk to Water. 

     Finally, students took action.  To raise funds for 

Asante Sana’s schools in Tanzania, the students made 
an assortment of bracelets, key chains and jewelry.  
They will sell them to their peers in the coming 

weeks.  Lastly, African bracelets, made by Asante 
Sana students will be for sale at our school picnic.  
All monies raised will go directly back to Africa to 

support learning and growing of students in Tanzania.  

  
 
 
Fondly, 

The Fourth Grade Team: 
Mrs. Behlman 
Mr.  Foster 
Ms. Navarra 
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Conard student government; the Charter Oak PTO; and take 
a trip to the Mashantucket Pequot Museum. The information 
gathered from these personal interviews (in person or 
through Skype) is invaluable in compiling data for group 
presentations. 
 
Over the next few weeks, student groups will decide how to 
share their findings with the school community. This will 
take place the week of June 11. Stay tuned for more infor-
mation on how you can check out these amazing inquiry 
projects. 
 
 
Grade 5 teachers:  
Mrs. Lizon, Mrs. Perriello, Ms. Roberts  
Mrs. Sanderson - IB Coordinator 
Ms. Coyne - ICT Teacher 

         

    Exhibition 2018  

 

Grade 5 students are fully entrenched in their IB Exhibi-
tion projects - the culmination of their International Bac-
calaureate experience at Charter Oak. Each collaborative 
group is tackling an issue of global significance, which 
can be studied on a local level. Students spent the first 
months of school gathering information about what’s go-
ing on in the world. They read newspapers, magazines 
and listened to news reports. They discussed important 
issues with their families. Then, they shared current 
events with their classmates, and discussed how these 
issues were impacting the world. In April, classes re-
viewed all of the topics - and each class chose 3 to study 
in depth. This year’s topics are Climate Change, Diabetes, 
Hidden Ingredients, Roots of Violence, What is Beau-
ty?, Student Government, Native American Human and 
Civil Rights, Autism and Student Activism. 
 
Once topics were chosen, the entire grade level came to-
gether to look at the Key/Related Concepts that connected 
all of their chosen topics. They used these to formulate a 
Central Idea, which binds all of the concepts together. 
Students voted and chose the Central Idea: 
“Understanding different perspectives connects the 
community.” 
 
Two contests were held to create a tagline and logo to 
help promote Exhibition 2018. Congratulations to 
Jazliece for the tagline: “Tomorrow is not promised, so 
do your part...today.” Shiny and Sophia Z are working 
together to create the accompanying logo (still under con-
struction!). 
 
After participating in provocation sessions where they 
viewed materials related to their topic, students wrote 
Lines of Inquiry and Key Concept Questions to drive 
their investigations. They created “wish lists” of the peo-
ple they would like to interview. Then, they began read-
ing articles and watching videos to build their background 
knowledge. 
 
So far, our students have had the extraordinary opportuni-
ty to meet with many workers involved with the topics 
they’re studying. They have interviewed, or will be inter-
viewing, an array of professionals, including a psycholo-
gist, professor, retail owner, probation officer, safety of-
ficer, football coach, soldier, creative director, nutrition-
ist, video game designer, cultural anthropologist, counse-
lor, therapist, special ed teacher, parent of an autistic 
child, political representative, pediatrician, autism therapy 
provider, board of ed member, UConn Director of Diver-
sity & Inclusion, Peace Corps volunteer, diabetic student, 
nurse, energy specialist; and groups will visit with the 
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What’s Cooking at The FCR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Registration for  “1, 2, 3 Read with Me”, a sum-
mer program for children who will be attending kin-
dergarten in the fall, is open.  Space is available in the 
afternoon class which will meet from 12:15 p.m. to 
2:45 p.m. from Monday, June 25 through Friday, July 
20.  During “1, 2, 3 Read with Me”, the kids will 
have a chance to play, cook, work on crafts and have 
fun with math and literacy activities.  A music teacher 
and a librarian make weekly visits to the program and 
snack is provided.  The total tuition for the four 
weeks is $75 per child.  Please call the Family Re-
source Center at 860-929-5575 for enrollment details.   

 

Deborah Zipkin, Director 
The Family Resource Center at Charter Oak 
International Academy.    
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TALENT SHOW 

 

 

Auditions 

Wednesday, May 30, 2018 

2:00 - 3:20 p.m. 

Auditorium 

 

Rehearsal 

Wednesday, June 13, 2018 

2:00 - 3:20 p.m. 

Auditorium 

 

Talent Show 

Wednesday, June 20, 2018 

9:00 - 11:30 

Outside 

Dress Code Reminder 

 

 

 As we anticipate warmer temperatures, please 
remember to dress for success.  
 

 For safety, closed toe shoes must be worn on 
      the playground (no flip flops or sandals).  

 Shoes need to have a strap across the back for 
safety on the stairs. 

 No thin spaghetti strap tops or halter tops; 
     Tank tops need to have at least a 1 inch strap. 

 Shorts and skirts need to at least reach the end of 
finder tips once outstretched at your child’s 
sides. 

 

     We encourage proper attire in order to maintain 
your child’s safety, and to assure that there is a 
healthy learning environment for the children here at 
Charter Oak International Academy.  A parent will 
be called for a change of clothing if a child comes to 
school wearing inappropriate clothing or shoes.   

MOVING OR 

CHANGING 

SCHOOLS? 

    

 

 

 

  If you have moved or are planning on moving to 

another address, it is necessary to contact  

The Residency Office and inform them of your 

new address.  You may reach them by calling 

(860) 561-6627 or (860) 561-6637.  You may al-

so stop by their office at the Town Hall.  



What is Exhibition? 
*PYP stands for Primary Years Program.                
It is the International Baccalaureate                          
program for elementary age children. 

Kirsten Sanderson, IB Coordinator 
Kirsten_sanderson@whps.org 

Exhibition is a celebration of             
children as learners! 

 
Exhibition is the culminating            
experience for all IB PYP students.  
At Charter Oak, the Exhibition takes 
place at the end of fifth grade.  
Students become actively  engaged in 
an inquiry project that involves  
identifying,, investigating and offering 
solutions to real-life issues or problems.                            
The Exhibition process is: 

 student-led                

 collaborative 

 in-depth 

 transdisciplinary        
           (across all subject areas) 

 rigorously assessed 

   

“Do you want to know who you 
are? Don't ask. Act! Action will 
delineate and define you.” 
                         Thomas Jefferson  

Students are expected to ask questions 
based on the 8 key concepts: 

 
   FORM  
   What is it like? 
 

   FUNCTION  
   How does it work? 
 

   CAUSATION  
   Why is it the way it is? 
 

   CHANGE 
   How is it changing? 
 

   CONNECTION 
   How is it connected to other things? 
 

   PERSPECTIVE  
   What are the points of view? 
 

   RESPONSIBILITY 
   What is our responsibility? 
 

   REFLECTION 
   How do we know? 

Conceptual Thinking 

Students are expected to use a variety 
of approaches to learning: 

 

   SOCIAL SKILLS 

   RESEARCH SKILLS 

   COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

   THINKING SKILLS 
   SELF-MANAGEMENT SKILLS 

Approaches to Learning 

Students are expected to                
demonstrate growth as                     

internationally-minded students         
by exhibiting the learner profiles: 

   

  INQUIRER     KNOWLEDGEABLE      
  THINKER       COMMUNICATOR 
  PRINCIPLED      OPEN-MINDED    
  CARING              RISK-TAKER   
  BALANCED           REFLECTIVE 

Learner Profiles 

Students are expected to display 
positive attitudes towards people, 

the environment and learning:                        
 

 APPRECIATION   COMMITMENT   
 CONFIDENCE    CO-OPERATION    
 CREATIVITY          CURIOSITY   
 EMPATHY           ENTHUSIASM   
 INDEPENDENCE      INTEGRITY   
 RESPECT              TOLERANCE  

Attitudes 

As a result of their learning, students 
will recognize a real problem in the 
world, and take meaningful action to  
help solve the problem. 

Action 

Who is invited to Exhibition? 
The entire Charter Oak community is invited to come in and view the student 
presentations, ask questions, make comments, and celebrate the learning. 
When is Exhibition? 
Exhibition will be held on Tuesday, June 12th, and Thursday, June 14th.                                                    
There will be daytime sessions and an evening session on June 12th. 
What should I expect to see? 
Presentation will be “expo” style, with a display board, discussion points, student 
writing, a technology component, and a project including action. Students groups will 
explain their work and answer questions. 
 

Charter Oak’s theme for 2018 

Where We Are in Place and Time... 
relationships between and the                             

interconnectedness of individuals from 
local and global perspectives 

 
 

Charter Oak’s Central Idea  for  2018 
Understanding different perspectives 

connects the community. 

 reflective 

 challenging 

 exciting 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/thomasjeff120901.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/thomasjeff120901.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/thomasjeff120901.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/t/thomas_jefferson.html


 
 

A Great Year End Gift For Teachers 
The Foundation for the West Hartford Public Schools’ Teacher Thank-You Gift program is a great way to acknowledge 

wonderful and talented teachers. 

Make a tax-deductible donation to the Foundation of $10 or more per teacher. Teachers receive a special card indicating 

a gift has been made in their honor. These gifts support our Teacher Grant program investing funds back in our schools 

for various educational programs.  

The Foundation is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization dedicated to raising money from the community to invest in our 
schools.  For more information, visit our website at www.fwhps.org, call 860-561-8755 or email us at 
fwhps@westhartfordct.gov.  
 

 

Teacher Gift Order Form 
Enclosed is my total gift of $___________ 
 
Parent’s Name(s) _______________________________________Street Address:____________________________________ 

 

Town and Zip Code______________________Phone_________________Email:_____________________________________ 

 

Student’s Name:________________________School:_____________________Teacher’sName(s)________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student’s Name:________________________School:_____________________Teacher’sName(s)________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student’s Name:________________________School:_____________________Teacher’sName(s)________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

For more students, feel free to provide information on the back side of form. 

 Send certificate to me OR         Send to my teacher 

Please make checks ($10 minimum per teacher) payable to Foundation for West Hartford Public Schools and send to  

50 S. Main St., Room 420, W. Hartford, CT  06107. Contributions are tax-deductible. Deadline: 6/12/2018 

 

http://www.fwhps.org/
mailto:fwhps@westhartfordct.gov


◆ Petting Zoo &   
     Trolley Rides
◆ 5K Road Race 
◆ Kids Fun 
     Run

  

◆  Arts & Crafts Show
◆ Carnival Rides
◆ Free Family Activites
◆ Great Food
◆ Live Music

www.celebratewesthartford.com

  
  

Town Hall Common    
50 South Main Street, West Hartford, CT

WEST HARTFORD        
  elebrateC  elebrate!  elebrate!  elebrate!

June 9    10 am - 6 pm
June 10  Noon - 6 pm

    ◆ Arts & Crafts Show
      ◆ Carnival Rides & Games
       ◆  Free Petting Zoo
        ◆ Great Food
        ◆ Live Music
       ◆ New! Community Bike Ride
      ◆ 5K Road Race 
    ◆ Kids Fun Run
   ◆ Free Horse-drawn Trolley ride
◆ Performances in 
  Blue Back Square

5K
Celebrate! West Hartford

2018 ROAD RACES  

www.celebratewesthartford.com    

2018

Free Admission/Rain or Shine

In memory of
 Robert A. Simons



 

   

* 1st, 2nd, 3rd awards in all divisions
*	 Raffle	Prizes
*	 5K	Run:	$25	($30	after	June	1)		 

Kids Fun Run: $5

Thank you, Sponsors:

Report to 
Town Hall 

on 
Race Day!

Register online at www.CelebrateWestHartford.com
*	 Free	Race	Shirt	to	first	 
600	5K	registrants

*	 Refueling	buffet	by	 
Whole	Foods	Market

5K
Celebrate! West Hartford

2018 ROAD RACES  

Sunday, June 10

31st Annual 5K & Kids Fun Run
West Hartford Town Hall • 50 South Main St., West Hartford, CT

Race proceeds subsidize scholarships for youth 
swimming lessons and camps!Help kids get active! 



 

 
 

Greetings from the West Hartford Public Library Children’s Division!  

Before the end of the year, your child will be receiving a Summer Reading List 
with recommended book titles available at the public library. You will also receive 
a Summer Reading Log to record books read this summer.  

 

Students can submit these reading logs in one of two 
ways:  

 Record any books read on the paper reading logs 
provided and submit the log to your child’s teacher 
in September 
 

 Sign up for Wandoo, our electronic summer 
reading platform: 
https://wandooreader.com/westhartfordlibrary/ 
libraries-rock-summer-2018   

Using Wandoo, students can log in the books they 
read during the summer. The electronic log will be 
sent to teachers at the start of the school year (no 
need to print or hand in anything!).  Wandoo 
Reader can be accessed on any computer or 
mobile device.  The library has computers available 
as well.  On Wandoo, students can also complete 
challenges and play a game!  We encourage 
children to come visit the library and have fun 
reading.  

 

Stop by any West Hartford Public Library children’s department or access our 
website http://www.westhartfordlibrary.org/children for more information. 

Dear Parents, 

Our partnership is critical to your 
child’s success in school. We hope 
that you will read with your child, 
as this has been proven to be an 
important factor in developing 
lifelong readers. 

Once again, the West Hartford 
Public and School Libraries are 
sponsoring the Summer Reading 
Program. Please join us in 
introducing our children to the 
wonderful world of reading for 
pleasure. Help them to explore 
places near and far, meet new 
people, and discover the wonders 
of the world, while powering their 
imaginations. 

Summer reading lists assist you in 
helping your child select 
appropriate reading material that 
you can share together. Enjoy the 
journey! 

Tom Moore 
Superintendent of Schools 

https://wandooreader.com/westhartfordlibrary/libraries-rock-summer-2018
https://wandooreader.com/westhartfordlibrary/libraries-rock-summer-2018
http://www.westhartfordlibrary.org/children

