
 September 17, 2018 

Dear Braeburn Families and Friends, 

          Excitement fills the morning air and quickly energizes the hallways of Braeburn.  Our students are making new friends, 

learning new routines, building new relationships with their teachers and having fun.  Handshakes, smiles and hugs fill the 

hearts of our community as we begin our new school year and have set the tone for success and caring for one another.  

Thank you to every community member who has contributed to a wonderful beginning.   

 I want to take a moment to share just some of the many great observations made so far.  Our students are amazing!  

I consistently see them helping one another, using manners and smiling.  Our students are sharing their hopes and dreams, 

discovering that they have the potential to fulfill them and that every staff member looks forward to helping each one be re-

alized.  Students across all levels are engaged in learning experiences to help them gain confidence and to help them reflect 

on what they can work towards for their own personal growth.  A growth mindset is prevalent and powerful.     

Every time I speak with Braeburn community members I learn something new that impresses me.  One example is 

the involvement of our PTB in strongly supporting our students and staff.  Another is the increased use of technology to 

support our students.   This happens daily and I am constantly reflecting on what a special school Braeburn is.     

An important piece of partnering together will take place on our annual Curriculum Night on Thursday, Septem-

ber 20th during the following times: 

Grades 3 through 5: 6:00-6:45pm 

Grades K through 2: 7:00-7:45pm 

            (Please plan to visit our special area teachers in the cafeteria any time between 6:30 and 7:15) 
 
The purpose of Curriculum Night is to provide you with the information you need about the curriculum and instruction that 
your child will experience this year.  This will also improve our combined efforts to support your child in a partnership.  We 
hope that you will bring questions you may have regarding our programs.  We respectfully request that you reserve conversa-
tions related to your child’s individual performance and/or needs for a private meeting with the classroom teacher and/or 
support staff.   

Lastly, to maximize the safety of our student and adult pedestrians, I ask that you please review and follow our traf-

fic/parking lot guidelines which you will find on a subsequent page in this newsletter.  As a reminder,  buses are back on the 

roads so please  pay special attention to student safety during our drop-off and pick-up times. 

 I am thankful for the opportunity to learn and lead daily and I continue to be amazed by all the powerful work that 

is being done everyday.  I look forward to celebrating our many successes this year! 

Enthusiastically,  

Jeffrey F. Sousa 

            Principal 

Please follow up on Twitter Jeff Sousa@Braeburnbobcats and Instagram @ Scholarleader.  If you are interested in 

helping us install raised garden beds throughout our campus, please reach out to me.     

 

A Message from the Principal… 



 

 

Curriculum 

corner 

     Education is always changing!  As educators we teach, reflect upon that teaching, grow as educators and adapt our 

teaching practices as well as content to reflect current research into how students learn best. The West Hartford Curriculum 

Department is currently in the middle of a three year cycle of implementation of new social studies and science curriculum.  

Last year, new science curriculum was integrated into grades 2 and 3, while grades 4 and 5 received new social studies units.  

This year students in grades 1 and 4 will engage in new science units, while those in kindergarten and grade 2 will receive new 

social studies units of instruction. 

Science lessons were created according to guidelines and practices from the Next Generation Science Standards.  

These standards move away from past science practice of having students learn through rote memorization of facts, use of 

worksheets, and reading textbooks and answering questions at the end of a chapter. Instead we are moving toward students 

conducting investigations, solving problems and engaging in discussions with teacher guidance. Students are showing their 

learning by writing in journals, writing reports, and creating posters and media presentations that explain their learning. No 

longer are teachers posing questions with only one right answer. Instead students are discussing open ended questions that 

focus on the strength of the evidence of their experimentation. Students will be using the 5E instructional model… Engage, 

Explore, Explain, Elaborate, and Evaluate. 

Social studies curriculum was developed with guidance from the Connecticut Social Studies Framework.  This frame-

work helps to prepare students for college, career and/or civic life. The units are based on inquiry and “emphasize the disci-

plinary concepts and practices that support students as they develop the capacity to know, analyze, explain and argue about 

interdisciplinary challenges in our world” (College, Career & Civic Life C3 Framework for Social Studies State Standards). 

This curriculum encourages students to apply knowledge and disciplinary concepts and tools, evaluate and use evidence, and 

communicate conclusions and take informed action. 

 Social studies content is now being embedded into English Language Arts units.  In kindergarten students will ex-

plore the question Who Am I? by comparing themselves to fictional characters and each other.  They will also explore the 

question, What makes a community? by studying the most important places in a community or town and the people who make 

that community or town a better place.  In second grade, students will explore the question What does it mean to make a differ-

ence? by reading literature where characters do something that makes a difference in their family, school, community or the 

world at large.  They will then be encouraged to make a difference themselves by engaging in a kindness challenge.  A second 

unit is still in finalization stages. 

 Science units in grade 1 will have students develop an understanding of the relationship between sound and vibrating 

materials as well as between the availability of light and ability to see objects.  They will learn how plants and animals use 

their external parts to help them survive, grow and meet their needs as well as explore the effect of behavior upon survival.  

They will also be able to observe, describe, and predict some patterns of the movement of objects in the night sky.  In grade 

4, students will develop an understanding of the effects of weathering on the rate of erosion by water ice, wind, or vegetation.  

They will analyze and interpret data from maps in order to describe patterns of Earth’s features.  They will learn that plants 

have internal and external structures that function to support survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction.  In addition, they 

will develop an understanding that energy can be transferred from place to place by sound, light, heat, and electrical currents 

or from object to object.  Finally, they will use models to describe wave patterns and to show that waves can cause objects to 

move. 

     We look forward to seeing you at our Curriculum Night on September 20, 2018.  

Ellen Cercone 

Curriculum Specialist 



Curriculum Night 

 Thursday, Sept. 20 

Please Join Us 

   Gr. 3-5      6:00-6:45 p.m. 

           Specials   6:30-7:15 p.m. 

           Gr. K-2    7:00-7:45 p.m. 

 

Grade levels meet in classrooms 

Special Areas in cafeteria 

Please plan to attend! 

Thank You! 

Many thanks to our  

wonderful PTB for the  

delicious and nutritious Staff Luncheon on  

August 28th!    

Special thanks to those who made this  

luncheon possible; Abby Wittnebert, Natalie 

Sullo, Jess Miranda, Nicole Bouvier, Kristin 

Dolan, Kate Walas, Amanda Epstein, Ayelet 

Connell, Nicole Osier, Katie McCarthy, 

Erene Hammond, Samantha Doering,   

Regina Belen and Jess Egan 

 

 

Vacant Seat Program  

Application Start 

Date is  

            Monday, October 1, 2018 

The West Hartford Public Schools vacant seat  

program utilizes available space on school buses.  

This program allows students to ride buses, where 

space is available, who under the West Hartford 

Public Schools Transportation policy are not eligible 

for transportation.  No additional bus stops are 

added to the routes for this program. 

Interested parents should contact the West Hartford 

Public Schools Transportation Office at   

(860)561-6647 for additional information on or  

after October 1st.  Requests are taken in this 

office by telephone on a first come, first served 

basis starting at 8:00 am. 

 

Traffic Safety 

For the safety of our 

students and our en-

tire school community, please exercise cau-

tion and observe all traffic regulations and 

signage when driving in our parking lot 

and in the Braeburn School neighborhood.   

 Drop-off areas are for drop-off only.  

Parking is not allowed in these areas.   

 Double parking is not allowed at any 

time.   

 Only cars with handicap stickers may 

park in handicap designated spots. 

Traffic violations are reported to the W.H. 

Police Department Traffic Division and our 

Security Officer will issue citations for traf-

fic violations if he is on the premises. 



SAVE THE DATE 

 

Wednesday, September 19, 2018 

Yom Kippur – NO SCHOOL 

Thursday, September 20, 2018 

Curriculum Night 

Monday, October 8, 2018 

Indigenous People’s Day – NO 

SCHOOL 

 

 

        School Hours  

       2018-2019 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:  

8:35-3:20 

   Wednesdays:   

8:35-2:00 

For safety and comfort, children should 

not arrive at school earlier than 8:20 as 

there is no supervision prior to that time.  

The only exceptions are those students 

attending WHEE or before school activi-

ties such as band, orchestra, choir or stu-

dent council. 

 

Children are considered tardy if they ar-

rive in their classrooms after the 8:35 bell.  

Parents with students arriving late must 

ring the front bell to enter the building 

and proceed with their student to the 

school office.  Late sign-ins are recorded 

for attendance purposes and a tardy pass 

will be provided to your student before he 

or she proceeds to his/her classroom. 

 

Parents should not plan to escort or pick 

up their child(ren) in the classroom.  All 

pick-up and drop off will occur outside of 

the building (with the exception of late 

arrivals and early dismissals which occur 

in the school office).   

 

 

PTB Board -  2018-2019 

Samantha Doering & Megan Clarke 

Co-Presidents 

Elaine Nigro & Becky Fletcher 

Co-Treasurers 

Jean Rim 
VP of Communications  

 
Anna Kalke & Carla Economos 

Co-Vice Presidents of Fundraising 

 

Regina Belen & Kate Walas 

VPs of Community Outreach 

************************ 
 

Katy Purviance 

Bonus Bucks Treasurer 
 





IMPORTANT! NEW THIS YEAR... 

BRAEBURN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

POWERSCHOOL PARENT PORTAL  

INFORMATION  

PLEASE BE SURE TO SET UP YOUR ACCOUNT TODAY! 
All forms in the Welcome Back category should be filled 
out. This is important information that we will be using for 
your contact information, emergency contacts, and other 
important forms that we need during the school year. We 
will not be using paper forms this year. Please make sure 
that all required forms are completed!  
 
Instructions for setting up the portal account can be found 
at the following website:  
https://www.whps.org/parentportal  

Access the parent portal by going to:  
https://powerschool.whps.org  

Your Access Code and Password were mailed home to you. 
An access code and password is needed for each student.  
 
Need Help or cannot find your access code? Contact Mary 
Ellen or Monica in the office.  

PowerSchool
PowerSchool
















From the Nurse:   

Regular school attendance is necessary for optimal learning.  However, a mere presence at 

school does not ensure effective learning. A child must be feeling well in order to maximize 

the learning experience.  In addition, a child who is sick and  

comes to school may spread the illness to other students and staff.  It is recommended that 

a child remain home if any of the following conditions are present: 

Fever: Temperature of 100 degees or higher.  The child  

can return to school after he/she is fever-free for 24 hours,  

without fever-reducing medicine such as Tylenol  

(Acetaminophen) or Motrin (Ibuprofen). 

Vomiting/Diarrhea: A child with vomiting and/or  

diarrhea should stay home and return to school  

only after being symptom-free for 24 hours. 

Conjunctivitis (Pink eye): Following a 

diagnosis of conjunctivitis, the child may return to school  

24 hours after the first dose of prescribed medication. 

Rashes: Common infectious diseases with rashes are most  

contagious in the early stages.  A child with a suspicious rash 

should return to school only after a health care provider has  

made a diagnosis and has authorized the child’s return to school. 

Colds: Consider keeping your child at home if he/she is  

experiencing excessive nose blowing and/or coughing. 

Antibiotics: If your child has a contagious illness that  

requires antibiotics, he/she must be on the medication  

for 24 hours before considered non-contagious and able  

to return to school. 

Eileen Flaherty, School Nurse                                                                    rev. 9/18 



“Note to School”  

 All families received a “Note to School” pad in the First Day Packet.  It is im-

portant that you send in a “Note to School” for any day your child’s regular 

dismissal plan changes.   

Dismissal plans should be arranged in advance so that students arrive to school 

with a “Note to School” explaining the dismissal change.  Changes to dismissal 

plans after the school day has begun are discouraged, short of changes required 

for emergency situations.  

Playdates, etc. arranged after the school day begins would require parents to meet 

their children as usual and see them off to their playdate. 

A “Note to School” about the dismissal change is your first option, not emailing 

the teacher after the school day has begun, as many times teachers may only be 

able to check their email before and after school. 

In an emergency situation, please contact the school office.  Also, please let the 

office know if you are in need of another “Note to School” pad. 

Thank you. 

Update on Privacy Law - Public Act 16-189  

We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently and effectively use digi-

tal tools that empower them in all phases of the learning process, including research, problem solving, content creation, 

communication, and collaboration. We also believe that we must be committed at all times to protecting students' privacy 

and providing them with a powerful and safe educational experience. To that end, the West Hartford Public Schools fol-

low the legal requirements of Public Act 16-189 to promote the safety and security of all students and staff.  In compli-

ance with Connecticut State Law, we update online programs used within the district that house student data. The pro-

grams may be used district-wide, in a very small number of classrooms, or with individual students. The list will be updat-

ed each time the district enters into a new contract where student data is housed. For more information on the specifics 

of Public Act 16-189 and updates of vendor agreements, visit www.whps.org/pa189. 

Jared W. Morin, Ed.M. 

Director of Technology Services 

Town of West Hartford & West Hartford Public Schools 

http://www.whps.org/pa189
http://www.whps.org/pa189

