
 May 3, 2018 

Dear Braeburn Families, 

The school year is quickly coming to a close and the excitement is beginning to build accompanied 

by the beautiful weather.  As a reminder and a follow up to an email from me last week, please 

take the time to complete our school survey.  Part of  our continuous efforts to assess and improve 

Braeburn's school climate are to conduct a school climate survey. The CT School Climate survey 

is designed by the CT Department of  Education and is intended to solicit parent feedback about 

the climate of  our school. This survey is being sent to all parents in each school throughout the 

district, though some questions/answers are more appropriate for the middle and high school  

level rather than the elementary level.  We are also surveying students in grades 3, 4 and 5 here at 

Braeburn and all staff. 

 

This electronic survey will take approximately 10-15 minutes and will remain open through Friday, 

May 11th.  The following survey link is provided for your convenience:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H35QQ5W 

It remains our goal to provide a safe, positive and nurturing school environment for all of  our 
children.  Your opinions and ideas about our performance are a critical piece of  our school  
improvement and teacher evaluation efforts; in fact, we could not have created Braeburn’s School 
Development Plan for the current school year without your input. 

 

Thank you in advance for your assistance and participation.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

Jeffrey F. Sousa  

A Message from the Principal… 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H35QQ5W
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H35QQ5W
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LMGC5ZM


 

 

 

End of  Year Assessments 

 

It is hard to believe that the school year is rapidly coming to a close!  State assessments in 
math, reading and science (grade 5) are underway for students in the intermediate grades.    Thank 
you to all of  you for helping this process go smoothly by making sure that your children arrive to 
school on time and are well rested on test days.  We also appreciate your efforts to schedule  
medical or other appointments on days and times that do not conflict with testing.  Results from 
these assessments will be sent home to parents in late summer or early fall. 

We will be spending the next several weeks completing district assessments at all grade lev-
els that will measure individual student progress that has been made during this school year.   
Beginning next week, students in all grade levels will participate in the AIMSWEBPLUS reading  
assessments, which measure phonemic awareness, oral reading fluency and comprehension skills.  
Teachers are also in the process of  administering individualized reading assessments (DRA) for 
students in grades K-3.  Any student in grades 4 or 5 who receives reading support will also  
participate in these individualized assessments.  

Finally, during the week of  May 21st, students will complete the AIMSWEBPLUS math  
assessments, which measure number sense fluency, computational fluency and math concepts and 
the application of  those concepts to real world problem solving. 

I know that the entire Braeburn staff  takes pride in the tremendous amount of  growth that 
the children make each school year.  Our students have grown tremendously, both socially and  
academically since the first day of  school!  We thank you for your partnership with us in providing 
the best possible education for your children. 

If  you have any questions related to the end of  year state or district assessments, please feel 
free to contact me at 860-561-2200. 

 

 

Ellen Cercone 
Curriculum Specialist 



 

BRAEBURN CALENDAR 

DATE   TIME   EVENT 

       

Thu., May 3     Grade 3 Math CAT 

   9:10-11:45 am  Grade 2 to Westmoor Park 

   6:30-7:30 pm  PTB Board Meeting 

Fri.,  May 4     Fitness Friday 

      Grade 3 Math CAT 

Mon.- Fri. 5/7-11      Teacher Appreciation Week 

      Book Fair 

Mon., May 7     Grade 3 Math State Testing 

Tue.,  May 8   11:30-2:00 pm  Grade 3 to Lincoln Theater 

Wed., May 9     Nurses Appreciation Day 

      Grade 4 Math State Testing 

Thu.,  May 10     Grade 4 Math State Testing 

   9:00-3:00 pm  Kindergarten Registration 

Fri., May 11  9:00-3:00 pm  Kindergarten Registration 

   6:00-7:30 pm  Multi-Cultural Might 

 

Mon., May14     Grade 5 Math State Testing 

Tue.,  May 15     Grade 5 Math State Testing 

   11:00-1:30 PM  Kindergarten to Lincoln Theater 

Wed., May 16      PEP Day! (rain date is 5/30) 

Thu., May 17      Grade 5 State Math Testing 

Fri., May 18  10:45-11:45 am  Inter-El Tour Day 

Sat., May 19   6:00-9:00 pm  Yard Goats Baseball Game 

Mon.,  May 21     Grade 5 State Science Testing 

Tue., May 22  6:00-9:00 pm  Sweet Frog Fundraiser 

Wed., May 23  9:30-12:00 pm  1st Grade to Lincoln Theater 

Thu., May 24  7:30 pm   Inter-El Performance (Bushnell) 

Fri., May 25     Memorial Day Celebration   

    

 











 





















Rethinking School Start Time Committee  

UPDATE 

 New Dates: Stakeholder Surveys/Family Information Night 

 

The Rethinking School Start Time (RSST) Committee which consists of a group of volunteer parents, stu-

dents, teachers and administrators, is studying the issue of changing school start times. At the request of 

the Board of Education, the committee is examining the impact a change will have on all aspects of the 

educational program. 

One important aspect of the committee’s work is to gather information from stakeholders.  To that end, 

the committee will issue a survey for parents, teachers, and secondary school students. Originally, the 

committee planned to administer the surveys in February and March.  The committee has secured the 

services of the Hanover Research Group to support the creation of a survey personalized to West 

Hartford’s needs. Hanover will administer the survey and work with the RSST Committee to analyze the 

results. The new survey window is May 1-May 15. A Family Information Night will held at 7:00 p.m. on 

May 3 in the auditorium at Town Hall, 50 South Main Street.   

The survey and family information night are two ways for stakeholders to communicate their questions, 
comments and concerns about this important issue.  If you prefer to use email, please direct any com-
ments to RSST@whps.org . You are always welcome to attend a Board of Education meeting and address 
the Board of Education members in person during the public comment portion of the meeting.  

 

 
 

Braeburn Kindergarten Registration 

Thursday, May 10, 2018 

Friday, May 11, 2018 

If you have not already contacted the school office  
regarding your in-coming Kindergartener, please do so  

today at 860-561-2200 

 

mailto:RSST@whps.org






 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

“Note to School”  
 All families received a “Note to School” pad in the 
First Day Packet.  It is important that you send in a 
“Note to School” for any day your child’s regular 
dismissal plan changes.   

Dismissal plans should be arranged in advance so 
that students arrive to school with a “Note to 
School” explaining the dismissal change.  Changes to 
dismissal plans after the school day has begun are dis-
couraged, short of changes required for emergency 
situations.  

Playdates, etc. arranged after the school day begins 
would require parents to meet their children as usual 
and see them off to their playdate. 

A “Note to School” about the dismissal change is 
your first option, not emailing the teacher after the 
school day has begun, as many times teachers may on-
ly be able to check their email before and after school. 

In an emergency situation, please contact the school 
office.  Also, please let the office know if you are in 
need of another “Note to School” pad. 

Traffic Safety 

For the safety of our students and our entire school community, please exercise caution and observe 

all traffic regulations and signage when driving in our parking lot and in the Braeburn School neigh-

borhood.   

 Drop-off areas are for drop-off only. Parking is not allowed in these areas.   

 Double parking is not allowed at any time.   

 Only cars with handicap stickers may park in handicap designated spots. 

Traffic violations are reported to the W.H. Police Department Traffic Division and our Security  

Officer will issue citations for traffic violations if he is on the premises. 

Next edition will 

be The Sunflower  Light: 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

 

 



Update on Privacy Law - Public Act 16-189  

We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently and effectively use digi-

tal tools that empower them in all phases of the learning process, including research, problem solving, content creation, 

communication, and collaboration. We also believe that we must be committed at all times to protecting students' privacy 

and providing them with a powerful and safe educational experience. To that end, the West Hartford Public Schools fol-

low the legal requirements of Public Act 16-189 to promote the safety and security of all students and staff.  In compli-

ance with Connecticut State Law, we update online programs used within the district that house student data. The pro-

grams may be used district-wide, in a very small number of classrooms, or with individual students. The list will be updat-

ed each time the district enters into a new contract where student data is housed. For more information on the specifics 

of Public Act 16-189 and updates of vendor agreements, visit www.whps.org/pa189. 

Jared W. Morin, Ed.M. 

Director of Technology Services 

Town of West Hartford & West Hartford Public Schools 

Grade Assessment Dates 

3 English Language Arts 

Math 

April 18, 20 

May 3, 4 

4 English Language Arts 

Math 

April 23, 24 

May 8, 9, 10 

5 English Language Art 

Math 

Science 

 

April 25, 26 

May 14, 15, 17 

May 21 

Beginning in April, the West Hartford Public Schools will be administering the annual state as-

sessments in English/Language Arts and Mathematics to all students in Grades 3-5.  In May, the 

district will also be administering  the state Science assessment to Grade 5.  Below is the schedule. 

http://www.whps.org/pa189
http://www.whps.org/pa189

