
School Date/Time of  
Parent  

Orientation 

Date of  
Kindergarten  
Registration 

Aiken 
212 King Philip Drive 
(860) 233-6994 

March 24, 2016 
6:30 p.m. 

 April  19 & 20, 2016 

Braeburn 
45 Braeburn Road 
(860) 561-2200 

April 21, 2016 
6:30 p.m. 

May 5 & 6, 2016 

Bugbee 
1943 Asylum Avenue 
(860) 929-5500 

 April 28, 2016 
7:00 p.m. 

May 3 & 5, 2016 

Charter Oak Interna-
tional Academy 
425 Oakwood Avenue 
(860) 233-8506 

May 12, 2016 
6:30 p.m. 

May 18 , 19 & 20 2016 

Duffy 
95 Westminster Drive 
(860) 521-0110 

April 7, 2016 
5:45 p.m. 

April 25, 27 & May 2, 
2016 

Morley 
77 Bretton Road 
(860) 233-8535 

March 31, 2016 
6:30 p.m. 

April 26 & 28, 2016 

Norfeldt 
35 Barksdale Road 
(860) 233-4421 

April  21, 2016 
6:30 p.m. 

May 16 & 17, 2016 

Smith  
64 St. James Street 
(860) 236-3315 

April 28, 2016 
6:30 p.m. 

May 23 & 24, 2016 

Webster Hill 
125 Webster Hill Blvd 
(860) 521-0320 

April 21, 2016 
6:30 p.m.  

May 25 & 26, 2016 

Whiting Lane 
47 Whiting Lane 
(860) 233-8541 

March 23, 2016 
6:30 p.m. 

April  4 & 7,  2016 

Wolcott 
71 Wolcott Road 
(860) 561-2300 
 
 

April 21, 2016 
6:00 p.m. 

May 9, 10 & 11, 2016 

Dates and Times of Orientations 
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Welcome! 
 
This is an exciting time for you and your family as you prepare to 
send your child to kindergarten.  The staff and administration of 
our elementary schools are eager to support  you and your family 
during this important transition to ensure a successful school experi-
ence.  A collaborative relationship between home and school is essen-
tial to student success.  
 
This booklet will provide important information regarding the dates 
for parent orientation and kindergarten registration.  In addition, 
you will find answers to questions regarding health requirements and 
expectations for incoming kindergarteners.  We wish you and your 
child the best as school begins and remind you to enjoy the journey. 
 
All the best, 
 
Nancy M. DePalma, Ed. D. 
Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, Curriculum and Assess-
ment 
860-561-6631 
 
Mary Stone 
Early Childhood Curriculum Specialist 
860-561-6635 
 
Andrea Thomas 
Coordinator, Great by 8 Community Partnership 
whgreatby8@gmail.com 
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Pre-Academic Development 

 Read aloud books with rich vocabulary and use new words as 
you play and talk together 

 
 Sing simple nursery rhymes, read poetry, practice repeating 

rhyming words, and make up funny rhyming words 
 
 Read books that are fictional and informational texts; ask ques-

tions “Who, what, when, where, why and how” about the story; 
predict what may happen next; make a connection to your own 
life experiences 

 
 Print your child’s name whenever possible, such as on drawings; 

encourage your child to write his/her name 
 
 Discuss the parts of a story; identify the author and illustrator 
 
 Provide clipboards, paper or sticky notes to encourage writing 

and practice holding pencils, markers, or crayons 
 
 Count items in your house, such as pretzels for snack, toy cars, 

or steps as you walk 
 
 Sort items by same or different, and into categories: smallest to 

largest, putting together items of the same color, shape, or pat-
tern 

 
 Visit the library; book suggestions and class schedules can be 

found online at www.westhartfordlibrary.org 
 
 Provide opportunities for your child to play and participate in 

groups, such as library story hours and neighborhood groups 
 
 Encourage the use of play dough; practice stringing beads and 

using scissors  to strengthen finger/hand muscles 
 

 Read print in the community – store signs, names of food in 
grocery store, labels  

 

These expectations were created through a collaborative effort 
between community preschools and West Hartford public 

school teachers and staff.   
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Ways to support your child’s learning at home  

Social and Emotional Development 

 Encourage your child to dress him/herself in the morn-
ing; before going out to play, have your child put his/her 
shoes on the correct feet, put on his/her jacket and zip or 
button it; in snowy weather, encourage your child to put 
on snow pants and boots on the correct feet  

 
 Encourage your child to use a spoon or fork for food ra-

ther than fingers 
 
 Allow children to experience and resolve conflict; help 

your child solve problems by offering alternative ways to 
do something or suggesting some words to use to resolve 
a conflict 

 
 Prepare your child for transitions and routines with the 

use of timers (practice routines on the weekend when you 
are not in a rush to get to school) 

 
 Encourage your child to express him/herself with words 

especially when becoming upset (e.g., not having immedi-
ate access to a desired item); encourage your child to iden-
tify the problem and possible solutions and then help 
your child to work out a solution 

 
 Ensure that your child uses the toilet independently; en-

courage your child to wipe when necessary, flush the toi-
let and wash his/her hands after each use  

 
 Use meal times and car rides to encourage conversations 
 
 Model the use of phrases like “Now it’s my turn” when 

playing a game or having a conversation 
 

 Practice 2-step directions, using words like “First, then”; 
ask your child to repeat the directions back to you  
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Frequently Asked Questions for Transition into Kindergarten 
 

How do I enroll my child in kindergarten?  How do I know 
which elementary school my child will attend? 
If your child is 5 years old on or before January 1, 2017 he or she is 
eligible to attend  kindergarten. Contact your elementary school to 
receive information on kindergarten transition and registration.  If 
you are unsure which elementary school your child will attend, 
contact the Residency Office at 860-561-6620. 
 
I am interested in learning more about magnet schools in 
town.  How do I get more information on how to apply? 
There are two intra-district magnet schools in town that are open to 
West Hartford residents only.  While both schools align with the 
West Hartford curriculum and the district’s high educational 
expectations, each school’s approach is unique.  The two magnet 
schools are: 

 
Charter Oak International Academy’s instruction and 
philosophy are based on the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Primary Years Program.  Children's natural curiosity drives their 
investigation of current world issues in relation to science, social 
studies and the arts.  The IB philosophy brings a deeper level of 
inquiry to the curriculum, opening students' minds to new 
perspectives on issues of local and global significance as they 
become active, compassionate and lifelong learners.  
 
Florence E. Smith School of Science, Math and 
Technology:  
In addition to the district curriculum, Smith STEM School 
provides students with empowering integrated learning 
experiences in STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math.  Through our Habits of Mind, engineering curriculum, 
and student-centered inquiry experiences, students curiosity, 
critical thinking, and creativity are embraced.  With 21st century 
skills at the heart of a STEM Education, Smith STEM school 
prepares all students today for the world of tomorrow no matter 
which career paths they follow.  
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You may apply to only one magnet school.  Parents and children are 
encouraged to schedule a visit and learn more about the magnet 
schools before deciding to apply.  Parent informational meetings are 
held in late February or early March.  The application deadline for 
the magnet schools is the end of March prior to the beginning of the 
school year.  Parent(s)/guardian(s) of incoming kindergarteners need 
to call ahead to set up an appointment to register a child with the 
Residency Office at 860-561-6620.  For more information on magnet 
schools, please contact Juan Melian at Charter Oak 860-233-8506 or 
Teresa Giolito at Smith 860-236-3315. 
 
What is a typical schedule or routine in a kindergarten class-
room? 
Kindergarten is a full-time program in the town of West Hartford.  
School hours on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday are  8:35 
a.m. – 3:20 p.m.  On Wednesdays, children are dismissed at 2:00 p.m. 
for teacher professional development.  Children remain in the class-
room throughout the day, except for specials (art, music, etc.), lunch 
and recess. A typical week includes: 

 Recess once a day for 30 minutes 

 Lunch once a day for 30 minutes 

 Art once a week for 45-60 minutes 

 Library once a week for 30 minutes (may include computer 
time throughout the year) 

 Music twice a week for 30 minutes each 

 Physical education twice a week for 30 minutes each 

 Spanish twice a week for 30 minutes each at Charter Oak  
International Academy only 

 
Do the children have nap and/or rest time? 
This varies by school but all kindergarten classes have daily rest/
quiet time, which usually last 20-30 minutes.  This may change as the 
year progresses and children adjust to the full-day  schedule. 

Introduction to Kindergarten 

PRE-ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT 

ACADEMIC SKILLS 

 Identifies colors 

 Identifies simple shapes 

 Counts to 10 

 Counts items up to 10 with one-to-one correspondence 

 Identifies written numerals 1 - 10 

 Holds a writing implement and scissors with functional grasp 

 Understands concepts of print 
     - how to hold a book 
     - how to track words with finger from left to right 

 Understands role of author and illustrator 

 Pre-reads a story and re-tells the story from pictures 

 Recognizes first name in upper case letters 

 Writes first name 

 Identifies 7 or more upper case letters 

 Identifies 7 or more lower case letters 

 Recognizes letter sounds 
  

We understand children enter kindergarten with a wide 
range of skills and experiences.  West Hartford Public 
School staff work with children to support all levels of 

learning and development. 
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Expectations for Children entering Kindergarten 



SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

COPING SKILLS 

 Follows routines and expectations 

 Manages transitions and changes in routine 

 Tolerates frustration appropriately 

 Consistently separates easily from parents or caregivers 

 Uses the toilet independently 

 Demonstrates age-appropriate dressing and eating skills 
  
RESPECT FOR OTHERS 

 Respects peers and adults 

 Respects his or her environment 

 Understands that positive and negative actions have conse-
quences 

  
SOCIAL SKILLS 

 Interacts appropriately with other children in large and small 
groups 

 Takes turns with adults and peers 

 Resolves conflicts with peers 
  
EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS 

 Communicates with peers and adults 

 Communicates personal needs 

 Seeks help to address academic needs 

 Actively participates in conversations using reciprocal dialogue 
  
RECEPTIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS 

 Listens attentively in large and small groups 

 Follows 2-step directions independently 
  
ATTENTION AND FOCUS 

 Sustains attention during adult-directed activities for 10 
minutes 

 Sustains attention during self-selected activities for 15 minutes 

 Exhibits impulse control 

Expectations for Children entering Kindergarten 
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How are children assigned to a class?  What if my child doesn’t 
know anyone? 
Using information gathered at kindergarten registration, school staff 
design classes so that the groupings of children are heterogeneous by 
sex, cognitive skills, social skills and age.  Many children do not know 
each other, so a great deal of time is spent in the first weeks of the 
year on transitions and getting to know each other. 
 
How do teachers work with children who are on different  
levels? 
Teachers are able to utilize resources within the school to create 
small groups for reinforcement of skills using other school staff, e.g., 
kindergarten paraprofessionals, teaching assistants or the curriculum 
specialist. Teachers assess each child and plan instruction according-
ly, based on the child’s academic level.  West Hartford is committed 
to meeting the needs of all children regardless of age or stage of de-
velopment. 
 
What if my child has strong academic skills, but is not ready 
emotionally and socially?  He has separation anxiety and car-
ries his favorite stuffed animal with him everywhere.  Is he 
ready for kindergarten? 
A child needs to be ready emotionally before moving on to academic 
skills.   Parents should take cues from their child and pre-
kindergarten teacher, if  the child attended pre-kindergarten. A prob-
lem that may affect a child’s ability to learn can be identified in kin-
dergarten and appropriate services can be provided.  Kindergarten 
instruction promotes learning of many skills that are the foundation 
of the curriculum.  Stuffed animals and blankets are not allowed in 
the classroom, but may remain in the child’s backpack. 
 
What should I do about my child who has a late (October –  
December) birthday ? 
Making the decision to enroll your child in kindergarten should be 
based on your child’s social and emotional readiness and information 
gathered from the pre-kindergarten teacher, if your child attended 
pre-kindergarten.  Based on research from the Connecticut State  
Department of Education, keeping an age-eligible child out of kin-
dergarten does not result in any long-term benefits. 



 
How do I talk to my child about the fact that he/she might not 
be going to kindergarten until the following year? 
Be confident in your decision; be positive and optimistic about 
whatever your child will be participating in and convey those feelings 
to your child.  Do not let your child pick up on any feelings of regret 
or indecision you may have. 
 
My child has a peanut/other food allergy.  How do the school 
and classroom teacher work with allergies? 
Food allergies require a multi-disciplinary plan involving the school 
nurse, classroom teacher, special area teachers, cafeteria staff, 
custodians, bus drivers, etc. Parents should speak with the school 
nurse to discuss their child's food allergy so that an appropriate plan 
can be made. The nurse, teacher and parents work together to 
develop an individual health care plan.  Since 1995 no peanut 
products have been allowed in the classrooms.  There is a peanut-
free table in each school cafeteria.    
 
What are the procedures for bus transportation? 
Per state statutes, all children, including kindergarteners, who live 
within a mile of school walk to school and are therefore not eligible 
for bus transportation. If you are unsure as to whether your house is 
within the 1-mile mark, contact the Office of Transportation at 860-
561-6647. If your child is eligible for bus transportation, you will 
receive a letter during the summer from the Office of 
Transportation. In addition, you will receive information regarding a 
practice bus ride for kindergarteners. 
 
Are there before and after school programs at the elementary 
schools? 
Yes, each elementary school has a licensed program.  To find out 
how to register and what the hours and rates are, contact the 
program listed on the following page for your school. 
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Before/After School Care 

Licensed School Age Programs - School Based 
Aiken School, operated by WHEE II                       860-233-8785 
Braeburn School, operated by WHEE                      860-561-4088 
Bugbee School, operated by YW Kidslink                860-525-1163 
Charter Oak Intern’l Acad, operated by WHEE       860-929-5573 
Duffy School, operated by YW Kidslink                   860-561-4104 
Morley School, operated by MEDC                          860-232-5336 
Norfeldt School, operated by WHEE II                   860-233-0097 
Smith School, operated by WHEE                           860-232-0395 
Webster Hill School, operated by YW Kidslink        860-561-4105 
Whiting Lane School, operated by WLEDC             860-233-8462 
Wolcott School, operated by YW Kidslink                860-525-1163 
 

Health Check List for Kindergarten Registration  

 
Avoid the Summer Rush: 
Call your pediatrician to verify the date of your child’s last well-child 
visit (yearly physical).  Review your child’s immunization record with 
your pediatrician.  At the kindergarten orientation for parents, you 
will receive the Connecticut (CT ) Health Assessment Record 
(HAR). 
 
If your child is or will be due for a well-child visit (yearly  
physical): 
Schedule an appointment now.  Bring the CT Health Assessment 
Record with you when you go to your appointment.  Bring or mail 
your completed CT Health Assessment Record to the school your 
child will be attending as soon as it is ready. 

 
Things to keep in mind: 
Pediatricians’ offices are very busy in the summer.  Appointments 
may be hard to make if you wait until the summer.  “Kindergarten 
shots” (immunizations, e.g., DTP, Polio, MMR) can be given any 
time after the child is 4 years old.  You do not have to wait until the 
summer before your child starts kindergarten.  Pediatricians’ offices 
are often swamped with requests for school forms in the summer.  
You may have to wait 7-10 days to have your form filled out even if 
all your information is current and you do not need to see the  
doctor. 
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