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Mission 
Hall High School prepares all students to be educated, 

responsible citizens who contribute collaboratively, 
independently, and innovatively to a dynamic global 

community. 

Core Values 
and Beliefs 

Collaborative, Independent 
and Innovative Learners 

21ST Century Learning Expectations:  Academic, Civic & Social 

Relevant 
Curriculum 

High 
Expectations 

Civic and Social 

• Informed Citizens 

• Engaged 

• Responsible 

• Respectful 

    

A Safe and Well-
Maintained 
Environment 

Cultivation of 
Students’ Interests, 

Strengths and Abilities 

Dynamic and 
Varied Instruction 

Cultivation of a 
Compassionate and 
Engaged Community 

William H. Hall High School 

Problem Solving 

• Critical Thinking 

• Innovation 

• Adaptability 

    

Communication 

• Writing 

• Reading 

• Speaking 

    

Habits of Mind 

• Self-assessment 

• Time Management 

• Improvement 

• Effort 

    

Technology 

• Publishing 

• Data Analysis 

• Multimedia 

Presentation 
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It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to William H. Hall High School - "Home of the Warriors.” 
 
Hall High School prepares all students to be educated, responsible citizens who contribute collaboratively, 
independently and innovatively to a dynamic global community. This Program of Studies handbook is 
designed to assist you and your parents in planning your high school education. Included in this handbook 
are course descriptions, policy guidelines, graduation requirements, grading procedures, NCAA eligibility 
requirements and summer school information. 
 
Carefully review the course selections to make informed and appropriate decisions regarding your course 
of study.  Please know that we have high expectations for you; therefore, set meaningful and realistic 
academic goals for yourself. Our outstanding, knowledgeable, and experienced school counselors, teachers 
and support staff are available to support you to ensure your success in reaching your goals. 
 
I encourage you to take full advantage of all the opportunities Hall has to offer. In addition to our 
comprehensive curriculum, Hall provides many interesting clubs and activities for our students. Become 
an active participant in the school community and get involved in extra-curricular offerings to enrich and 
supplement your education. Seek out leadership experiences as this will develop lifelong skills such as self-
advocacy and perseverance.  I invite you to use our website to visit all the unique learning experiences that 
Hall High School has to offer. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Thomas R. Einhorn 

Thomas R. Einhorn 
Interim Principal of Hall High School 
 
 
 

 

 

 
The West Hartford Public Schools Program does not condone discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
national o r ig in ,  age ,  sex  o r  hand icap  in  employment  or  ass ignments ,  in programs or services 
provided or operated by the West Hartford Board of Education.  Mr. Thomas Moore and Mr. Rick Ledwith are 
designated as the employees  who  w i l l  coord inate  compliance with Title IX, Title VI, & Sec. 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 respectively. 
 

In its enacting of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Congress requires public schools to provide “on request by 
military recruiters, or an institution of higher education, access to secondary school students’ names, addresses and 
telephone listings.”  In keeping with this mandate, the WHPS district will provide this information upon receipt of 
each request.  This act also requires that parents be notified of such requests and be provided with the 
option to refuse the release of this information.  If you prefer that this data not be released without your specific 
written consent, you must notify the School Counseling Office in writing prior to the beginning of the school 
year. 
  

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

POLICY ON NON-DISCRIMINATION 
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WEST HARTFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

I. Introduction 
To graduate from West Hartford Public Schools a student must satisfactorily earn a minimum of 21.75 units of credit and 
must have met the credit distribution requirements.  Students must also meet four performance standards: reading/writing, 
mathematics, science and technology. 
 

II. Credit Distribution 
A.  English     4.0 credits 
B.  Mathematics     3.0 credits 
C.  Science     2.0 credits 
  1 credit in Physical Science 
  1 credit in Life Science 
D.  Arts and/or Technical Education    1.0 credit 
E.  Social Studies     3.0 credits 
  1 credit in Modern World History 
  1 credit in U.S. History 
  .5 credit in American Government 
  .5 credit in an elective   
F.  Physical Education & Health   1.75 credits 
G.  Electives*    7.0   credits 
  TOTAL 21.75 credits 
  

*any subjects chosen outside of the basic requirements for graduation 
 

Upon recommendation of the High School Principal and approval of the Superintendent of Schools, a requirement for 
graduation may be met, in part, on an equivalency basis as indicated in the administrative regulations.  It is possible with 
special approval for a student to complete the graduation requirements at the end of their junior year of high school, or in 
the middle of their senior year.  Students interested in this option should discuss their plans as early as possible with their 
school counselor and submit the required paperwork for approval. 
 

III. District's Performance Standards 
A. Reading/Writing: Students shall, prior to the completion of their senior year, produce an essay based 

upon an assigned reading that is focused, organized, elaborated and edited for Standard English 
conventions. 

B. Math: Students shall, prior to the completion of their senior year, demonstrate an ability to perform 
mathematical operations, to include working with fractions and decimals, in order to solve multi-step 
problems in algebraic and applied settings.  Certain tasks will either require students to explain their 
procedures or justify answers in writing. 

C. Science: Students shall, prior to the completion of their senior year, demonstrate an ability to perform 
science investigational skills and competencies. 

D. Technology Performance Standard: Students shall, prior to completion of their senior year, 
demonstrate technology competency through discipline-specific learning. Students will create a variety 
of products which demonstrate the ability to use word processing and/or desktop publishing software, 
spreadsheet and database software and multimedia authoring tools. 

 

IV. Meeting the District Performance Standards 
A. In order to meet the District Performance Standards in reading, writing, mathematics and science 

students must score at level 3 or higher on the Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) 
administered in the sophomore year.  The CAPT will be administered in accordance with State 
Department of Education (SDE) directives.  In order to meet the district performance standard for 
technology, students must complete all items on the technology competency checklist, as certified by 
professional staff. 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
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B. If a student does not meet the district performance standards on the CAPT or does not complete all items 
on the technology competency checklist, other options will be provided by the senior year. 

C. District Performance Standard for Technology: Commencing with the class of 2010 students are required to 
demonstrate proficiency in all three technology competencies. 
1. Technology Competency A - Produce a written document(s) that uses word processing or desktop 

publishing, which includes a variety of elements such as tabs, fonts, columns, tables, outlines, 
clipart, scanned images, headers/footers, page numbering, properly cited sources, etc. as appropriate. 

2.  Technology Competency B - Complete a product(s) that uses spreadsheet, database, or other 
appropriate technology to gather, organize and analyze data to solve a problem. 

3.  Technology Competency C - Create a multimedia product(s) that could include one or more of the 
following: presentation software (i.e. PowerPoint), computer-edited video, website design or 
animation designed to communicate a message, point of view or information with properly cited 
sources. 

 

The courses in the table below provide each student with at least two opportunities to complete the technology 
competencies. 
 

Grade 9 Grade 10 
Course Competency Course Competency 
English 9 c English 10 c 
Modern World History a U.S. History a 
Earth Science b Biology b 
Algebra I b Geometry b 

 

EARNING CREDIT 
Credit is granted on a semester basis. For each semester of successful work in a subject meeting five times per 
week .5 credit is granted. For subjects meeting less than five times a week, such as PE and Health 
courses, .25 credit is granted. 
 

No credit will be given when a student repeats a subject for which he/she has already received credit except in the 
performing music courses, in special work experience programs and in other individual cases with prior approval. 
Note: Attendance policy violations may result in the loss of credit.  Attendance violations involving the potential loss of credit are subject 
to administrative review.  See the student handbook for details of the attendance policy. 
 

MINIMUM CREDIT REQUIREMENTS 
Grade 10   4.0 credits 
Grade 11   9.0 credits 
Grade 12             15.0 credits 
 

If a senior is not eligible for graduation with the class due to failure to meet the graduation requirements and/or 
performance standards then the student must: 
 

A. Return in September as a fifth year student (see policy 5420/5430) or 
B. Enroll in summer school and meet the requirement or 
C. Enroll in courses to be designated through the West Hartford Adult Education Program and meet the 

requirement or 
D. Make arrangements for re-testing to meet the performance standard. 
 

Students at risk of not meeting graduation requirement(s) and their parent(s)/guardian(s) will be notified by the 
school.  Parents and students are encouraged to maintain regular communication with classroom teachers and 
monitor progress utilizing the Power School Parent Portal. 
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GRADING SYSTEM 
The following grading system is in use. Please note plus and minus is not computed into GPA. 
 

LETTER GRADE  NUMERICAL EQUIVALENT 
A+    97-100 
A    93-96 
A–    90-92 
B+    87-89 
B    83-86 
B–    80-82 
C+    77-79 
C    73-76 
C–    70-72 
D+    67-69 
D    63-66 
D–    60-62 
F      0-59 

 
* Grades for Health will be included in G.P.A. 
 

ACADEMIC HONORS AND GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) 
At the end of each quarter, students who achieve an average of 3.60 or higher in all credit subjects with no grade 
below a “C” receive maximum honors (at least five such subjects must be on a letter-grade basis). Those who earn 
an average of 3.0 to 3.59 on a similar basis receive general honors. 
In arriving at averages: 
♦ A = 4 
♦ B = 3 
♦ C = 2 
♦ D = 1 
An extra .5 is added to the GPA value for each honors or Advanced Placement course.  If an honors and AP course 
are offered in the same subject, the honors course is then weighted by adding a .25 (i.e. Honors Biology).  
 

A grade of ‘P’ (Pass) does not impact the calculation of GPA, but could impact honor roll eligibility. A grade of ‘D’ 
or ‘F’ or ‘Z’ or ‘Inc’ (Incomplete) in any subject including physical education will exclude a student from honors. 
 

Students must carry a minimum of 5.0 credits plus PE per year to be eligible for Honor Roll status. 
 

Students with an outstanding scholastic record are recognized at commencement by graduating with “Highest 
Honors,” “High Honors” or “Honors.”  They wear Honor Cords and receive special recognition on the program. 
 

POWER SCHOOL PARENT PORTAL 
The Parent Portal is an integrated tool that allows parents to use any computer with Internet access to view 
specific information about their child/children, including items such as attendance, assignments and grades.  We 
believe that this tool will further enhance the communication between parents and teachers and aid in our 
partnership as we work to provide the best education possible.  If you do not have Internet access at home, please 
visit any branch of the West Harford Public Library or other community resource centers where computers are 
available, such as the Elmwood Community Center. 
 

Instructions for setting up parent accounts and using the system are posted on the West Harford Public Schools 
web page at www.whps.org under the “For Parents” heading. 
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SCHOOL COUNSELING DEPARTMENT 
 
The West Hartford School Counseling Program is based on the belief that every student is important and unique. Our 
mission is to guide all students toward the best possible educational opportunities in a supportive environment, while 
promoting an understanding of self and others. school counselors strive to provide students with the skills necessary to 
become productive and healthy citizens.  The School Counseling program is developmental by design focusing on needs, 
interests and issues related to the various stages of student growth in three domains:  personal/social, academic and 
career/post-secondary planning. 
 

The School Counseling Department provides a program that is comprehensive and developmental in nature and is 
sequential and designed for all students. Students may meet with their school counselor individually, in small groups or in a 
classroom setting.  School counselors provide educational counseling, career planning, post-high school planning and 
personal counseling. 
 

Each incoming student is assigned to a school counselor. Although school counselors may often initiate an appointment, 
parents and students are encouraged to make an appointment with their school counselor when necessary. 
 

The School Counseling Department also maintains a Career Center, which provides information about occupations, 
careers, colleges, vocational schools and scholarships. Resources are updated regularly.  A trained coordinator who 
assists students in locating and researching the desired information staffs the Career Center.  There are numerous 
books and computer programs designed to facilitate the search.  Internet access further enhances a student's ability 
to utilize a broader range of timely resources. 
 

In an effort to help ALL students make sound, informed decisions as they explore the many pathways from school to 
career, a wide variety of courses and experiences is available throughout the four years in West Hartford's high schools. 
Students are encouraged to participate on as many levels as they can, and to talk to school counselors, teachers, family and 
friends in order to get accurate up-to-date career information.  Course selection is an integral part of this process. 
 

PROGRAM PLANNING 
Careful program planning by parents and students is of critical importance. The course of studies followed while in 
high school is the foundation upon which future success will be based.  A broad program of studies will enable 
students to prepare for college or employment upon completion of their senior year.  The complete listing of 
subjects offered can be found in the Course Description section.  Since courses are not limited to specific grades, 
students may select any course which is offered except for those courses with prerequisites or where exceptions are 
noted.  While selection of a program of studies is the primary responsibility of the student and his or her parents, 
they are well advised to consult with and make use of the broad experience and professional background of our 
faculty and school counseling staff.  Also available for student and parent use is a wide variety of material such as 
college and career websites and the school counseling website including the Naviance program.  Students and 
parents are encouraged to make use of the school’s Career Center. 
 

COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 
Students planning to attend college should realize that requirements for college admission vary greatly and depend on the 
selectivity of the school and the specific program to which the student is applying.  In general, most colleges indicate that 
the most important factors in their admission decision are the quality and rigor of the student’s high school program and 
the student’s performance in that program.  Therefore every student is encouraged to take an appropriately rigorous 
program of study. 
 

Other factors considered by the colleges, but not necessarily in the order listed, are results of scholastic assessment tests.  
SAT Reasoning and SAT Subject Tests, the ACT, leadership, participation in extra-curricular activities, character, 
impressions made in personal interviews and letters of recommendation from your school counselor, teachers and others. 
  

COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING 
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College admissions directors typically look for the following pattern of high school preparation: 
 

English 4 years 

• Should stress writing as well as literature 
Mathematics 4 years 

• Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II - plus one more year of math for those planning to major in 
business administration, mathematics or sciences 

Science 3 years 

• Including two years of lab science (1 year in a physical science and 1 year in a life science) 
Social Studies 3-4 years  

• Including U.S. History and American Government 
World Language 2-3 years recommended, 3-4 years preferred 

• Must be consecutive years of the same language at the high school level 
STEM 1 year 

• Elective in science, technology, engineering or mathematics 
Humanities 1 year 

• Elective 
 

Reminder: Some schools and colleges will have additional requirements beyond those general university-wide 
classes listed above.  This is only an example of the requirements. 
 

EARLY GRADUATION AND/OR EARLY ADMISSION TO COLLEGE 
It is expected that most students will graduate from high school after having attended for four years (grades 9-12) and 
having earned the required number of credits. 
 

A student contemplating graduating in three (3) years should inform their school counselor by the end of his/her 
sophomore year. A formal written request to graduate early must be submitted in writing to the principal.  Specific 
details outlining the reasons for this request must be clearly indicated.  Upon approval, the student is moved into the 
junior class and GPA will be computed with the junior class.  The student must meet all graduation requirements.  
 

WEST HARTFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS CAREER PATHWAYS 
In collaboration with School Counseling and Advisory homeroom, students will work to establish a four-year 
Student Success Plan (SSP) based on their career aspirations and interests.  The SSP guides students toward 
instruction and skills development that align with college and career preparation.  The following are clusters and 
their associated pathways as identified by West Hartford Public Schools: 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT - Early College Experience Program (ECE) 
Hall High School participates in the 
  

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math  

• STEM 

• Agriculture 

• Architecture & Construction 
Business and Financial Literacy  

• Business Management 

• Finance 

• Marketing 

• Hospitality 
Communication Technology, Media and the Arts  

• Information Technology  

• The Arts 

Government, Education and the Humanities  

• Government and Public Administration 

• Education and Training 

• Law  
Health and Human Services  

• Health Sciences 

• Human Services 
Manufacturing Logistics 

• Manufacturing 

• Transportation 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES (AP) 
AP courses are rigorous academic programs available to students who demonstrate interest in the opportunity to 
pursue challenging college-level classes.  The College Board’s AP courses are offered in a wide variety of subjects 
that students can take while still in high school.  They offer demanding course work and a taste of what college 
classes are like.  Through AP's college-level courses and exams, students can earn college credit and/or advanced 
placement while standing out in the college admission process.  College Board offers a series of examinations in 
May of each year to students who have taken Advanced Placement course work.  AP courses can help students 
acquire the skills and habits necessary to be successful in post-secondary education.   Hall High School AP course 
offerings are as follows: 
 

AP Studio Art AP English Language AP English Literature  AP Environmental Sci. 

AP French Language AP Spanish Language AP US History AP Calculus AB 

AP Calculus BC AP Computer Science AP Statistics  AP Biology  

AP Chemistry  AP Physics  AP Psychology  AP Economics 

AP European History AP US Gov. and Politics 

 

Be sure to check each course as some have prerequisites.  AP courses are listed in this booklet and on the student 
transcript with the AP designation.  AP exams will be given during the second and third weeks in May.  There is a 
fee for each examination taken, payable to the Advanced Placement Program.  Student participation in the 
Advanced Placement exam is a course expectation. 
 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT - Early College Experience Program (ECE) 
Hall High School participates in the Early College Experience program (ECE) offered by the University of 
Connecticut.  This program, which is offered in high schools around the state, allows students to receive both high 
school credit and college credit from the University of Connecticut. 
 

• Students may take the Early College Experience program courses if they meet all the prerequisites of the 
department and the university. 

• Student must register in advance.  Registration is facilitated through the classroom and School Counseling 
Office. 

• Courses are taught by Hall staff members who are also adjunct professors for UConn. 

• Students must maintain a grade of C or better to be awarded the university’s credits. 

• Upon successful completion of a UConn/ECE course, students may request a transcript from the 
University of Connecticut. 

• UCONN credits are accepted at many colleges and universities across the country. 

• Students must register in the UConn ECE program prior to the start of the course and are financially 
responsible for all fees associated with the course.  A $25.00 per credit fee* is charged for changes made 
during the add/drop period in September. 

• All fees for courses dropped after the UCONN add/drop period deadline are non-refundable. 
  

COLLEGE CREDIT PROGRAMS 
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Below is the chart that indicates each of the courses* at Hall that qualifies for the UConn ECE program: 
*ECE course offerings and fees are subject to change.   

Hall Course Semester UConn Course Credit 

AP Biology 
Fall BIO 1107 – Principles of Biology I 4 

Spring BIO 1108 – Principles of Biology II 4 

AP Calculus AB 
Fall MATH 1125Q – Calculus Ia 3 

Spring MATH 1126Q – Calculus Ib 3 

AP Calculus BC 
Fall MATH 1131Q – Calculus I 4 

Spring MATH 1132Q – Calculus II 4 

Discrete Math Fall or Spring MATH 1030Q – Elementary Discrete Math 3 

AP Economics 
Fall ECON 1202 – Principles of Macroeconomics 3 

Spring ECON 1201 – Principles of Microeconomics 3 

Advanced Literature Full year ENGL 1010 – Seminar in Academic Writing 4 

AP English Language (gr. 11) Full year ENGL 1010 – Seminar in Academic Writing 4 

AP English Literature (gr. 12)** Full year ENGL 1011 – Seminar in Writing Through Literature 4 

AP Environmental Science Full year NRE 1000 – Environmental Science 3 

AP Spanish  
Fall SPAN 3178 – Intermediate Spanish Composition 3 

Spring SPAN 3179 – Spanish Conversation: Cultural Topics 3 

AP Statistics Full year STAT 1100Q – Elementary Concepts of Statistics 4 

Individual & Family 

Development 
Full year HDFS 1070 – Individual & Family Development 3 

 

**Students cannot receive ECE credit for more than one English course during their high school career. 

For additional information, contact the Hall School Counseling Office or visit www.ece.uconn.edu   
 

COLLEGE AND CAREER PATHWAYS PROGRAM (CCP) 
The CCP Program is a nationally recognized option that enables students to receive community college credit 
while completing high school courses.  The CCP Program is offered in various career cluster areas for juniors and 
seniors who wish to pursue course work directly related to a specific career field.  This program provides the 
benefit of earning up to 14 community college credits in many career and technical education courses through a 
partnership with the community college system.  West Hartford Public Schools is aligned with Capital Community 
College (CCC), but because the CCP Program is a national program, many out-of-state universities and private 
colleges may also accept CCP Program credit.  The purpose of this program is to encourage students to continue 
their post-secondary education while concentrating on a specific pathway interest.  There is no fee required for 
participation and students do not have to attend CCC during their enrollment in the CCP Program.  Upon 
completion of a CCP course or courses, students may request an official transcript directly from Capital Community 
College. 
 

Students enrolled in this program are required to specialize in a technical area and take a sequence of courses while 
also taking Speech/Visual Communication English (or AP English*) in conjunction with a qualifying science and 
math course.  The following technical areas are currently offered and further defined within the Program of Studies.  
*Note, students enrolled in AP courses may receive a waiver for the College Career Pathways requirement in that discipline. 
 

In order to register for the College Career Pathways Program students must: 

• Meet with their school counselor to plan their CCP Program 

• Enroll in one of the technical courses listed below during their Sophomore or Junior year   

• Plan to enroll in Speech/Visual Communication English 

• Plan to enroll in or have completed Chemistry, Conceptual Physics/Chemistry or Physics  

• Plan to enroll in or have completed Algebra II (L3), Algebra II (L2) or Precalculus 
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Technical Course Areas:  choose one option from the 4 pathway areas  
 

1. Allied Health Careers course option (refer to the Family & Consumer Sciences section of this booklet) 

• Introduction to Allied Health Careers + Allied Health Field Experience 
Total Credits available: 13.0 
 

2. Business & Finance course options (refer to the Business Education section of this booklet) 

• Accounting I 

• Computer Applications Office + Media 

• Financial Literacy 
Total Credits available: 13.0 
 

3. Early Childhood Education course option (refer to the Family & Consumer Sciences section of this booklet) 

• Introduction to Early Childhood + Early Childhood Careers & Education 
Total Credits available: 13.0 
 

4. Technology course options (refer to the Technology Education section of this booklet) 

• Computer Technology + Intro to Computer Science 

• Graphic Design II, III or IV 

• Web Design & Development 

• Power Mechanics I + II 
Total Credits available: 14.0 

 

OFF-CAMPUS COLLEGE CREDIT PROGRAMS 
College credit programs are available at the high school level for the student who has the skill and motivation to do college level 
work.  The University of Hartford College Now, University of Saint Joseph Project Challenge Program and other 
similar programs at Trinity College and Goodwin College permit a qualified student to take one freshman level college 
course per semester through their college/university.  College credit plus credit toward graduation from West Hartford 
Public Schools are granted for successful completion of the work. These courses are intended as enrichment courses for 
advanced students who are looking for additional challenge and background for later college work.  Courses taken “off-
campus” may not be substituted for courses presently offered within the high schools.  Tuition in most cases is free.  However, students 
will be required to pay a registration fee plus the cost of the books and any lab fee and must arrange their own transportation.  See your 
school counselor for details regarding these and other college programs. 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE IN CONNECTICUT 
High school students have the option to participate in the State of Connecticut Open Choice program, which allows for the two-
way movement of urban and suburban students by attending the school of their choice following successful completion of an 
application process.  For more information regarding all of the programs available, please refer to the Connecticut State 
Department of Education’s publication, Public School Choice in Connecticut: A Guide for Students and Their Families, visit their website at 
www.state.ct.us/sde/equity/index.htm or contact your school counselor. 
 

BLOOMFIELD/HARTFORD/WEST HARTFORD COLLABORATIVE SUMMER SCHOOL 
Summer School is a part of the total West Hartford School System.  The school offers a variety of credit and non-credit 
courses.  The credit courses are designed to allow a student to earn a passing grade for course work previously failed, 
improve a passing grade, earn credit for a course not previously taken or preview a course without seeking credit.  
See additional program, registration and course offering information listed under Summer School in this Program of Study. 
 

REACH PROGRAM 
The REACH Program (Responsible Educational Alternative for Conard and Hall) is an alternative designed for 
students who are not experiencing success in the larger high school environment.  With an emphasis on dropout 
prevention, the REACH Program has been highly successful in graduating those students who have become disinterested 
with school.  Students who struggle with attendance, academic or social issues are able to apply for admission after 
completing their 9th grade year.  The program is limited to 40 students.  Smaller class size, differentiated instruction, 

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMMING AND COURSE OPTIONS 
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social work support and increased collaboration between parents and staff contribute to a positive relational learning 
environment, which helps to foster student success.  In addition, the sequenced career exploration curriculum encourages 
both academic and professional skill development while providing students with an internship experience in their 
senior year.  See your school counselor if interested. 
 

REQUEST FOR HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT FOR COURSES TAKEN OFF-CAMPUS  
Awarding credit for courses taken outside of the West Hartford Public School system is at the discretion of the 
district and generally applies to courses not otherwise offered at the school.  A student must complete the High 
School Credit Request form including all the required signatures at least five days prior to the start of the course. The 
student will be responsible for obtaining a course description, syllabus, documentation of the hours of instruction 
and a final grade.  The hours of instruction must meet the state requirements of 60 hours per 1/2 credit.  Credit for 
a course otherwise offered or required for graduation will be granted only under special circumstances. 
 
 
 
 

 

American College Testing Program (ACT) Grades 11, 12 (optional) 
The ACT is a widely accepted college entrance exam. It assesses high school students' general educational development 
and their ability to complete college-level work.  The multiple-choice tests cover four skill areas: English, mathematics, 
reading and science.  The Writing Test, which is optional, measures skill in planning and writing a short essay.  The ACT 
is administered six times per year at various test centers throughout the country including Hall and Conard High Schools 
during the fall and spring semesters.  
 

Advanced Placement Examinations Grades 10, 11, 12  
These are three-hour examinations in specific subject areas taken in May for the purpose of securing college credit or 
obtaining advanced placement.  They are based on subject matter covered in the first year of college and are usually taken 
only by students who are in Advanced Placement courses. 
 

Connecticut Academic Performance Tests (CAPT) Grade 10 
Sophomores are required to take the CAPT in April/May as outlined by the State of Connecticut Department of 
Education.  This is a criterion reference test designed to measure how well a student performs against established standards 
in a variety of skills.  In order to meet the District Performance Standards in reading, writing, mathematics and science 
students must score at level 3 or higher on the CAPT.  The various measures are: 
 

Writing Across the Disciplines is composed of Interdisciplinary Writing and Editing & Revising.  The two Interdisciplinary 
Writing tasks offer student opportunities to develop persuasive letters on two different topics.  The second task, Editing & 
Revising, involve activities that are part of the process of writing and are not usually discrete skills. 
 

Reading Across the Disciplines is composed of Response to Literature and Reading for Information and is used to assess how 
well students read and interact with fiction and nonfiction. 
 

The Math Test component is a cumulative assessment of the knowledge, skills and application that students should have 
acquired by the end of 10th grade. 
 

The Science Test component is not a test of high school science content, but rather a cumulative assessment covering science 
content and skills that students should have acquired in grades K-12. 
 

Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT)/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (NMSQT) 
Grades 10, 11 (Optional) 
This is a 2 hour and 10 minute version of the Scholastic Aptitude Test and is given for planning purposes in October to 
sophomores and juniors who plan to attend college.  Junior test results are also used in the selection of Merit Scholars, 
Finalists and Commended students in the NMSQT program. 
 

SAT Reasoning Test Grades 11, 12 
The SAT Reasoning Test is a widely accepted college entrance exam. This is a 3 ½ hour exam consisting of critical reading, 
mathematics and writing sections given on the morning of all test dates. See your school counselor for further details. 
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SAT Subject Tests Grades 10 (optional), 11, 12 
The SAT Subject Tests may be required by certain colleges. These are 1 hour subject specific tests. A maximum of three 
may be taken on any one test date. These tests may be taken over three years. See your school counselor for further 
details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUDITING A COURSE  
It is possible for any student to “audit” a course if space permits and proper approval is secured.  Students are 
expected to actively participate and regularly attend the class.  Reasonable student expectations will be defined 
by the content area teacher and department supervisor.  The title of the course followed by “audit” will be recorded 
on the student’s cumulative record. 
 

Prior to the beginning of the year, students must have the permission of the school counselor, department supervisor 
and administration to audit.  Once the school year commences, permission of both teacher and school counselor are 
required.  When registering for the class, students must make note of their audit  status  on the prescr ibed 
registration form. 
 

DIRECTED INDIVIDUAL STUDY (DIS) 
Credit: Per arrangement 

1. D.I.S. is to be used as an option ONLY for students with plans for study not available in any course offering. 
There is a limit of one D.I.S. per student per semester.  No D.I.S. will be used to meet graduation requirements 
during spring semester of senior year. 

2. D.I.S. contract forms may be obtained from the School Counseling Office.  All D.I.S. contract forms must be 
submitted and approved BEFORE the end of the drop period.  A D.I.S. cannot be initiated after this 10-day period. 

3. No D.I.S. will be approved unless all portions of the form are completed and all necessary signatures secured. 
4. The D.I.S. contract form is to be signed by the student, supervising teacher, school counselor, parent, department 

supervisor, school counseling department supervisor and principal/assistant principal. 
5. Teacher participation in D.I.S. is voluntary.  A teacher can only supervise one D.I.S. a semester.  To supervise 

more than one D.I.S. in a semester would require administrative approval. 
6. Specific, mutually agreed upon criteria for evaluation of the student's achievement must be a part of the D.I.S. 

contract.  No Honors weight will be awarded. 
7. Upon completion of the D.I.S., per timelines, the teacher will award a grade and citizenship rating.  

 

CLASS ATTENDANCE POLICY 
West Hartford's attendance policy requires students to attend all classes in all subjects. If a student has 4 unexcused 
absences in any course per semester, the student will lose credit. Students who accumulate twelve (12) or more excused 
and/or four (4) unexcused absences in a course per semester will be subject to an appeal process to determine whether 
they will receive credit for that course. 
 

A copy of the complete attendance policy is distributed to every family and student each year through the parent and student 
handbooks.  Students and parents are advised to read the entire attendance policy carefully. 
 

LEVEL CHANGES 
All level changes are subject to administrative approval in collaboration with the classroom teacher, department supervisor, 
school counselor and parent. Space availability may also be a factor.  When students make level changes grades will 
follow to the new class.  Students must continue to attend all classes currently on their schedule while any change is 
being reviewed. 
 

DROP POLICY 
Students may drop a course without penalty (i.e., receiving a "WF") during the first 10 school days of each semester 
as long as they maintain five classes plus P.E. in their schedule.  The teacher, department supervisor, school 
counselor and parent will be involved in the process prior to the final decision being made by an administrator.  
Students must continue to attend all classes currently on their schedule while the request for a schedule change is 
being reviewed. 
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MID-YEAR AND FINAL EXAMINATIONS 
All students are required to take an examination for each course at the end of both semesters, in January and in June.  
Seniors with a "B" or better average, at the discretion of the teacher and departmental practice, may be excused from taking 
the final examination.  Such exemptions will not be announced until the last regular meeting of the course.  Seniors 
involved in town-wide exams will not be exempted. 
 

PASS/FAIL  
The purpose of allowing students to request a PASS/FAIL option in Visual Arts, Theater Arts and Music is to encourage 
them to explore an area of the curriculum in which they have high interest but unknown ability.  This is not an option for 
advanced courses in these areas.  
 

Students who enter the school from a foreign country and experience difficulty with the English language or who 
have been identified as English Language Learners (ELL), may, with appropriate approval from the subject area 
department supervisor, ESOL teacher and school counselor, elect to use the PASS/FAIL option instead of letter grades. 
 

Requests for PASS/FAIL grading must be made through the school counselor prior to the start or within the first 10 days 
of the course.  This request must be approved by the school counselor, classroom teacher and subject area department 
supervisor.  Each request will be considered on its merits, although students will not receive approval for more than one 
PASS/FAIL request for a given course.  PASS/FAIL grades do not count in determining GPA or in determining academic 
honors unless the course is failed.  
 

REPEAT CREDIT 
Although courses which are taken more than once (with the exception of music and technical theater) will be included on the 
student's permanent record and transcript and also figured in the student's gpa, credit toward graduation will not be 
granted more than once. 
 
SCHEDULE CHANGES 
All schedule changes must be completed by the end of the previous school year, unless a student's participation in 
summer school mandates a valid schedule change.  Changes are subject to teacher recommendation, department 
supervisor and administrative approval. 
 

Please note: Students must always carry a minimum of 5 classes plus P.E. per year. 
 

Changes will not be made based on period, lunch or teacher preferences.  Any academic change requires written 
consent from parent/guardian (and college admissions representatives if applicable). 
 

Reasons for schedule changes after the start of a semester must meet one of these qualifications: 
1. Level change - recommended/approved by classroom teacher, school counselor, department supervisor, 

administration and parent 
2. PPT mandated changes 
3. Administrative request 
4. Completed summer school classes 

Note: All above changes would require use of the Change Request Form (see your school counselor). 
 

TRANSCRIPTS 
A transcript is a written record of your academic accomplishments in grades 9-12, composed of courses taken, 
credit and grades earned and grade point average.  It is routinely sent, upon written request, to colleges, employers, 
or scholarship agencies.  A transcript release form signed by a parent/guardian is required prior to release of a 
transcript.  A fee is charged for each transcript requested, except for scholarship applications. 
 

LEVELS OF INSTRUCTION 
1. Standard level courses are for those students planning to continue their education beyond high school (four-

year, two-year or technical colleges/universities).  The pace and level of instruction are advanced and require 
students to be organized and motivated.  These classes will prepare students well for the rigor of college 
level programming.  They have no special designation and are available to all students.  The majority of the student 
population will select courses at this level.  Some (non-honors) courses qualify for college credit through Early College 
Experience (ECE) or other college partnerships. 
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2. Early College Experience (ECE) courses are college level for which content is prescribed by the University of 
Connecticut.  ECE courses are offered at both the standard and Advanced Placement (AP) levels, depending on 
course content.  Semester exams have specific content prescribed by the University of Connecticut.  

3. Honors and Advanced Placement (AP):  The pace and level of instruction are more advanced, requiring 
higher levels of organization and motivation.  Advanced Placement classes are college level courses.  Course 
content is prescribed by the current College Board’s Advanced Placement syllabus.  The College Board 
Advanced Placement Examination is an expectation for students enrolled in AP level courses. 

4. Other Courses:  Certain subjects offer courses (by recommendation only) that have been grouped according 
to achievement levels to provide for students who have demonstrated special abilities or needs. 

 

PREREQUISITES AND PLACEMENT IN SEQUENTIAL COURSES 
Students who receive lower than a grade of "C" in sequential subjects such as math or language should consider attending 
summer school to improve their grades and their chances of success in the more advanced levels of the subjects. 
 

Due to the sequential nature of certain courses and the necessity for establishing a firm foundation prior to moving onto 
advanced work, many courses have prerequisites listed (e.g., Algebra I is a prerequisite for Algebra II).  For the 
majority of students these recommended prerequisites should be followed.  Students who feel they have sufficient 
preparation in a specific area should discuss this with the teacher, school counselor and department supervisor prior to the 
selection of a course for which they have not met the stated recommended prerequisite. 
 

For placement other than the normal sequence in sequential courses, examination may be necessary but credit will not be 
granted. Refer to Graduation Requirements for further details. 
 
 
 
 
 

The library media center is a flexible access, resource-based environment available to all students and staff before, 
during and after school.  Print resources include fiction, nonfiction, reference, rapid reader, newspapers and 
periodicals.  AV resources include audio books, DVDs and videos.  Electronic resources include 55 computers in 
the library and adjacent classroom, digital image and audio recording equipment and online access to subscription 
databases, eBooks and other research and information resources through the library’s website. 
 

The library media program builds on the information and technology literacy skills acquired at the middle school 
level and supports reading for lifelong learning.  Library media specialists work with classroom teachers to integrate 
these skills with classroom curriculum areas.  Students are engaged in inquiry-based projects that focus on the 
information problem-solving process and critical thinking skills. 
  

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 
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1. Read the course descriptions of subjects you are eligible to take. 
 
2. Fill in the tentative “Four Year Planning and Credit Check.”  This is not a 

permanent plan, but a means for projecting your plans into the future.  Bring this 
sheet when you consult with your school counselor. 

 
3. 21.75 credits are required for graduation (see graduation requirements). 
 
4. In a four year program, a minimum of 5.5 credits is mandatory; however, we 

encourage students to take six courses each semester plus physical education 
and lunch.  For college-bound students, four of the five subjects should be college 
preparatory subjects. 

 
5. Consultation with teachers and school counselors is necessary prior to finalizing 

course selections. 
 
6. Students will not be permitted to forego lunch to take an additional class without 

administrative approval.  Parents must make this request in writing and provide 
a clear rationale. 
 

7. Classes may be cancelled by administration.  Reasons include low 
enrollment, as well as staffing and space constraints. 

  

COURSE SELECTION GUIDELINES 
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New Course Name      Previous Course Name 
Business       Business 
Entrepreneurship:  Introduction to     Entrepreneurship 
Business Marketing       
Financial Literacy      Personal Finance 
Introduction to Computer Science  Introduction to Computer 

  Programming/Visual Basic 
English  English 
Modern World Literature (ASK)  Literature and Society (ASK) 
Advanced Literature:  21st Century Studies  21st Century Studies 
Media and the Critical Eye  Media and the Critical Eye 
Family & Consumer Science  Family & Consumer Science 
Introduction to Early Childhood  Child Development I 
Early Childhood Careers and Education  Child Development II 
Regional and International Cuisines  Ethnic and Regional Cuisines 
Interior Design  Housing and Interior Design 
Mathematics  Mathematics 
Algebra I (L3)  Algebra I 
Algebra I (L2)  Algebra 1 Extended 
Geometry (L3) Geometry 
Geometry (L2) Geometry Extended 
Honors Geometry (L1) Honors Geometry 
Algebra II (L3) Algebra II 
Algebra II (L2) Algebra II Extended 
Honors Algebra II (L1) Honors Algebra II 
Social Studies Social Studies 
Issues in Society (ASK) American Themes (ASK) 
Technology Technology 
Web Design and Development Web Design 
Manufacturing Technology I Production Technology I 
Manufacturing Technology II Production Technology II 
Graphic Design/Photography II Graphic Communications II 
Graphic Design/Photography III Graphic Communications III 
Graphic Design/Photography IV Graphic Communications IV 
Visual Arts  
Ceramics I Ceramics 
Ceramics II Advanced Ceramics 
Drawing I Drawing 
Drawing II Advanced Drawing 
Painting I Painting 
Painting II Advanced Painting 
Sculpture I Sculpture 
Sculpture II Advanced Sculpture 
Survey of Visual Arts I Exploring Arts and Design I 
Survey of Visual Arts II Exploring Arts and Design II 
World Languages 
Advanced Contemporary French Studies Advanced French Literature 
AP Spanish Language & Culture AP Spanish Language 
AP Spanish Literature & Culture AP Spanish Literature 

  

Course Name Changes for 2013-2014 
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The mission of the Business Education Department is to develop the use of technology, business and 
economic concepts, and ethical principles that are essential to all citizens in a global economy.  Business 
Education courses promote the application of acquired skills to numerous disciplines and tasks.  The 
Business Education curriculum prepares students with the knowledge and skills necessary for 
advanced study in post-secondary education and career preparation.  Through a rigorous and 
comprehensive course of study, students are exposed to business pathways in accounting, 
finance, and marketing and information technology.   
 

Accounting I HSBU2400 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  Business & Financial Literacy 

The basics of accounting are presented in this course. Students learn the accounting cycle, including journals, 
posting trial balance, income statement and balance sheet, and will be introduced to computerized 
accounting. Simulation of a realistic business situation is presented with an automated practice set. 
Accounting is strongly recommended for students who will major in business.  
 
 
 
 
 

Accounting II HSBU4400 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Accounting I Pathway:  Business & Financial Literacy 

This course is for students who wish to study advanced accounting methods and to experience computerized 
accounting procedures. Special journals, payrolls, control systems and automated accounting are covered in 
this course. Business simulations are provided to give students similar activities as experienced in the 
accounting world. 
 

Business Mathematics A HSBU4480 .5 Credit 
Grades 10-12 Pathway:  Business & Financial Literacy 

This course is for students who wish to study the fundamentals of math used in the business world and in 
personal affairs. Topics will include: personal money records; salary calculation; fringe benefits; commission; 
costs involved in home ownership; purchasing and leasing; taxes and insurance. Students may take this course 
alone or in combination with Business Math B. Students electing Business Math for math credit, may also 
elect accounting, but will not receive math credit for both Business Math and accounting. 
 

Business Mathematics B HSBU4481 .5 Credit 
Grades 10-12 Pathway:  Business & Financial Literacy 

This course is for students who wish to study the fundamentals of math used in the business world and in 
personal affairs. Topics will include: saving and borrowing money; investments; business analysis and 
statistics; business profit and loss; and doing business in a global economy.  Students may take these courses 
alone or in combination. Students may receive up to one math credit for business math if both courses are 
taken. Students electing business math for math credit, may also elect accounting, but will not receive math 
credit for both business math and accounting. 
 

Financial Literacy HSBU2453 .5 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  Business & Financial Literacy 

At a time when credit card debt among eighteen to twenty-four year olds is dramatically increasing, and both 
unemployment and mortgage delinquencies are climbing, financial literacy has become a skill that must be 
acquired.  After all, “four out of ten Americans are currently living beyond their means”, a statistic that 
directly affects our entire economy (Jumpstart.org).  Within the finance curriculum students explore the 
concepts surrounding budgeting, goal setting, banking, consumer credit, savings, consumer protections, 
housing, taxes, retirement and investment.  Through projects, activities, case studies and computer 
simulations students apply course concepts to authentic, real-world situations.  The highlight of this course 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 

Please refer to page 13 regarding College Career Pathway registration and fee information. 
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includes a real-time online Stock Market Simulation allowing students to research assess and monitor 
investments in multiple domains. 
 
 
 
 
 

Entrepreneurship:   HSBU2452 .5 Credit 
Introduction to Business Marketing Pathway:  Business & Financial Literacy 

Grades 9-12  
Entrepreneurship focuses on recognizing a business opportunity, starting a business based on that recognized 
opportunity and operating and maintaining the business. Students will develop an appreciation for and 
understanding of entrepreneurship in our economy, especially since most of the jobs created in the early 
1990’s have been in the small business sector. Forecasters have indicated that this trend will continue into the 
twenty-first century. Topics will include: the American free enterprise system, competition and the profit 
motive and the interrelationships of various facets of business ownership. This course will provide students 
with a realistic framework for starting their own business. 
 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing HSBU4450 .5 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  Business & Financial Literacy 

This course will introduce students to fundamental marketing principles through exploration of the concepts 
and theories behind the lucrative sports and entertainment industry. Students will develop an understanding 
of the billions of dollars spent each year involving marketing, finance, economics, sponsorship, public 
relations, sales, advertising, licensing and other industry-related topics. Students will gain valuable knowledge 
on the impact that sports and entertainment have on consumer spending. Students will work individually and 
within teams through authentic applications and creative writing. This exploration will be reinforced with 
market strategies and real world applications. 
 

Computer Applications/Microsoft Office HSBU2470 .5 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway: Communication Technology, Media and the Arts 

Colleges and workplaces of today require students to be proficient in the essential components of Microsoft 
Office. Knowledge of these applications will assist students with projects, reports, data analysis and 
presentations in both academic and professional career environments. This comprehensive course 
encompasses Microsoft Office Suite including Word, Excel, Access and PowerPoint. Students will create 
MLA style reports, letters, memos, flyers, worksheets, charts, databases and presentations. Additionally, 
students will become proficient at integrating Microsoft Office Suite software to produce projects, complete 
simulations and develop advanced computer and Internet research skills. Using SAM (Microsoft Office 
Online Training), students will prepare to take the certification exam to become a designated Microsoft 
Office Specialist.  
Note: This course will provide students with the opportunity to complete the technology competency requirements for graduation. 
 
 
 
 

Computer Applications/Microsoft Media HSBU2471 .5 Credit 
Grades 9-12  Pathway: Communication Technology, Media and the Arts 

Technology provides a means to enhance academic achievement, promote student learning and prepare for 
career success. In Computer Applications Media, students will be introduced to the world of personal 
publishing by using Word, Publisher, PowerPoint and Front Page. During this course, students will become 
acquainted with the proper procedures to design and create professional quality publications suitable for 
course work, professional purposes and personal use. Students will learn to create complex tables, mail 
merges, sales proposals, flyers/signs, tri-fold brochures, newsletters, presentations, and personal Web pages 
and sites. Students will be encouraged to use their creativity in designing and creating original publications.  
Note: This course will provide students with the opportunity to complete the technology competency requirements for graduation.  
 
 

Please refer to page 13 regarding College Career Pathway registration and fee information. 

Please refer to page 13 regarding College Career Pathway registration and fee information. 

Please refer to page 13 regarding College Career Pathway registration and fee information. 
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Introduction to Computer Science HSBU2474 .5 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway: Communication Technology, Media and the Arts 

This course is for students who wish to explore the fundamentals of computer programming using the Visual 
Basic Language. The focus of this introductory level course is to provide students with the basic thought 
process in programming through a series of true applications written and tested by the student. Topics will 
include flowcharting, program design, object properties, and writing code. This hands-on course will provide 
an opportunity to explore interest in the computer science field and other computer related careers. 
 

Introduction to Computer Systems: HSBU2473 .5 Credit 
Word Processing Pathway: Communication Technology, Media and the Arts 
Grades 9-12 
The ability for students to master the skill of keyboarding along with knowledge of computer systems, 
hardware and applications are essential for every student. Students will master the "touch system" of keying 
and develop proficiency with Microsoft Word. Topics will include: formatting research papers with proper 
citations, the Modern Language Association academic reports and business correspondence such as letters 
and memos. An introduction to computer systems and the Internet, with current hardware & software 
technology products, rounds out this essential business course. 
 

Speech and Visual Communication HSBU4410 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 Pathway: Communication Technology, Media and the Arts 

Effective communication is vital for success in today’s economic and career marketplace as well as for all 
aspects of everyday life. Students will apply reading, writing, listening, speaking and problem solving to real 
world situations in an active multimedia environment. Through individual and group work, students will 
review and evaluate video and literature based communication studies; develop concepts and strategies; and 
deliver written, oral, and computer based presentations. Students will be required to engage in challenging 
reading and writing assignments.  
Note: College Career Pathways students will receive English credit and college credit.  *Students not in College Career Pathways may also elect this course. 
Non College Career Pathways students may receive English credit with approval of the English Department Supervisor upon recommendation of their school 
counselor.  AP English waives this requirement. 
 
 
 
 

 

Career Exploration HSBU6490 1 Credit 
Grades 12 
The profound Business and Economic changes currently under way in our global economy are radically 
altering the world of work and greatly increasing the need to incorporate career exploration in the education 
of today's high school students. The Career Exploration is a classroom-based experience with the possible 
added component of a non-paid internship experience that provides individualized career placement for 
seniors. Students may earn 1 full credit when this course is coupled with the Internship component, during 
their senior years. This program provides students with the opportunity to gain valuable, individual insight in 
occupations based around 16-identified career clusters, all while matching their talents, interests, aptitudes 
and skills to real-world opportunities. Students will be exposed to various guest speakers, potential job 
shadows and internship opportunities in order to be better prepared for choices after high school. Students 
are encouraged, but not required to elect the internship component of this course to augment their 
coursework and personal career exploration. 
 

Career Internship: Cooperative  HSBU6491 .5 Credit 
Work Experience 
Grades 12 
The Career Internship/CWE Program is a career-oriented workplace learning experience that provides 
individualized career interest placements for seniors above the age of 16. The Internship Coordinator will 
assist students in finding placement in a related career interest area and in determining whether it will be a 

Please refer to page 13 regarding College Career Pathway registration and fee information. 
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non-paid internship or paid work experience placement. Students can earn up to 1 credit for the Internship/ 
CWE portion of the Career Exploration and Internship Program. 
 

Career Exploration and Internship Program (CEIP) Program Information: 
During the junior year, students must apply and meet the criteria to be accepted into the program for the 
following year. These criteria include excellent attendance, good academic standing, and positive teacher 
evaluations. If they plan to elect the Internship / CWE course as well, their daily schedule must also allow 
time, either through late arrival, early release, or out-of-school hours to complete any job related portion of 
the internship / work experience, and students must provide their own reliable transportation if needed. Each 
week the students meet with their mentors while also working with the program coordinator. They are 
responsible for handing in signed, weekly timesheets and completing journal entries that reflect upon their 
experiences. During the internship the mentor and coordinator will evaluate the student. 
 
 
 
 
 

The West Hartford English curriculum is comprised of full-year freshman and sophomore courses plus a 
variety of full-year and semester electives for juniors and seniors. While courses vary in content, focus, and 
level of difficulty, these skills - literature and language study, writing, and critical thinking - receive careful 
attention in every course. In addition to helping students develop interest and proficiency in these areas, 
English teachers provide students with extended and individual assistance through the teacher-student 
conferences, portfolio work, and state and SAT test preparation. 
 

After completing the required English 9 and English 10 courses, students choose among the elective offerings 
for a program suitable to their interests and needs. To meet district and state requirements, all students must 
earn eight semester English credit (four credits). Three of those credits must be earned in any full-year 
literature-based courses. All English courses have a summer reading requirement. 
* Note: Before enrolling in upper level courses, students must fulfill, in sequence, their English 9 and English 10 requirements. 
 

Transitional English – ESOL HSEN2200 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: ESOL 1, 2 and 3, 4; or equivalent.  
This class is offered to students who have had at least two years of English as a second language. Designed to 
be the transition between ESOL and mainstream English, Transition English focuses on reading, vocabulary, 
language mechanics, writing, and speaking, helping students develop overall language proficiency as well as a 
better understanding of literature. Short pieces of fiction and non-fiction constitute the course readings. 
Limited class size provides ample time for one-on-one instruction, and students are encouraged to move into 
more challenging English offerings, as soon as they are ready, at any point in the year. 
 

English 9 HSEN2400 1 Credit 
English 9 – Honors HSEN2600 1 Credit 
In English 9 students continue to develop as critical readers, writers, speakers and thinkers by exploring 
elements of fiction, non-fiction, and media.   As readers, students investigate texts, considering the 
experiences, perspectives, and arguments of others, in order to refine their own stories of identity.  Students 
examine purpose, audience, mode, voice, and structure as they analyze and critique written expression.  Texts 
may include The Odyssey, Of Mice and Men, To Kill a Mockingbird, and a Shakespearean play.  Students create written 
and media texts for a variety of critical, creative, and explorative purposes.  Students are expected to 
demonstrate increasing command of English language conventions, including grammar and vocabulary.  
Speaking, listening and language enrichment are focal points in the English 9 curriculum.  English 9 if offered 
at the standard and honors level. 
  

ENGLISH 
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English 10 HSEN4400 1 Credit 
English 10 – Honors HSEN4600 1 Credit 
In English 10 students continue to develop reading comprehension, and critical thinking, while writing in 
narrative, explanatory and argumentative modes.  Students are asked to consider themselves individuals 
within larger societies whose own abilities to think critically and impact change are reflected in literature.  In 
addition to various forms of poetry, non-fiction, and short stories, texts may include The Great Gatsby, The 
Crucible, and Macbeth.  Students analyze, critic, and compose writing as a vehicle for identity formation 
challenging norms impacting change, and possibly transforming the world in which we live.  Students are 
expected to demonstrate increasing command of English language conventions, including grammar and 
vocabulary   Speaking, listening and language enrichment are focal points in the English 10 curriculum.  
English 10 if offered at the standard and honors level. 
 

American Studies English HSEN4401 2 Credits with 
Grade 10  History 
American Studies takes an English/History interdisciplinary approach to the study of the American 
experience. It includes the study of the major political, economic, and social developments in American 
history as they are reflected in the literature, art, and music of the time. Critical thinking, literary analysis, 
written and oral expression, grammar and vocabulary are among the skills emphasized. Class lectures and 
discussions are augmented by a variety of activities including field trips, guest speakers, and individual and 
collaborative independent work and presentation. Students receive two credits, one each in English and U.S. 
History. The course is scheduled for two consecutive periods daily. American Studies English is offered at the 
Standard and Honors level. 
 

Pre-AP English 10 HSEN4500 1 Credit 
Grade 10 
Prerequisite: permission of Department Supervisor  
This course is intended for students in grade ten who have demonstrated potential for succeeding in 
Advanced Placement English courses in the upper grades but need to develop skills, motivation and strategies 
to prepare them to do so. This course will utilize the Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions of 
the Standard English Ten curriculum but will emphasize study skills, habits of mind, and awareness of the 
college preparation process as additional goals. Sample readings may include Macbeth, The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn, The Narrative of Frederick Douglas, and Catcher in the Rye. One goal of this course is to increase 
the participation of traditionally underrepresented groups in Advanced Placement courses. This is the first 
course in a two-year sequence meant to prepare students for the challenge of Advanced Placement English in 
their senior year. 
 

Modern World Literature  HSEN6240 2 credits with 
Alternative Search for Knowledge (ASK)  History 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: school counselor recommendation and interview with ASK Coordinator 
ASK (Alternative Search for Knowledge) is a two period interdisciplinary, team-taught English and social 
studies course, which introduces the students to a variety of contemporary American and world issues. In 
English, students will explore literature that reflects varying styles, themes and cultural perspectives and will 
improve their ability to read for meaning, purpose and personal connection through contemporary literature. 
In social studies, students will focus on those issues in American society and the world about which an 
informed citizen should be familiar. Discussion and writing are the primary assessments for both classes, as 
students will write in various modes of expression. English fulfills the department’s literature/writing 
requirement, and social studies fulfill the American Government credit. 
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Pre-AP Modern American Literature HSEN6501 1 Credit 
Grade 11 
Prerequisite: permission of Department Supervisor  
This course is the second year of the two-year sequence to provide extensive preparation for students whose 
goal is to take the Advanced Placement English: Literature and Writing course in their senior year but may 
need some extra study and academic skill focus before doing so. The course will utilize the Enduring 
Understandings and Essential Questions of the Modern American Literature curriculum but will emphasize 
study skills, habits of mind, and awareness of the college preparation process as additional goals. Readings 
may include The Bean Trees, Women of Brewster Place, A Streetcar Named Desire, among others. One goal of this 
course is to increase the participation of traditionally underrepresented groups in Advanced Placement 
courses. 
 

Advanced Placement English:  HSEN6700 1 Credit 
Language & Composition 
Grade 11 
This college-level course is intended for highly motivated, skilled juniors with an interest in becoming more 
proficient writers and critical thinkers. By studying various genres, styles and authors, students develop and 
refine their skills in textual analysis, written and oral composition, and building arguments through research 
and synthesis, all of which are essential for success on the AP Exam and in college writing. Although the 
course is predicated on nonfiction text (essays, speeches, letters, autobiography, criticism), students also 
analyze visual texts and works of fiction.  Additionally, the intense focus on language in this course will 
enhance students’ ability to use grammatical conventions appropriately and with sophistication, as well as to 
develop stylistic maturity in their prose. Participation in the Advanced Placement exam is an expectation of 
this course. 
 
 
 
 
 

British Literature HSEN7400 1 Credit 
Grade 11 
British Literature focuses on a chronological and thematic study of British authors and their cultural 
influences. All literary genres are included: the epic through the Anglo-Saxon epic poem, Beowulf, the verse 
narrative through a study of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, Shakespeare’s plays, the classic novel, the modem 
novel, poetry, short stories, and essays. Development of the English language is also studied from the time of 
Beowulf through the present. Students examine important historical events and the cultural influence of the 
age during which each writer lived. Students are actively involved in all areas of the language arts. The course 
includes expository and creative writing, portfolio development, class lectures and discussion, and a 
demanding reading schedule. 
 

Modern American Literature HSEN7403 1 Credit 
Grade 11 
Modern American Literature focuses primarily on the works of post-World War II American authors. 
Students explore cultural diversity and controversial concerns of modern and contemporary America through 
various novels, dramas, short stories, essays, and poetry. The activities based on these readings are equally 
varied, including literary analysis and research, imitative and creative writing, student presentations and class 
discussions. Major course readings may include The Bean Trees, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, The Women of 
Brewster Place, A Streetcar Named Desire, and a number of short stories and poems. 
 

World Literature HSEN7405 1 Credit 
Grade 11 
The purpose of World Literature is to acquaint students with important literary figures and works from 
around the world.  Students will have the opportunity to study literature as an art form that reflects human 
experience, emotion, need, and identity at both universal and cultural levels.  Students will read and respond 
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to a variety of works from the ancient, developing, and modern world as they work to broaden their own 
perspectives, awareness, and tolerances.  Through this exploration students will develop an appreciation of 
major world authors and their works as well as a heightened awareness of different cultures. 
 

Issue-Centered English HSEN7200 1 Credit 
Grade 12 
Designed for students interested in extending their basic language skills, this course focuses on contemporary 
themes and issues: identity, gender, race, economics, education, and entertainment. Students can expect to 
read various fiction and non-fiction (e.g., novels, short stories, magazines, newspapers), prepare and present 
reports, write in various modes (e.g., summary and research, news and review writing, personal essay, and 
creative writing). 
 

Writing HSEN7201 1 Credit 
Grade 12 
This writing composition course follows a collaborative workshop model, helping students develop their 
writing skills and increase their knowledge of writing conventions.  Students explore fundamental aims of 
writing, deepening their understanding of purpose and audience in their own writing.  Sample assignments 
include a descriptive essay, a personal narrative, an informative profile, a problem-solution research paper, an 
informal argument, an editorial, and/or an ironic argument.  Each quarter/semester, students are expected to 
reflect on their growth as a writer (via portfolio) as well as complete independent reading assignments. 
 

Women’s Literature HSEN7406 1 Credit 
Grade 12 
This course focuses on the contribution of women authors from diverse eras and cultures.  Students will read 
non-fiction, poetry, prose, drama and novels from the different phases of Women’s Literature:  the 
FEMININE (1840-1880), the FEMINIST (1880-1920) and the FEMALE (1920-present).  Students will use 
literature from each time period to deconstruct preexisting ideas about gender in society and families, through 
identifying the stereotypes and controversial ideas of feminism throughout history.  This course takes a 
thematic approach with unit topics such as “Silence vs. Voice,” “Resistance vs. Transformation,” “Radical 
Rebellions,” and “No Identity Left Behind.”  This course allows students to reinforce or challenge their 
current assumptions about what it means to be a “woman” or “man.”  Major course readings include The 
Color Purple, The Bell Jar, Their Eyes Were Watching God, The Handmaid’s Tale, and The Secret Life of Bees. 
 

Advanced Literature:  21st Century Studies HSEN7408 1 Credit 
Media and the Critical Eye 
Grade 12 
Everywhere students look today, they are bombarded by visual images that inform, entertain, and exploit. 21st 
Century Literature is concerned with helping students develop an informed and critical understanding of the 
nature of visual imagery, the techniques used to create these images, and the impact of these techniques. 
More specifically, the aim of this course is to increase students’ understanding of the power of visual images 
in our everyday life. In this course, the students will demonstrate the ability to deconstruct visual images and 
will apply literacy and critical thinking skills to a variety of visual messages. Students will study both print and 
non-print images such as radio, magazines, film, television, video games, computers, the performing arts, and 
virtual reality. Course activities will include presentations, critical analysis and interpretation, small and large 
group discussions, research projects, and a summative presentation.  Students may receive ECE UCONN 
credits for this course – please see instructor for details. 
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Advanced Placement English:  HSEN8700 1 Credit 
Literature and Composition  
Grade 12 
This college-level course is intended for highly motivated, highly skilled students who have a strong interest in 
literature and writing. Course readings include a variety of challenging classic and contemporary works of 
prose, drama, non-fiction and poetry from American and world literature. Course activities include 
presentation, research writing,  literary analysis and discussion, and individual and group work - all focused on 
extending students’ literary breadth and understanding of genre. Participation in the Advanced Placement 
exam is an expectation of this course.  
 
 
 
 
 

Creative Writing HSEN7450 ½ Credit 
Grade 12 
Creative Writing is a one-semester elective, offered to students who wish to enrich and extend their writing. 
Beyond its journalistic focus on investigative reporting and editorial responsibility, Creative Writing takes an 
ambitious and broad view of writing. Students are encouraged to try their hands at poetry, personal essay, 
review, feature, and short story.  
 

Journalism HSEN7452 ½ Credit 
Grade 12 
Journalism is an elective designed for juniors, and seniors with strong writing skills and an interest in working 
on the school newspaper. In this course, students learn various newsgathering techniques; write types of 
copy, study local, state, and national papers. Students are expected to submit articles for publication. 
 
 
 
 
 

The English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) course of study is designed for students whose first 
language is other than English. ESOL students new to the high school or students who are identified by the 
ESOL Department as needing support in English language skills are encouraged to follow this course of 
study. 
 

ESOL 1, 2 HSEL22001 1 English Credit 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation 
This course is designed for students with very limited proficiency in English. Using a variety of materials, 
students will practice listening, speaking, reading and writing. They will be aided in understanding American 
culture and in particular in understanding and coping with their “new life” at the high school. 
 

ESOL 3, 4 HSEL2201  1 English Credit 
Prerequisite: ESOL 1, 2 or reacher recommendation 
Grades 9-12 
This course is designed for students with basic proficiency in English. They will continue to practice skills in 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. Vocabulary development and strategies for understanding material 
from other academic classes will be included. 
 

ESOL 5, 6 HSEL2202 1 English Credit 
Prerequisite: ESOL 3, 4 or teacher recommendation  
Grades 9-12 
This course is designed for students with intermediate proficiency in English. They will continue to practice 
skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing and develop strategies for understanding content material. A 
thorough review of grammar and a presentation of advanced grammatical concepts also will be included. 

ESOL 
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ESOL 7, 8 HSEL2203 1 English Credit 
Prerequisite: ESOL 5, 6 or teacher recommendation 
Grades 9-12 
This course is designed for students with advanced proficiency in English to give them the opportunity to 
concentrate on improving language arts skills. Emphasis will be on reading and writing development 
including spelling, grammar, punctuation and vocabulary.  
 

ESOL Reading HSEL2204 1 English Credit 
Prerequisite:  teacher recommendation 
Grades 9-12 
This course is designed to assist ESOL students to transfer reading skills in their first language to English. It 
is also designed to provide instruction and guided practice in those areas that are unique to reading English, 
particularly vocabulary, idiomatic expressions and sentence structure. This course is part of a planned 
program for students in ESOL 3, 4. Students may also be enrolled upon recommendation of the ESOL 
teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 

Family & Consumer Sciences courses focus on skills needed to successfully manage resources, not only as 
individuals, but as group members in the family, workplace, and community.  The variety of courses offered help 
students develop skills in the areas of self-confidence, setting goals, developing values and making educated 
decisions.  Living independently is going to be a reality for students at some point in the near future.  Family & 
Consumer Sciences courses will prepare students for daily life challenges as well as give them the opportunity to 
express their creativity. 
Family & Consumer Sciences offers college credit for select courses as noted through the College Career Pathways 
program partnership with the community colleges. In addition, Introduction to Individual & Family Development 
offers college credit through the UCONN Early College Experience program. 
 

Interior Design HSFC4451 .5 Credit 
Grades 10-12 Pathway:  Health & Human Services 

Housing and Interior Design addresses the selection and planning of living environments to meet the needs 
and wants of individuals throughout the family life cycle.  A broad range of economic, social, cultural, 
technological, environmental and maintenance factors are considered.  Topics include evaluation of housing 
styles, locations, restrictions and ownership options.  Housing to meet special needs and the impacts of 
technology on housing are also explored.  The elements and principles of design related to interiors, housing 
and architecture are investigated.  Students will develop skills in floor planning; creating functional, safe and 
aesthetic spaces; and using the color wheel and color harmonies to create pleasing interior environments.  
Historical aspects and contemporary trends in housing, interiors and furniture are evaluated.  This course 
includes the exploration of housing related careers and aspects of the interior design industry.  Analysis, 
evaluation and application of the above topics are required through a series of projects related to interior 
design. 
 

Introductory Foods HSFC2470  .5 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  Business and Financial Literacy 

This course will provide instruction in the area of nutrition, food preparation and meal planning. Laboratory 
work will provide the opportunity for students to become familiar with kitchen tools, equipment, 
terminology, recipes and safety and sanitation procedures. Each student will work cooperatively in organized 
laboratory activities. Time management skills will be emphasized. Throughout this course, information will be 
presented to help students make wise consumer choices 
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Regional and International Cuisines HSFC4472 .5 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  Business and Financial Literacy 

Prerequisite: Introductory Foods  
This course allows more time for individual work by students in the development and preparation of regional 
and foreign recipes. Through the medium of food preparation students will develop an understanding of 
relationships between people of various regions of the world. Students will study the interaction that culture, 
climate and geography have on food choices of various countries of the world and regions of the United 
States. Current and future issues regarding global nutrition and health will be examined. Complex food 
preparation and other laboratory experiences are an integral part of the course. 
 

Culinary Arts HSFC4470 .5 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  Business and Financial Literacy 

Prerequisite: Introductory Foods  
This course is designed to build upon knowledge gained in Introductory Foods. The focus, however, will be 
shifted from preparation of individual items to the planning and preparation of complete meals that require 
advanced preparation techniques. Weekly, students will prepare meals that fall within dietary restriction and 
budgetary factors of the class. Through self-evaluation and research they will cite scientific reasons for 
successes or failures of the recipes. Career skills such as cake decorating and garnishing techniques are taught 
at this level. Students will be able to demonstrate their acquired knowledge through such projects as creating a 
personal cookbook, researching family dietary concerns and exploring personal nutritional habits. 
 

Careers in Foods HSFC6420 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 Pathway:  Business and Financial Literacy 

Prerequisite: Introductory Foods, Culinary Arts or Regional and International Cuisines 
This course is designed to offer the student opportunities to develop food service and restaurant management 
skills, as well as self- confidence and leadership skills. Quantity food production methods and quality control 
measures are an essential part of this course and are practiced weekly in laboratory classes. Students make the 
major decisions on all aspects of planning activities such as a lunch restaurant operation and take-out catering 
business. In addition there are many required opportunities to participate in catering and serving for school 
and community events such as dances, awards ceremonies and senior citizen functions which often take place 
after regular school hours. 
 

Introduction to Early Childhood  HSFC2491 .5 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  Health & Human Services 

Through this course, students will learn the basic principles and sequences of human development from the 
time of conception until the time of elementary school. Topics such as conception, pregnancy, patterns of 
child development, and influences of environment, the exceptional child, pre-school education and parenting 
skills will be explored. It is hoped that this course will develop greater self-understandings as well as provide 
insight into children’s’ behavior. This course is appropriate for all students; especially for those who have an 
interest in the following careers: medicine, nursing, law, social services, childcare and education. Students will 
operate a student planned and directed laboratory nursery school, which will provide opportunities to interact 
with children, as well as teach groups of children between the ages of two and a half and five years. 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Childhood Careers and Education HSFC4491 .5 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  Health & Human Services 

Prerequisite: Introduction to Early Childhood  
Students in this course will build upon the concepts of Introduction to Early Childhood. This semester allows 
students to follow the development of the child through the older preschool years, observing conceptual 
learning as well as foundations of social interaction. Students will be exposed to a variety of teaching 
approaches used to stimulate the young child. The second component of the course will be the student 
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organized and operated nursery school. Students will focus on parent communication, the entrepreneurship 
aspects of nursery school, early childhood education and community involvement. 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to Allied Health Careers HSFC6430 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 Pathway:  Health & Human Services 

Co-Requisite HSFC6480  
This course will give students knowledge and skills needed for careers in the rapidly growing Allied Health 
field. This program will benefit students interested in such careers as: Nursing; Medical Assisting; Dietetics; 
Physical, Radiation, Respiratory, Speech or Occupational Therapy; Physician; and other related medical 
technology fields. The class is taught during the school day and students will benefit from the combination of 
in-class instruction by a teacher and a consulting nurse/health professional. Students will have the 
opportunity to become certified in American Red Cross First Aid and CPR. Students taking Introduction to 
Allied Health Careers are required to be enrolled in Allied Health Careers Field Experience during the same 
academic calendar year. 
 
 
 
 
 

Allied Health Careers Field Experience HSFC6480 .5 Credit 
Grades 11-12 Pathway:  Health & Human Services 

Co-Requisite HSFC6430 
This is the required semester-long field experience portion of the Introduction to Allied Health Careers class. 
Students will participate in experiences at local healthcare facilities. Guest speakers from various healthcare 
professions will help to broaden student’s career awareness. Research into a health career of the student’s 
choice will be required.  
Note: Students should be aware that field experience participation is off site and extends beyond the end of the school day. 
 

Human Relations HSFC2460 .5 Credit 
Grades 10-12 Pathway:  Health & Human Services 

Human Relations is a course that will help students develop skills that will guide them to make informed 
choices in the areas of relationships and human sexuality. Role playing and discussion will allow students to 
become comfortable when communicating with others, making decisions, resisting pressure and taking risks. 
Relationships with members of the opposite sex, parents, siblings, extended family members, employers and 
coworkers are explored and discussed. Male/female issues such as sexual harassment, rape, abusive 
relationships, premarital sexual activity and contraception are covered. An in-depth study of human 
reproductive anatomy, physiology and health concerns is undertaken and related to their impact on personal 
relationships throughout the life cycle. Parenting skills are reinforced when students take “Baby Think It 
Over” home for a night. 
 

Introduction to Individual  HSFC6610  1 Credit 
and Family Development Honors Level University of CT 

Grades 11-12 Early College Experience Credit HDFS1070 
 Pathway:  Health & Human Services 

The course is an introduction to the field of Human Development and Family Relations and is part of the 
Early College Experience program at the University of Connecticut. The course will provide students with an 
understanding of individual and family development within the context of the family system and the changes 
that occur in family systems over time. The course will also include an internship component. Students will 
have the opportunity to apply for college credit. This course (HDFS1070) is required for students majoring in 
Human Development and Family Studies, Health Sciences, and Education at UCONN, and it satisfies a 
general education requirement in social sciences for all UCONN students.  
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The physical education program is based on helping students develop healthy, active lifestyles by experiencing 
a balance of activities in a positive, responsible, and cooperative environment. These activities include the 
movement areas of dance, fitness, adventure/cooperative education, and sports/games. It is through these 
experiences that we address the diverse needs of our students in the physical, social, emotional, and cognitive 
domains. The health education program offers a foundation of functional health information and skills so 
that students become health literate. Content areas are multidimensional, encompassing the areas of 
emotional wellness, intellectual wellness, spiritual wellness, social wellness, physical wellness, and occupational 
wellness. The dynamic nature of wellness requires that our curriculum focus on critical health skills, such as 
communication, decision-making, goal-setting, advocacy, self-management, analyzing influences, and 
accessing information. 
 

Freshman physical education classes meet three times a week during the school year. A wide range of 
physical activities is present with a focus on health and physical wellness. Students will participate in dance 
activities, lifetime sports, adventure/outdoor education, and fitness related activities. Students will develop 
physical skills, learn how to assess and improve their present level of fitness, and gain an appreciation for a 
physically active lifestyle. 
 

Sophomore physical education classes meet three times a week for one semester and build upon the 
activities presented in the freshman year. Tenth grade students participate in the CT Physical Fitness 
Assessment and this instruction will guide the students in their goal setting for an improved personal level of 
physical fitness. Sophomores enroll in health for the other semester.  
 

Junior and senior physical education classes allow students to apply the information and skills from their 
physical education experience and design and implement their own fitness program. Instruction is geared 
towards helping students meet their individual needs. Students can elect to participate in a variety of activities 
to meet their needs and challenge themselves. Activities may be from the following areas: personal fitness 
design, adventure based activity, tennis, golf, archery, fencing, badminton, dancing, and a variety of team 
sports. Junior physical education classes meet twice a week for the entire school year. Senior physical 
education classes meet twice a week for one semester. 
 

Substance Abuse Prevention  
A component of physical education classes in grades 9, 11, and 12 will focus on substance abuse prevention. 
These classes will include basic information about chemicals and their effects on the human body and society. 
Students will examine their own attitudes as they practice communication skills, decision-making skills, and 
refusal skills. 
 

Medical Excuses  
All students are expected to attend and participate in physical education class. We recognize that during the 
course of the year, a student may become sick or injured. A student with an acute illness or injury (upper 
respiratory infection, sprained ankle, etc.) should present a note from his/her physician to the nurse. Excuses 
from physical education class are valid from the time the doctor’s note is received by the school nurse and 
only for the time period stipulated by the doctor. Retroactive excuses are not acceptable unless immediately 
following a school absence covered by the doctor’s note. 
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Medical Exemptions 
There may be a time in a student’s career when, because of chronic illness or injury, a medical exemption 
from physical education class is requested. The parent/guardian should follow the process outlined below to 
request an exemption. 
1. The student will contact the school nurse, inform her of the need for exemption, and obtain the 

required medical form. 
2.  The parent/guardian will mail the medical form to the student’s physician. The doctor must clearly 

indicate on the form the types of physical activities in which the child can participate (mild, moderate, 
vigorous, or full exemption). 

3.  The physician will specify the length of the exemption or modification in the student’s physical 
education program. 

4.  The school nurse will inform the physical education teacher and the school counselor of record of the 
desired exemption.  

5.  In the event that adjustments must be made in a student’s schedule and program, the adjustments will 
be made through the school counselor who will notify the physical education teacher. 

 

Health Education HSPE4451 .25 Credit 
A one-semester course in Health Education is required for graduation. Students are scheduled for Health 
Education during their sophomore year. The course will place emphasis on how to stay well and will focus on 
developing a positive approach to living through skills. Skills will include accessing valid information, 
products and services, goal setting, decision making, using effective interpersonal communication skills; 
analyzing internal and external influences and advocating a healthy position. Topics will include human 
sexuality, sexually transmitted diseases, substance use/misuse/abuse, sexual harassment, stress, and suicide 
prevention and nutrition. 
 

Physical Education Strategies HSPE7451 .25 Credit 
Grades 11-12  
This course is open to upper-class students who would like to take their physical education knowledge and 
skills to a new level by working to help other students develop their recreational, social, and physical 
education skills. Class participation involves working one-on-one or in small groups with fellow students. Skill 
practice will include tracking objects, catching, and throwing. Games, sports, and cooperative activities will be 
used to help students develop relationships and an appreciation for student differences. Students must be 
recommended by a physical education teacher. Students must have successfully completed previous physical 
education and health requirements. Class is limited to 10 students. Physical Education Strategies is a half year 
course. 
 

Fitness and Nutrition HSPE8450 .25 Credit 
Grade 12  
This course is open to seniors, who have successfully completed their freshman, sophomore, and junior 
physical education/health requirements and who have been recommended by their physical education 
teachers.  
This activity-based course will give students the opportunity to continue to develop their own health and 
fitness levels through a personalized plan tapping into community and technology resources.  Course 
experiences include 

⋅ Designing and implementing a personal fitness and nutrition plan 

⋅ Exploring local community fitness and activity based facilities and services 

⋅ Using technology to improve fitness and nutrition (Apps, Internet, heart rate monitors) 

⋅ Researching how to select and purchase products and services. 
Fitness and Nutrition is a half year course. 
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The West Hartford Public High Schools’ Mathematics Program embraces a standards based approach that 
reflects a balance between the development of conceptual understandings and procedural skills. Our program 
is grounded within four key areas: high expectations for all learners, promotion of inquiry and conjecture, 
reasoning and sense making, and habits of mind.  The program facilitates inquiry and exploration of real 
world phenomenon utilizing technology. Instruction for all students includes a common core of topics 
aligned with the Connecticut’s Standards for Mathematics. The courses focus on exploring mathematical 
content through multiple representations including algebraic, numerical, graphical, and tabular. 
 

A Level 3 (L3) sequence of Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II will result in college and career readiness. 
Additional courses are recommended for students considering college majors in mathematics, engineering, 
other science related fields or business. Level I (L1) and Level II (L2) and honors courses provide students 
with content and/or rigor beyond what is expected in a college preparatory course which may benefit 
students who demonstrate exceptional mathematical ability.  
 

Experience has shown that a final mark of C or above is needed to assure success in the subsequent 
mathematics course. You should plan to repeat the course if you earned a D, preferably in summer school. If 
you do not have a full credit in a prerequisite you may not enroll in the next course. Department permission 
is required to change courses during the school year.  Graphing calculators are used extensively in most 
courses and are required for Advanced Placement exams. 
 

The table shows some typical pathways.  There are others which can be followed.  Please consult with your 
school counselor and mathematics teacher. 
 

College Preparatory Competitive College Preparatory Accelerated/Advanced 
(Honors and AP) 

Algebra I (L3) Algebra I (L2) Honors Geometry (L1) 
Geometry (L3) Geometry (L2) Honors Algebra II (L1) 
Algebra II (L3) Algebra II (L2) Honors Precalculus (L1) 
Options include: 
AP Computer Science, 
Discrete Mathematics 
(UCONN ECE), Probability 
& Statistics, Trigonometry 
Precalculus 

Options include: 
Precalculus, AP Computer Science, 
Discrete Mathematics (UCONN 
ECE), AP Statistics, Probability & 
Statistics, Trigonometry AP 
Calculus AB,  (prerequisite – 
Precalculus) 

Options include:  
AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, 
Computer Science,  
AP Statistics 

 

Pre-Algebra HSMA1100 1 Credit 
Grade 9 
Prerequisite: permission of department supervisor 
Success in algebra requires certain prerequisite skills and understandings. Pre-Algebra is designed to prepare 
students for a successful study of algebra. Students will learn to operate with integers, solve simple equations 
and graph in a rectangular coordinate system. They will learn to apply problem solving strategies to real life 
problems.  
 

Algebra I (L3) HSMA2202 1 Credit 
Algebra I (L2) HSMA2402 1 Credit 
Grade 9 
Prerequisite: permission of department supervisor 
First year algebra courses are designed to prepare students to generalize and extend the Laws of Arithmetic. 
Students will acquire facility in applying algebraic concepts and skills to real world problems utilizing graphing 
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technology. The principle topics included are: simplifying expressions, writing and solving linear equations 
and inequalities (including systems), operating on polynomials, interpreting slope as a rate of change, graphing 
in and translating from coordinate system, working with elementary probability theory, and understanding 
functional representation. 
 

Geometry (L3) HSMA4202 1 Credit 
Geometry (L2) HSMA4402 1 Credit 
Geometry –Honors (L1) HSMA4601 1 Credit 
Grades 9-10  
Prerequisite: Algebra I and permission of department supervisor 
These courses are designed to integrate previously encountered mathematics with the study of geometric 
relationships, transformations and proof. The principle topics included are: working with segments, lines, 
angles, polygons and circles, finding lateral/surface areas and volume, and constructing proofs. 
 

Algebra II (L3)  HSMA6202 1 Credit 
Algebra II (L2) HSMA6402 1 Credit 
Algebra II-Honors (L1) HSMA6601 1 Credit 
Grades 10-11 
Prerequisite: Algebra I & Geometry (or equivalent) and permission of department supervisor 
Second year algebra significantly extends the conceptual and procedural understandings of first year algebra. 
The principle topics included are: distinguishing functions from relations, identifying, writing and graphing 
functions and relations, writing and using direct and inverse variation equations, solving absolute value, 
quadratic and radical equations, graphing polynomial functions, simplifying and operating on rational 
expressions 
 

Advanced Placement: Computer Science A HSMA7700  1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II 
(Students with advanced computer experience may be granted permission to enroll concurrently 
with Algebra II with department supervisor and instructor permission) 
This introductory course in computer science is based on requirements that are comparable to an 
introductory course for computer science majors at a university or college.  It is also recommended for 
students who plan to major in other areas that require significant technology expertise. A large part of the 
course is built around the writing, running, and debugging of computer programs in Java to correctly design 
and implement solutions to problems. The design and implementation of computer programs is used as a 
context for introducing other important aspects of computer science such as the development and analysis 
of algorithms and the development and use of fundamental data structures.  Object-oriented design and the 
ethical and social implications of computer use are recurring themes.  Participation in the Advanced 
Placement exam is an expectation of this course. 
(Students with limited computer experience may consider taking Introduction to Computer Programming, a 
one semester course using Introduction to Computer Science through the Business Department, as a 
preceding course to establish a strong sequence of computer programming experience) 
 

Precalculus HSMA8400 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra II and Geometry (or equivalent) & permission of department supervisor 
This course is designed for students planning to continue their study of mathematics or science. Course 
work includes advanced algebra, analytic geometry, the transcendentals (trigonometric, circular, logarithmic 
and exponential functions), polar coordinates, sequences, series and limits. Other topics include theory of 
equations, theory of limits and an introduction to the calculus. Although Precalculus is not always required 
for college entrance, it is recommended for those students who intend to study in the area of mathematics, 
engineering, or other science related fields. Students who have previously completed the one semester 
Trigonometry will not earn credit for Precalculus I. Experience has shown that students who have earned 



39 

grades of “B” or better in Algebra II and Geometry are most likely to be successful. A graphing calculator is 
required. 
 

Honors Precalculus HSMA8600 1 Credit 
Grade 11 
Prerequisite: Algebra II Honors (or equivalent) and permission of department supervisor 
This course is a more rigorous approach to elementary mathematical analysis than Precalculus I. Coursework 
includes transcendental functions, number systems, analytic geometry (including parametric and vector 
representation), sequences, series, limits, permutations, combinations and probability. This course provides 
an excellent foundation for work in calculus. A graphing calculator is necessary. 
 

Discrete Mathematics HSMA8450 .5 Credit 
Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Algebra II (any level) and permission of department supervisor 
Discrete Math is a course designed for students whose career interests lie in fields not dependent on 
calculus. Students will develop their abilities to model realistic problems and to use technology. Discrete 
mathematical tools such as matrices, graph theory or linear programming are used to investigate topics such 
as logic, combinatorics, iteration, game theory and financial literacy.  A graphing calculator is required. 
 
 
 
 
 

Probability and Statistics HSMA8451 .5 Credit 
Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Algebra II (or equivalent) and permission of department supervisor 
This course is designed to foster an appreciation for the role of statistics in society and an understanding of 
statistical procedures. It explores the role of probability in making statistical inferences and provides 
experiences with problems from a variety of fields including business, government, medicine, science, 
engineering and law. A graphing calculator is required. 
 

Trigonometry HSMA8452 .5 Credit 
Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Geometry & of Algebra II (or equivalent) and permission of department supervisor 
This one semester course provides students with a complete study of Trigonometry and is designed for 
students considering technical careers. The trigonometric topics from Precalculus will be covered but in a 
more concrete and intuitive fashion with a greater emphasis on their application. A graphing calculator is 
required. 
Note: A student who has credit in Precalculus Honors or Precalculus cannot earn credit with Trigonometry. This course may not be used as a prerequisite 
for Precalculus.  
 

Advanced Placement Statistics HSMA8700 1 Credit 
Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Precalculus and permission of department supervisor 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, 
and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes: exploring data, 
planning a study, anticipating patterns in advance, and statistical inference. Students with credit in 
Probability and Statistics must complete the full year of AP Statistics in order to receive .5 credits. 
Participation in the Advanced Placement exam is an expectation of this course.  A graphing calculator is 
required. 
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Advanced Placement: Calculus AB HSMA8701 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Precalculus Honors (or equivalent) and permission of department supervisor 
Calculus AB introduces students to the theories of differential and integral calculus and provides a thorough 
review of elementary functions. For course description see booklet in Guidance Office, Advanced 
Placement Program: Course Descriptions. A graphing calculator is required. Participation in the Advanced 
Placement exam is an expectation of this course. 
 
 
 
 
 

Advanced Placement: Calculus BC  HSMA8702 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Precalculus Honors (or equivalent) and permission of department supervisor 
Calculus BC is intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of analytic geometry and elementary 
functions in addition to college preparatory algebra, geometry and trigonometry. It is an intensive full year 
course in calculus. Additional topics include infinite series, elementary differential equations, and calculus of 
polar and parametric equations. The content of Calculus BC is designed to qualify a student for placement 
one semester beyond that granted for Calculus AB. Participation in the Advanced Placement exam is an 
expectation of this course.  A graphing calculator is required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The West Hartford Public Schools’ Music Department will provide all students with a comprehensive, 
standards-based music education. The study of music fosters artistic development, critical thinking, 
intellectual curiosity, and the pursuit of life-long learning. Through performing and responding to music, all 
students develop individual skills, realize a sense of belonging, and establish connections to the community. 
 

The Music department offers courses that provide a variety of experiences for students of all abilities and 
musical backgrounds. These courses are designed for students who wish to pursue music as an avocation as 
well as those planning a career in music. Some of the courses listed below are open to all students; others 
require a special audition for membership. Most music classes meet daily. 
 

Students enrolling in performance groups accept the obligation to participate in all scheduled concerts and 
rehearsals. Students may only be excused with the instructor’s approval. 
 

In addition to the courses listed below as Honors Level, Contract Credit is available for a limited number of 
juniors and seniors in conjunction with one music class.  Acceptance to this Contract Honors Program is 
based on a student audition and portfolio, both of which will be reviewed by the music faculty. 

 

CHORAL MUSIC 
 

Treble Choir HSMU2400 1 Credit  
Grade 9 
The treble choir is open to 9th grade girls. The focus of the ensemble is to develop proper vocal production, 
basic musicianship and music reading skills. This choir performs a wide variety of musical styles. 
Performances are scheduled throughout the year. The Treble Choir will combine with other ensembles for 
certain performances. 
  

MUSIC 
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Freshman Men’s Choir HSMU2404 1 Credit 
Grade 9 
The Freshman Men’s Choir is open to 9th graders. The focus of the ensemble is to develop proper vocal 
production to help facilitate the changing voice, basic musicianship and music reading skills. This choir 
performs a wide variety of musical styles. Performances are scheduled throughout the year. The Freshman 
Men’s Choir will combine with other ensembles for certain performances. 
 

Concert Choir HSMU4400 1 Credit 
Grade 10 
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation 
The Concert Choir is a mixed ensemble open to 10th graders. The focus of the ensemble is placed on the 
continual development of individual and ensemble skills presented in the freshman year.  This choir performs 
a wide variety of musical styles. Performances are scheduled throughout the year. The Concert Choir will 
combine with other ensembles for certain performances. 
 

Chorale Cantare HSMU7400 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation 
Chorale Cantare is an intermediate mixed ensemble open to 11th and 12th graders. The focus of the choir is 
the continual development of individual and ensemble skills presented in the sophomore year.  This choir 
performs a variety of musical styles.  Performances include the annual Madrigal Dinners, local settings and 
other opportunities.  Chorale Cantare represents a singer’s culmination in the choral program which 
promotes a high level of musicianship through performance.  Concerts are scheduled throughout the year. 
Chorale Cantare will combine with other ensembles for certain performances. 
 

Choraliers (Honors) HSMU7602 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Audition 
Choraliers is an advanced vocal ensemble selected from members of the Chorale Cantare.  The students 
develop both advanced individual skills including music reading and tone production and ensemble skills 
including blending, balance and intonation. This choir performs a variety of musical styles with an emphasis 
on Renaissance and vocal jazz.  Performances include the annual Madrigal Dinners, extensive local concerts 
and participation in the semi-annual European tour and the annual “Pops ‘n Jazz” Show.  Choraliers 
represents a singer’s culmination in the choral program which promotes a high level of musicianship through 
performance.  Concerts are scheduled throughout the year. Choraliers will combine with other ensembles for 
certain performances.  To be eligible for this group it is recommended that Choralier members participate in 
Chorale Cantare. 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
 

Freshman Band HSMU2420 1 Credit 
Grade 9 
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation 
The Freshman Band is a performance ensemble consisting of woodwinds, brass and percussion 
instrumentalists who have reached the intermediate level in technique and musicianship. Students develop 
knowledge and skill in ensemble balance, tone production, sight reading, musical terms and historical 
information as they pertain to the music that is prepared and performed.  Repertoire includes major works for 
band that serve to prepare the student for admission to the advanced level band.  This group rehearses five 
times per week and performs regularly throughout the school year at concerts, school and community events, 
and home football games and in the Memorial Day Parade.  
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Guitar I HSMU2445 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
Guitar instruction is offered for beginners and students with prior experience on the instrument. The class is 
taught in a lab setting with instruction tailored to the specific needs of each student and an emphasis on the 
practical knowledge needed to become competent guitarists. Students are introduced to many styles of guitar 
playing including folk, classical, rhythm and blues, rock, lead, finger picking, and jazz guitar in both tablature 
and standard notation.  
 

Jazz Ensemble HSMU3420 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Audition 
The Jazz Ensemble is an intermediate level performance ensemble consisting of flute, saxophone, trumpet, 
trombone, piano, guitar, string bass, drum set and auxiliary percussion. This group rehearses daily, with some 
additional evening rehearsals. Students develop knowledge and skill in ensemble balance, tone production, 
improvisation, sight-reading, jazz theory and jazz history as it pertains to the music being prepared and 
performed. A wide variety of styles are studied and emphasis is placed on improvisation and a repertoire that 
serves to prepare the student for admission to the Concert Jazz Ensemble.  This group performs regularly 
throughout the school year in school and community events and in jazz festivals.  
 

Concert Orchestra HSMU3440 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation 
Concert Orchestra is an ensemble for all students who play violin, viola, cello or bass. Concert Orchestra is 
open to all string players who have developed proficiency on their instrument that enables them to play the 
repertoire of the ensemble. Students develop knowledge and skill in ensemble balance, tone production, sight 
reading, instrumental technique, and historical information in relation to the music they perform. Repertoire 
is drawn from the Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Contemporary eras and occasionally Wind players are 
selected from band to form a full orchestra on occasion.  Concert Orchestra rehearses daily, and performs 
regularly throughout the year. Small group instruction and chamber ensembles are offered as adjunct 
activities. All freshmen continuing their study of string instrument should register for Concert Orchestra. 
 

Guitar II HSMU4445 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation 
Guitar instruction is offered for intermediate students with prior experience on the instrument. The class is 
taught in a lab setting with instruction tailored to the specific needs of each student and an emphasis on more 
advanced guitar skill development and improvisation techniques. Through direct instruction and independent 
learning opportunities students will be exposed to many styles, including folk, classical, rhythm and blues, 
rock, lead, finger picking, and jazz guitar in both tablature and standard notation.  
 

Concert Band HSMU7420 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation 
The Concert Band is an advanced performance ensemble consisting of woodwind, brass, and percussion 
instrumentalists that rehearse daily. Students develop knowledge and skill in ensemble balance, tone 
production, sight-reading, musical terms, and historical information to promote a high level of musical artistry 
through performance. The Concert Band performs advanced band and wind ensemble literature throughout 
the school year at concerts, school and community events, and home football games and in the Memorial Day 
Parade. Small ensembles are offered occasionally as an adjunct to the Concert Band.  
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Concert Jazz Ensemble (Honors) HSMU7622 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Audition 
The Concert Jazz Band is an advanced level performance ensemble consisting of flute, saxophone, trumpet, 
trombone, piano, guitar, string bass, drum set, and auxiliary percussion. This group rehearses daily, with some 
additional evening rehearsals, and a weekly sectional rehearsal. Students develop knowledge and skill in 
ensemble balance, tone production, improvisation, sight-reading, jazz theory, and jazz history to promote a 
high level of musicianship through performance. A wide variety of styles are studied and the group performs 
at the annual jazz shows, school and community events, competitions and a biennial European concert tour.  
 

I Giovani Solisti (Honors) HSMU7641 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Audition 
Solisti is a chamber orchestra for advanced string players from Conard and Hall High Schools.  This 
performance group meets at each high school independently during the school day, and once per week in the 
evening with students from both schools by arrangement with the instructor.  The group performs some of 
the hallmarks of the string orchestra repertoire, along with contemporary and rarely heard works.  Typically, 
much of the repertoire is NYSSMA level 5, 6, or collegiate level.  I GIOVANI SOLISTI (The Young 
Soloists) often performs locally and at regional festivals, and periodically travels abroad. 
 

 

 

 

 

The mission of the secondary science program is to educate all students to be scientifically literate and 
responsible citizens. 
 

The goal of science education is to develop scientifically literate citizens who understand and apply the 
knowledge and processes of science. It encourages a positive attitude toward solving problems and a curiosity 
to understand and appreciate the impact of science and technology on the natural world and on society. 
 

Science is more than a body of facts, a set of principles, or a collection of sophisticated tools. It is a 
structured, creative, and active method of asking and answering questions. An effective framework for 
teaching science must be based on knowledge of scientific principles and on an understanding of logical 
thought processes. Effective science education requires a developmentally appropriate and sequential 
program that stresses problem solving and inquiry through laboratory experiences and a variety of learning 
activities. Effective science education will help students become informed adults capable of responsible 
decisions, independent action and teamwork. It will enable all students to develop an understanding of the 
interconnections between science and technology and the shared human responsibility to preserve and 
improve life on Earth. 
  

SCIENCE 
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Course Title Type of Science Open to Grades 
Earth Science – ESOL1 Physical Science 9  10  11  12 
Earth Science1 Physical Science 9  10  11  12 
Earth Science – Honors1 Physical Science 9  10  11  12 
Biology – Applied2  Life Science  10  11  12 
Biology – ESOL2  Life Science 10  11  12 
Biology2 Life Science 10  11  12 
Biology – Honors2 Life Science 10  11  12 
Biology – Advanced Placement2  Life Science 10  11  12 
Science Investigational Skills Elective Science  12 
Marine Science (.5 Credit)  Elective Science 11  12 
Environmental Science (.5 Credit)  Elective Science 11  12 
Environmental Science – Advanced Placement Elective Science 12 
Conceptual Chemistry (.5 Credit) Physical Science  11  12 
Chemistry Physical Science 11  12 
Chemistry – Advanced Placement Physical Science 11  12 
Conceptual Physics (.5 Credit) Physical Science 11  12 
Physics Physical Science 11  12 
Physics – Advanced Placement B Physical Science  11  12 
Science Research Internship Elective Science 12 
1. This course MUST be taken in Grade 9. Science Supervisor approval is required for students to take this course 

in Grades 10, 11, or 12. 
2. This course MUST be taken in Grade 10. Science Supervisor approval is required for students to take this 

course in Grades 9, 11, or 12. 
 

Earth Science – ESOL   HSSC2200  1 Credit; 5 periods per week 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation 
ESOL Earth Science is open only to ESOL students. The course uses an alternative instructional approach to 
teach the same concepts and skills as the other earth science courses. As part of the laboratory program, 
students will complete six state-defined performance tasks that are assessed on the Science CAPT. Requires 
teacher recommendation and/or science supervisor approval. 
For scheduling purposes, the plan is to offer ESOL Earth Science on alternate EVEN starting academic years (e.g., 2012-
2013, 2014-2015, etc.). 
 

Earth Science    HSSC2400  1 Credit; 5 periods per week     
Grades 9-12 
Students enrolled in this course will study the composition and dynamics of the earth and its place in the 
universe. The areas of geology, meteorology and environmental issues will be explored. The environmental 
issues studied include the use of fossil, nuclear and alternative fuels to produce electricity; the impact of 
civilization on climate; the disposal of solid waste; the efforts to reduce resource consumption and improve 
air and water quality; and the impact of housing patterns and transportation options on resource 
consumption and the environment. As part of the laboratory program, students will complete six State 
defined performance tasks that are assessed on the Science CAPT. 
 

Honors Earth Science   HSSC2600  1 Credit; 5 periods per week    
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Math 8 Honors or department recommendation 
Honors earth science is an intensive examination of geology, meteorology and selected environmental issues. 
This course is designed for the academically advanced student and will stress the quantitative analysis of 
collected data and problem solving techniques. The depth and breadth of the material will be greater than in 
the standard course. As part of the laboratory program, students will complete six state-defined performance 
tasks that are assessed on the Science CAPT. 
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Biology – Applied   HSSC4100  1 Credit; 7 periods per week    
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: department recommendation  
Students enrolled in this course will study living things including the human body, other animals, plants and 
microorganisms. These living things will be discussed relative to their interrelationships, their form and their 
function. Emphasis is placed on practical, concrete experiences that develop scientific concepts and skills. As 
part of the laboratory program, students will complete four state-defined performance tasks that are assessed 
on the Science CAPT. Requires teacher recommendation and/or science supervisor approval. 
 

Biology – ESOL  HSSC4200  1 Credit; 7 periods per week 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation 
ESOL Biology is open only to ESOL students. The course uses a variety of instructional approaches to teach 
the same concepts and skills as the other biology courses. As part of the laboratory program, students will 
complete four state-defined performance tasks that are assessed on the Science CAPT. 
For scheduling purposes the plan is to offer ESOL Biology on alternate ODD starting academic years  
(e.g., 2013-2014, 2015-2016, etc.). 
 

Biology    HSSC4400  1 Credit; 7 periods per week    
Grades 10-12 
Students enrolled in this course will study living things including themselves, other animals, plants and 
microorganisms. These living things will be discussed relative to their interrelationships, their form and their 
function. The importance of the cell as the basic unit of all living things will be emphasized. Students will be 
encouraged to use the scientific method in their investigations of living things and will be expected to use 
problem solving techniques. As part of the laboratory program, students will complete four state-defined 
performance tasks that are assessed on the Science CAPT. 
 

Honors Biology   HSSC4600  1 Credit; 7 periods per week    
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation 
It is recommended that students enrolling in Honors Biology have earned an A or B in Honors Earth Science 
or an A in Earth Science. Honors Biology covers the topics and processes of biochemistry, cell biology, 
genetics, ecology, the human body, animals, plants, populations, science investigational skills, etc. with a 
greater depth and breadth than the standard program. Students completing Honors Biology will be prepared 
for the Biology SAT II. As part of the laboratory program, students will complete four state-defined 
performance tasks that are assessed on the Science CAPT. 
 

Advanced Placement: Biology   HSSC4700  1 Credit; 7 periods per week    
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation 
This course is an introductory college biology course that examines, in an accelerated and in-depth manner, 
topics in biochemistry, cellular biology, organismal biology, population biology, evolution, genetics and 
ecology. Advanced Placement Biology will prepare students for the SAT II, E/M Biology Exam and annual 
Advanced Placement Examination. This national College Board program enables superior students to 
complete college level studies in high school. Participating colleges grant credit or advanced placement to 
students who have done well on the qualifying examination. Participation in the Advanced Placement exam is 
an expectation of this course. Eight transferable UCONN credits are available for eligible students who earn 
a grade of C or better as part of the UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) Program.  
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Science Investigational Skills  HSSC7150  .5 Credit; 5 periods per week    
Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Earth Science and Biology (any level) 
Enrollment preference will be given to seniors who need to meet the district's graduation performance 
standard in science investigational skills. This is a one semester, five periods per week, laboratory-based 
course that will focus on the scientific process as opposed to science content and knowledge. Students will 
have the opportunity to develop their proficiency in science investigational skills and competencies while they 
conduct hands-on laboratory investigations. 
 

Chemistry    HSSC6400  1 Credit; 7 periods per week 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: One credit Algebra I  
It is strongly recommended that only students who have earned a C or above in Algebra I (L2) or an A or 
above in Algebra I (L3) and co-enroll in Algebra II (L2), Pre-Calculus or Calculus enroll in this course. This 
course presents to students an explanation of the structure, composition, physical and chemical properties 
and behavior of the materials that make up the world in which we live. Emphasis is placed on problem 
solving and the ability to make predictions about the behavior of matter. Inquiry is emphasized in class 
discussions and in many of the lab activities. Students will learn the skills necessary for the communication of 
chemical ideas within technical and scientific occupations.  
 

Advanced Placement Chemistry  HSSC6700  1 Credit; 7 periods per week    
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra II (L3) (may be taken concurrently with permission of the department 
supervisor) 
This course is the equivalent of an introductory university level chemistry course. It is a challenging, 
accelerated and in-depth presentation of the topics discussed in chemistry. There is a strong emphasis on 
theory and descriptive chemistry. The analytical portion of the course requires that students have strong 
mathematical skills especially in Algebra II (L3). The Advanced Placement program prepares students to take 
the Advanced Placement Chemistry exam administered by the College Board and the SAT II Chemistry 
Exam. Success on this exam may lead to college credit. Participation in the Advanced Placement exam is an 
expectation of this course. 
 

Conceptual Chemistry   HSSC7250  .5 Credit; 7 periods per week    
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: Biology (any level), Algebra (any level) and Geometry (any level) 
This course will emphasize conceptual understanding of chemistry, science experimentation and investigation, 
and connections to the "real world." Conceptual Chemistry is an exciting way to learn the fundamentals of 
chemistry as well as related societal issues, such as agriculture, water resources, the atmosphere, material 
goods and our energy supplies. The course is designed for students who are interested in learning basic 
concepts in chemistry and how they apply to the world around us. No credit will be given to students who 
have completed (i.e., passed) Standard Chemistry. 
 

Conceptual Physics   HSSC7251  .5 Credit; 7 periods per week    
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites: Biology (any level), Algebra (any level) and Geometry (any level) 
This course will emphasize conceptual understanding of physics, science experimentation and investigation, 
and connections to the "real world." Conceptual Physics is an exciting way to learn the fundamentals of 
physics. Here the natural world comes alive with such topics as motion, forces, energy, heat, sound, light, 
electricity and the insides of atoms. Studying physics will not only help students understand the world around 
them, but will also aid in their future study of other science topics. This course is designed for students who 
are interested in learning basic concepts in physics and how they apply to the world around us. No credit will 
be given to students who have completed (i.e., passed) Standard Physics. 
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Environmental Science   HSSC7450  .5 Credit; 7 periods per week    
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Biology 
Studying Environmental Science leads to a better understanding of human impact on the environment, allows 
us to practice our problem solving skills and provides for an increased awareness of the diversity of life 
around us. Topics studied in Environmental Science focus on three key issues:  

1. Resource depletion and shifting to a more sustainable use of resources  
2. Pollution and its causes and solutions 
3. Loss of biodiversity and how we impact it 
3. Humans as a species are responsible for both useful and harmful global changes to earth’s 

ecosystems. By studying Environmental Science, we, as individuals and as a society, learn how to best 
impact our planet, thus improving and preserving nature for future generations. One credit of 
Applied, ESOL, Standard, Honors, or AP Biology is required as a prerequisite.   

 

Marine Science    HSSC7451  .5 Credit; 7 periods per week 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Biology 
The importance of Marine Science to understanding life on earth has been realized in recent years. In this 
course physical, chemical, biological, ecological and geological aspects of marine science will be surveyed. 
Long Island Sound, our closest marine environment, will be a focus of study. One credit of Applied, ESOL, 
Standard, Honors, or AP Biology is required as a prerequisite.   
 

Advanced Placement  HSSC7700 1 Credit 
Environmental Science 7 periods per week 
Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Earth Science, Biology and Algebra II (may be taken concurrently) 
The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, 
concepts and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify 
and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated 
with these problems and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. The following 
themes provide a foundation for the structure of the AP Environmental Science course: 

1. Science is a process. 
2. Energy conversions underlie all ecological processes. 
3. The earth itself is one interconnected system. 
4. Humans alter natural systems. 
5. Environmental problems have a cultural and social context. 
6. Human survival depends on developing practices that will achieve sustainable systems. 

 

Students may receive ECE UCONN credit for this course – please see instructor for details.  Participation in 
the Advanced Placement exam is an expectation of this course. 
 
 
 
 
 

Advanced Placement      HSSC7700  1 Credit; 7 periods per week 
Environmental Science  
Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Earth Science, Biology and Algebra II (may be taken concurrently) 
The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, 
concepts and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify 
and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated 
with these problems and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. The following 
themes provide a foundation for the structure of the AP Environmental Science course: 
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1. Science is a process. 
2. Energy conversions underlie all ecological processes. 
3. The earth itself is one interconnected system. 
4. Humans alter natural systems. 
5. Environmental problems have a cultural and social context. 
6. Human survival depends on developing practices that will achieve sustainable systems. 

 

Three transferable UCONN credits are available for eligible students who earn a grade of C or better as part 
of the UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) Program.  
 

Physics     HSSC8400  1 Credit; 7 periods per week    
Grade 11-12 
Prerequisite: One credit Algebra II  
It is strongly recommended that only students who have earned a C or above in Algebra II (L2) or an A or 
above in Algebra II (L3) enroll in this course. Students who wish to take Honors Algebra II (L1) or Algebra 
II (L2) concurrently may do so with permission of the Department Supervisor. Physics is the study of energy 
and matter and their relationships. During the first semester, students study energy related to the position or 
movement of solid objects including motion, forces, gravity, vectors, momentum, potential and kinetic 
energy, work and power. During the second semester, students study fluids, waves — including mechanical, 
sound, and light waves — static electricity, electrical current, electrical circuits, magnetism and 
electromagnetic induction. Physics stresses the use of mathematics to solve physics problems. Students spend 
time in the laboratory applying science skills to real data to develop the concept upon which the course is 
based. 
 

Advanced Placement B: Physics  HSSC8700  1 Credit; 7 periods per week    
Grade 11-12 
Prerequisite: Precalculus(may be taken concurrently with permission of department supervisor)  
This course, which is equivalent to an introductory college physics program, uses an algebraic approach to 
problem solving while studying energy, matter, and their relationships in an accelerated, in-depth manner. 
Students study energy related to the position or movement of solid objects including motion, forces, gravity, 
vectors, momentum, potential and kinetic energy, work and power. They also study kinetic theory and 
thermodynamics; waves – including mechanical, sound, and light waves – static electricity; electrical current; 
electrical circuits; magnetism; electromagnetic induction; atomic physics and quantum effects; wave-particle 
duality; nuclear physics; mass-energy equivalence; and relativity. Participation in the Advanced Placement 
exam is an expectation of this course.  
 

The Science Research Internship  HSSC7400  1 Credit:  5 Periods per Week 
(SRI) 
Grade 12 (Grade 11 with permission of the department supervisor) 
Prerequisites:  Earth Science, Biology, and Chemistry  
“Research is formalized curiosity. It is poking and prying with a purpose.” Zora Neale Hurston 
This course provides a unique opportunity for students to develop and employ the skills of a practicing 
scientist. The overall goal of the Science Research Internship is to help students plan, design, conduct, and 
present original scientific research. Students enrolled in this course will develop learning, innovation, career, 
and informational technology skills that relate to an area of strong personal interest. In addition to their 
science teacher the student may work with a mentor (a practicing scientist) to complete their project. This 
course meets the new State of Connecticut graduation requirement for an exhibition portfolio (i.e., capstone 
project).    
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The mission of the Social Studies Department is to prepare students to be informed participants in an ever-
changing global community and to act responsibly to improve its condition.   Through acquiring knowledge, 
developing analytical skills, and examining multiple perspectives, students will understand themselves as 
individuals and as contributing members of a democratic society.  
 

Modern World History HSSS2400 1 Credit 
Grade 9 
Students in this course will analyze major people, events and themes of Modern World History from the time 
of the French Revolution up to the present day.  Students will study the histories of Europe, Africa, Asia and 
Latin America in this course.  A major component of the course is the connecting of historical events of the 
past to the present day.  During the year students will develop research and other 21st century skills, and will 
produce a comprehensive research paper as a requirement for the course. 
 

United States History HSSS4400 1 Credit 
Grade 10 
This course will focus on important people, places, events and themes in American history from the 1880s to 
the present.  Historical topics such as industrialization, progressivism, imperialism, the struggle for equality 
and American exceptionalism are introduced to illustrate how vital issues impact events across time.  Students 
will gain experience in interpreting primary sources and in exploring and evaluating divergent viewpoints of 
events and individuals in American history.  Students will continue to develop their research skills, and a 
comprehensive research paper is required to earn credit for this course.   
 

American Studies  HSSS4401 2 Credits with 
Grade 10  History 
This course fulfills the U.S. History requirement.  See description in English HSEN4401 
 

United States History – ESOL HSSS4200 1 Credit  
Grades 9-12 
This full-year course (offered in odd school years 2013, 2015) for ESOL students fulfills their U.S. History 
requirement. It is a survey of the foundations of our country through the 20th century. Reading, writing, and 
vocabulary skills are emphasized along with an understanding of the important events and people that have 
contributed to the making of our country. 
 

American Government – ESOL HSSS6200 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
This full year course (offered in even school years, 2012, 2014) for ESOL students fulfills their American 
Government requirement.  Basic reading and writing skills are emphasized in the context of the study of 
American Government. Special emphasis will be placed on the study of the Constitution, Bill of Rights, and 
the American political and judicial systems. This course may be offered in alternate years depending upon 
enrollment. 
 

Issues in Society HSSS6240 2 Credits with 
Alternative Search for Knowledge (ASK)  English 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: school counselor recommendation and interview with ASK Coordinator 
ASK (Alternative Search for Knowledge) is a two period interdisciplinary, team-taught social studies and 
English course.  Students take this course in conjunction with HSEN6240. The course is designed to increase 
students’ awareness of issues in American society and the world about which an informed citizen should be 

familiar. Students will learn to identify key features of American Government. This course fulfills the 
department’s requirement for American Government 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
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American Government HSSS7450 .5 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: grade 10 students require department supervisor permission 
Students will investigate the organization of government in the United States, the division of power between 
state and national government and the separation of powers in various branches of government. Formal and 
informal rules which regulate the political process will be examined. The procedure open to the individual 
citizen to influence the political decision-making process will be emphasized. Election procedures, political 
party activities, pressure of special interest groups, conditions influencing voter choices, limitations placed on 
decision makers and rights and responsibilities of citizens will be studied. Students in the course with engage 
in the development of a Democracy Activities Portfolio.   
 

Advanced Placement United States  HSSS6750 .5 Credit 
Government and Politics 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite:  American Government. grade 10 students require department supervisor permission 
This course provides students with an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States.  
This college-level course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. government and 
politics and the analysis of specific examples.  It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, 
beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. government and politics.  Topics covered in this course include:  
constitutional underpinnings of government; political beliefs and behaviors; political parties, interest groups 
and mass media; institutions of national government; public policy; and civil rights and civil liberties.  By 
taking the AP examination students may be awarded either college credit or advanced placement depending 
on the individual college involved.  Participation in the Advanced Placement exam is an expectation of this 
course. 
 

Classical Studies HSSS6451 .5 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
This course will serve as a survey of Greek and Roman history. Lessons on Greece will cover the 
development of Greek civilization from the Bronze Age to the death of Alexander the Great. The section on 
Rome will focus on the rise and fall of the Rome Republic, Rome’s overseas expansion, and its 
transformation into the Roman Empire. Special attention will also be given to Christianity and the collapse of 
the Roman Empire in the west. The course will encourage students to analyze the social and political 
structures in Greece and Rome through the examination of art, literature, film and theater. The class will 
explore the reasons for the success of both civilizations and their contributions to Western civilization and 
the world today. 
 

History of Modern Warfare HSSS6453 .5 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
This one semester course will be an in-depth study of the political, economic and social causes, events, and 
results of major wars of the past 100 years. Special attention will be given to the impact war has on 
civilization and populations. Topical segments from literature and films of major wars will be analyzed. 
Special focus will be given to World War I, World War II, the Vietnam War, and the war in Iraq. Students in 
this class will spend time engaged in activities designed to improve their reading and writing skills. 
 

Introduction to Anthropology HSSS6454 .5 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
This is a study of cultural and physical anthropology with emphasis on peoples outside the United States. The 
basics of anthropological research techniques will be studied and then applied to an analysis of traditional 
cultures quite different from our own. The study of archeology and a hand on field experience at a dig site are 
also included. 
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Introduction to Psychology HSSS6455 .5 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
This course is designed to provide students with a foundation in the basic theories and principles of 
psychology. Students will examine the major theories of human behavior, personality and developmental 
growth. By the end of the course, students will have a greater understanding of themselves and their capacity 
for growth by exploring such topics as conflict resolution and interpersonal relationships. Open to juniors 
and seniors; others by permission of department supervisor. 
 

Introduction to Sociology HSSS6456 .5 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
The focus of this course is a basic understanding of the principles of sociology and a practical application of 
sociological research. Another focus is a better understanding of the problems and challenges facing 
American society today. Issues covered include racism, social classes, the family, role conflict and 
contemporary popular culture. 
 

Modern Africa & the Middle East HSSS6450 .5 Credit 
Grades 10-12 (offered 2013-2014) 
This course will focus on the three main areas of the world from 1599 to the present:  the Middle East, with 
emphasis on the Arab World, Islamic culture, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflicts:  Sub-Sahara Africa, with 
emphasis on the impact of the slave trade, colonialism and independence of African nations:  South Africa, as 
a case study of dramatic changes in political and social relations between whites and blacks.  Fiction, guest 
speakers and research projects are key elements in the course 
 

Women’s History HSSS6459 .5 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
United States women’s history will be the primary focus of this course with specific attention paid to the 
movements fought for social, political, and economic equality during the 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries.  
Students will engage in careful interpretations of trends in women’s history such as inequality in the 
workplace, the fight for political rights, demands placed on mothers and wives, the fight for reproductive 
rights, and women’s role in the military and sports.  Students will also analyze and interpret various primary 
sources and pieces of literature focusing on these topics.  Active engagement and participation in class 
discussions will be expected of students.  The  culminating assignment will be an oral history project where 
students will compare the women’s history they have learned to living women’s experiences, draw their own 
conclusions as to whether women’s true equality has been achieved, and present their findings. 
 

Advanced Placement Modern  HSSS8701 1 Credit 
European History 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: permission of department supervisor  
Students will investigate political, intellectual, social, economic and cultural aspects of European History 
through the analysis of topics such as: Nation States, Changing Concepts of Man, God and the Universe, Rise 
of Mass Urban Society, Growth of Industrial Technology Emergence of World Politics and Intercultural 
Response of Europe and the Wider World. Students are evaluated on the basis of their performance on essay 
and objective tests, class participation and a research paper. A summer reading assignment is required. 
Participation in the Advanced Placement exam is an expectation of this course. 
 

Contemporary Issues HSSS7451 .5 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
This course will focus on the understanding of current issues in the world and in the United States through a 
study of major news magazines, newspapers, TV news shows, and specialty publications. Emphasis will also 
be placed on analyzing the role of the media in shaping public opinion, interpreting different viewpoints, and 
debating controversial issues in both domestic and foreign policy arenas. Daily writing, class discussions, and 
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projects are featured. This course is designed for those students who have a serious and committed interest in 
understanding issues that affect their lives. 
 

Human Rights HSSS7452 .5 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
This course on Human Rights will examine the history of Human Rights culture leading to the establishment 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and its adoption by the United Nations. It will survey the 
various Articles and examine its application in relation to the Constitution of the United States of America. In 
this critical and analytical exercise the course will study the fundamental questions raised by organizations like 
Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch and will interrogate some of the more serious violations of 
the protocols of the Universal Declarations not only in America but also in the international society. Case 
studies and appropriate media will be examined and analyzed. Text Readings: Schultz, William F. (2001-2002) 
In Our Own Best - How Defending Human Rights Benefits Us All. Beacon Press, Boston. 
 

Advanced Placement United States History HSSS6700  1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Students electing this course will pursue the study of historical growth and development of the United States 
from 1600 to the present. They will examine historical interpretation in greater detail and use primary source 
materials. By taking the AP examination students may be awarded either college credit or advanced placement 
depending on the individual college involved. Summer reading is a requirement. Participation in the 
Advanced Placement exam is an expectation of this course. 
 

Advanced Placement Economics HSSS8700 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
This is a full-year course designed for students who are committed to taking the AP Micro and/or Macro 
Economics Exam. The Microeconomic section of the course is designed to give students a thorough 
understanding of the principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both 
consumers and producers, within the larger economic system. The Macroeconomic section of the course is 
designed to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an economic 
system as a whole. There is a particular emphasis on the study of national income and price determination, 
economic growth, and international economics. Participation in the Advanced Placement exam is an 
expectation of this course. 
 
 
 
 
 

Advanced Placement Psychology HSSS8702 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
The science of behavior is psychology. The purpose of the Advanced Placement Psychology course is to 
introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human 
beings and animals. Major topics in the course include psychological methods and approaches; history of 
psychology; biological bases of behavior; sensation and perception; states of consciousness; learning; 
cognition; motivation and emotion; developmental psychology; theories of personality; psychological testing 
and individual differences; psychological disorders and their treatment; and social psychology. The AP 
Psychology course prepares students to take the AP Psychology examination, which is administered every 
year in May. By achieving a satisfactory score on the exam, students may receive college credit and/or 
advanced placement for course work in college. A summer reading assignment is required. Participation in the 
Advanced Placement exam is an expectation of this course. 
 

Global Problem Solving  HSSS8400 1 Credit 
Grade 12 
This senior level course offers students an opportunity to leave their mark at their High School by 
demonstrating their abilities and effort to improve the school community and the world.  Students will follow 

Please refer to page 12 regarding Early College Experience registration and fee information 
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the models of individuals who have identified a problem in the world and dedicated themselves to solving it.  
Global Problem Solving will invite guest speakers, include a number of faculty as expert instructors, and 
introduce case studies of successful problem solving as part of a year-long comprehensive curriculum.  
Working in collaborative teams, students will learn and apply research methods in order to design and 
implement a problem-solving project as a part of a portfolio of work. This course offers an opportunity for 
each student to find his or her area of interest and study it in depth for the purpose of exploring a problem, 
presenting a solution and collaborating with others in the school and community to take action. The 
presentation of the completed problem-solving project will mark the culmination of a student’s high school 
career. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Special Education Department offers a continuum of programs and delivery models to meet the 
individual needs of all students who have been mandated as eligible for special education and requiring 
specialized instruction as determined by the Planning and Placement Team (PPT). The focus of the program 
is to provide appropriate instruction and supports to assist students in meeting the academic and/or 
behavioral expectations of the general education classroom. Special education courses in the core academic 
areas are aligned with the general education curriculum and West Hartford Public School’s graduation 
requirements.  
 

In addition to specialized instruction, related services are offered through PPT recommendations or on an as 
needed basis. These services may include: 

• Individual or group counseling 
• Behavioral supports 
• Vocational counseling and work experience 
• Speech and language therapy 
• Services for the hearing or visually impaired 
• Occupational and physical therapy 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Technology Education’s primary goal is investigation into the world of technology as it affects our daily lives. 
Courses provide all students with the knowledge and skills needed to understand and use technology; and to 
participate in our global, technical society as informed citizens, productive workers and wise consumers of 
products and services. Students can explore an area completely new to them; gain greater depth in an area of 
interest; and continue their career awareness and planning pathway. Students will develop valuable skills for life 
through the use of a variety of basic tools, equipment, and machines as well as advanced technology such as computer 
graphics, computer aided design and manufacturing, information technology hardware & software, and robotics 
essential to the engineering and design fields. Technology Education courses provide an excellent foundation for 
students who intend to pursue education for careers in technical design or engineering. 
Technology Education offers college credit for select courses as noted through the College Career Pathways program 
partnership with the community colleges. 
 

Computer Technology HSTE2400 1 Credit  
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  Communication Technology, Media and the Arts 

This course is designed to present the most up-to-date information in the rapidly changing world of 
computers, hardware and peripherals, operating system software and networking. Students will learn how to 
build, upgrade and troubleshoot personal computers in addition to learning the skill set required to pursue 
computer information systems careers in fields such as computer technical support, network administration, 
network design and troubleshooting. The knowledge and skills learned in this class will allow students to 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
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apply concepts and strategies to real world hardware and network issues. The course will teach the principles 
needed to prepare students for computer industry certification exams, continue their computer information 
systems education in college or obtain an entry level computer service/support job. 
 
 
 
 
 

Web Design and Development HSTE2402 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  Communication Technology, Media and the Arts 

This course will introduce students to the world of Web Design, creating exciting web sites through the use 
of both HTML programming and industry standard web authoring software such as Dreamweaver and Flash. 
Students will learn to format text, add graphics and multimedia pages, animation elements, create online 
forms, and work with tables and control web page layouts and links. 
 
 
 
 
 

Graphic Design/Photography I HSTE2411  1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  Communication Technology, Media and the Arts 

Graphic Communications I is the first full-year graphics course offered at the high school level. Students 
successfully completing this course will have a good understanding of the occupational as well as the 
mechanical and artistic aspects of the graphics industry. Areas of study will include an introduction to 
Desktop Publishing using a computer lab. Software well known to the "real world" such as Adobe Creative 
Suite which includes Illustrator, In Design and Photoshop will be an integral part of the curriculum along 
with digital video editing. Other areas of study will include design, artwork, production, 35mm and digital 
camera use, black and white and digital photography, and photo screen-printing.  
 
 
 
 
 

Graphic Design/Photography II HSTE4411 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 Pathway:  Communication Technology, Media and the Arts 

For the student who has successfully completed Graphic Communications I and wishes to continue the study 
of graphics. Areas of concentration will include artwork, design, and advanced camera work such as 3 and 4 
color printing, halftones, duotones, and posterization. Related graphic processes such as photoscreen printing 
and continuous tone photography will also be covered. Class activities will include advanced work with 
Desktop Publishing and video editing. Work can be individualized according to the student’s talents and 
strengths in order that he/she may specialize and concentrate in specific areas. 
 
 
 
 
 

Graphic Design/Photography III HSTE6411 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 Pathway: Communication Technology, Media and the Arts 

Prerequisite: Graphic Design/Photography II  
For the student who wishes to continue the study of graphics, this course will concentrate on advanced work 
in all forms of digital media. The student will specialize in specific areas of interest. 
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Graphic Design/Photography IV HSTE8411 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 Pathway: Communication Technology, Media and the Arts 

Prerequisite: Graphic Design/Photography III 
For the student who wishes to continue the study of graphics, this course will concentrate on advanced work 
in all forms of digital media. The student will specialize in specific areas of interest. 
 
 
 
 
 

Engineering & Architectural Design HSTE2420 1 Credit   
Grades 9-12  Pathway:  STEM 

In this course students will utilize professional, modern technology to develop an understanding of the vast 
world of design as it is applied in the engineering and architecture career fields.  Students will use industry-
standard computer aided drafting/design (CAD) and 3-D modeling software, and experience hands on 
activities using basic machines and advanced computer aided manufacturing equipment in the design and 
fabrication of products, structures and buildings. 
 

Engineering Applications HSTE4420 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 Pathway:  STEM 

Prerequisite: any Technology Education Course or teacher/school counselor recommendation. This dynamic 
course allows students to identify real world problems and implement technological solutions in an 
engineering environment. Working together, students of varied backgrounds will research problems and 
develop functional solutions using the computers, tools, equipment, materials, processes and strategies of 
modern engineering, science and technology. 
 

Robotics & Electronics Concepts HSTE2430 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  STEM 

This course introduces students to many of the electronic devices used in the world in which they live and 
will work; and includes the study of robotics using the VEX robotics platform. Students will gain an overview 
of the principles of electronics, components, test equipment, circuit design and construction; and the 
fundaments of robotics programming, design, construction and application. 
 

Digital Electronics & Robotics HSTE4430 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 Pathway:  STEM 

Prerequisite: Robotics & Electronics Concepts   
This course adds the study of robotics and is designed for students who successfully complete the first year, 
who wish to pursue electronics engineering in greater depth. Topics include power supplies, digital 
communications, computer applications, logic design, oscillators, integrated circuits, FET's, robotics theory, 
design and application. Individual areas of study will be available throughout the year with experimentation 
and construction of electronic circuits and laboratory experimentation. 
 

Advanced Electronics Engineering HSTE6430 1 Credit 
Grades 10 -12 Pathway:  STEM 

Prerequisite: Digital Electronics and Robotics   
Continued study in electronics engineering is offered at a higher level of study in the areas of: photonics, 
development of holograms, lasers, fiber optics, wave analysis, light devices, RF communications, solid state 
devices and their operation in circuits. Individual areas of study will be available throughout the year with 
experimentation construction of electronic circuits, laboratory experimentation, RCL filter designs with 
laboratory applications. 
 

Energy, Power & Green Alternatives HSTE2445 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway:  STEM 

Understanding the importance of using power and energy efficiently in a world with limited resources and 
increased energy needs is paramount. This course will focus not only on how energy can be used, but also on 

Please refer to page 13 regarding College Career Pathway registration and fee information. 
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the technological principles that lie behind the various uses of energy and power. Students will explore, 
conduct, design and research activities; build, experiment and monitor a variety of environmentally friendly 
energy alternatives such as solar-photovoltaic, solar-thermal, wind, geothermal and tide, along with fossil fuel 
and nuclear generation throughout the course. 
 

Manufacturing Technology I HSTE2422 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 Pathway: Manufacturing Logistics 

A basic course in the laboratory application of systems and technical means used to manufacture and 
construct products. Students will learn various methods to process wood and other materials through 
demonstration, research, and hands-on experience. The proper use and safe operation of hand, power, and 
machine tools will be stressed. Students will apply critical thinking, problem solving skills and industrial 
techniques as they explore various production technologies. Several manufacturing style projects will be 
designed and produced in groups to enhance the understanding of the production process. Students will learn 
how manufacturing impacts natural resources, society and how industry makes finished products. Student 
projects may be constructed in a variety of wood, composite and other materials using modern techniques, 
and will incorporate computer aided design and manufacturing (CAD/CAM) through the use of computers 
and computer operated machine tools. 
 

Manufacturing Technology II HSTE4422 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 Pathway: Manufacturing Logistics 

Prerequisite: Manufacturing Technology I   
In this extension of the Production Technology I course, students will utilize the basic principles; incorporate 
product selection, design and prototyping; and form manufacturing companies. All aspects of production will 
be explored including product marketing and fiscal responsibilities. Links will be formed with related business 
programs as well as investigation of modern manufacturing companies. The proper use and safe operation of 
hand, power and machine tools will be stressed, as will the role of computer aided design and manufacturing 
(CAD/CAM) through the use of computers and computer operated machine tools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theatre Arts studies offer students the opportunity to work in a collaborative environment where they can 
enhance artistic and creative talents, develop problem-solving strategies, foster communication skills, and 
overcome personal limitations. The exploration of theatre enables students to understand and express life 
experiences while developing an awareness and appreciation of cultural and historical diversity. The creation 
of theatre helps them learn to make informed personal and aesthetic choices throughout their lives. Theatre 
Arts studies provide a variety of experiences for students of all abilities and backgrounds, and are equally 
suited for students who choose to pursue the theatre as a career or an avocation. Stagecraft and Technical 
Theatre, and Introduction to Acting are open to all students, but other courses have prerequisites for 
enrollment. Most students enrolled in Theatre Arts classes will participate to some degree outside of regularly 
scheduled class time on productions.  
 

Acting I: Introduction to Acting HSTA2400 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
This full-year course introduces students to the basic principles and techniques of acting while working on 
scenes, monologues and acting exercises.  In the first semester, the student will learn effective use of 
imagination, concentration, relaxation and physical and vocal techniques that will build a foundation for the 
craft of acting and an appreciation for Theatre Arts.  The second semester begins to introduce playwriting, 
emotional work, and more intense scene study.  Peer evaluation, collaborative learning, and an end of the year 
scene evening performance are all a part of this course. 
  

THEATRE ARTS 
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Stagecraft HSTA2410 1 Credit  
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: permission of department supervisor 
This hands-on course develops technical skills essential to competent theatre production. Students are 
introduced to theatrical design, construction and production. Production planning and management, set 
design and construction, painting, publicity, lighting, sound, and costuming and makeup may be covered. 
Students apply their practical skills to plays, concerts, musicals and other performances at Hall by helping to 
build the designs created in Stagecraft design courses. Independent effort in various stagecraft areas is also be 
encouraged.  
Note: Students should have some time available during the year to work after school on theatre projects intended for public performance (can be repeated for 
credit). 
 

Acting II: Intermediate Acting HSTA4400 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Acting I or permission of department supervisor 
This full-year course expands upon the knowledge previously learned in Acting I by having the student 
explore additional and more advanced acting techniques as well as further disciplines of theatre such as 
playwriting, script analysis, and the basics of directing. The year culminates with an end-of-the-year scene 
night for family and friends. 
 

Specialized Performance Study HSTA6400 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Acting I, Acting II, or permission of department supervisor 
This full-year laboratory emphasizes theatre as a collaborative art as each student will have the opportunity to 
explore various disciplines of theatre.  The student will receive advanced training in acting, directing, 
playwriting and design. Screenwriting is also tackled in this class. Strong emphasis is on technique and 
acquiring of these new skills that will enable the theatre student the needed knowledge to work collaboratively 
to create a successful production. An end-of-the-year One-Act Festival written, designed, directed, acted and 
produced by the students in this class culminates the study. 
 

Honors Specialized Performance Study HSTA6600 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Acting I, Acting II, Audition or permission of department supervisor 
Honors Specialized Performance Studies is a course open only to advanced acting students who have 
expressed a strong interest in the continued development of theatre training in college.  Audition and junior 
standing is required for admittance.  Emphasis is on the development of advanced acting techniques 
combined with the art of performance.  The class is forming an ensemble theatre company which will 
perform several times throughout the year in various capacities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The visual arts curriculum encompasses the four components of Comprehensive Art Education (Discipline 
Based Art Education), art production, art history, aesthetics, and art criticism which encourage students to see 
and think about the world from different perspectives. Every student is entitled to a quality education in the 
visual arts. Such an education will provide students with the means to: 

• Value art as an important realm of human activity, and a lifelong source of insight and understanding 

• Offer self-reflective opportunities focusing on expression and development of personal style 

• Provide opportunities to develop interpersonal skills through collaborative work 

• Improve perceptual skills and strengthen their knowledge base 

• Enhance their critical and creative thinking abilities as well as problem solving skills 

• Develop visual literacy skills 

VISUAL ARTS 
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• Broaden their career opportunities and possible application 
 

Course offerings provide guided learning experiences with two-dimensional and three-dimensional art forms 
and concepts. A variety of subject matter, materials, tools and production techniques are explored. The 
courses encourage students to make connections with other disciplines through class discussions, 
assignments, research, readings, lectures, guest speakers and field trips. 
 

Ceramics I  HSAR2401 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
This course will introduce students to clay as an artistic medium. Clay will be used both for sculptural and 
functional purposes. Specific projects will allow creative problem-solving while students explore various hand 
building and wheel throwing skills and both traditional and experimental finishing techniques. Throughout 
the course, criticism and relevant art history information will be addressed.  
 

Drawing I HSAR2411 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
Drawing is a basic process for creating visual images and is a fundamental form of communication. In this 
course, students will develop their approaches to drawing from observation and from their imagination. A full 
range of drawing activities, such as quick sketching to in-depth studies, will be addressed. Various media and 
drawing techniques will be explored.  Throughout the course, art criticism aesthetics, and relevant art history 
information will be addressed.  
 

Painting I HSAR2421 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
This course is designed to acquaint students with the knowledge and understanding of how to express visual 
ideas through the various painting media such as oil paint, watercolor and acrylic. Students will be provided 
many opportunities to solve visual problems related to composition, subject matter and technique. 
Throughout the course, criticism and relevant art history information will be addressed.  
 

Sculpture I HSAR2431 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
In this course traditional and contemporary approaches and materials for creating sculpture will be explored. 
The techniques of carving, construction, modeling and assemblage are experienced through a wide variety of 
media including wood, metal, clay, wire, paper, plaster and synthetic materials. Surface treatment will be 
explored through pattern, texture and color. Along with using the basic sculptural processes of carving and 
modeling, students will learn about other processes, technologies and materials used by contemporary 
sculptors. Throughout the course, criticism and relevant art history will be addressed.  
 

Survey of Visual Arts  HSAR2454 Semester 1 1/2 Credit 
Processes, Media and Techniques HSAR2455 Semester 2 1/2 Credit 
Grades 9-12   
This introductory course provides students with a basic foundation in the Visual Arts. This course will focus 
on two-dimensional work such as drawing and painting and three dimensional works such as ceramics and 
sculpture. The course combines art production with the processes and content of visual thinking, visual 
problem solving, and the study of artists. Students will develop their artistic abilities for both personal growth 
and communication while being exposed to the basic elements of design. Media will be explored that may 
later be investigated in greater depth in other art department courses. Throughout the course, criticism and 
relevant art history information will be addressed. 
 

Ceramics II  HSAR4401 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: A minimum of a B average in Ceramics or permission of instructor 
This course continues the development of skills, concepts and techniques learned in Ceramics I. A greater 
emphasis is placed on craftsmanship and wheel throwing as well as individual expression, while creating 



59 

sculptural and functional ceramics. Throughout the course, criticism and relevant art history information will 
be addressed. 
 

Drawing II HSAR4411 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: A minimum of a B average in Drawing or permission of instructor  
This course continues the development of skills, concepts and techniques learned in DrawingI.  Concentrated 
work with specific media, techniques and experimental approaches will be the focus of instruction. 
Throughout the course, criticism and relevant art history information will be addressed. In addition, students 
will work toward the development and enhancement of a personal drawing style. 
 

Painting II HSAR4421 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: A minimum of a B average in Painting or permission of instructor 
This course continues the development of skills, concepts and techniques developed in Painting I. 
Concentrated work with advanced approaches to composition, subject matter and techniques will be the 
focus of instruction. In addition, students will work toward the development and enhancement of personal 
painting style. Throughout the course, criticism and relevant art history information will be addressed.  
 

Sculpture II HSAR4430 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: A minimum of a B average in Sculpture or permission of instructor 
This course continues the development of skills, concepts and techniques learned in Sculpture I. Students will 
use a greater degree of planning and craftsmanship to address and work with more challenging sculptural 
ideas and problems. For example, emphasis will be placed on advanced skills and ideas associated with 
carving, construction, modeling and assemblage in a wide variety of materials. Art criticism and art history 
will be emphasized at this level of study. 
 

Commercial Design HSAR4440 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Exploring Art & Design, Drawing or Painting 
In this course students will be introduced to a full range of concepts, skills and techniques associated with the 
field of commercial art. This class is ideal for the student who wishes to explore design as it connects to the 
everyday world.  Areas of focus may include fashion design, product design, and the process of magazine 
layout.  Students will examine strategies to market products as they relate to consumer appeal.  A wide variety 
of 2-D and 3-D media will be introduced.  Student learning will occur in the context of history/culture, 
aesthetics and art criticism. 
 

Visual Arts Concepts HSAR4441 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: A minimum B average in 1 credit of Art and teacher recommendation 
This course is open to upper-class students who would like to take their visual arts knowledge and skills to a 
new level by working to help other students develop their artistic abilities and creative skills through a variety 
of visual art experiences.  Class participation involves working one-on-one or in small groups with other 
students, and activities will be used to help students develop relationships and an appreciation for student 
differences.  Class size is limited to 10 students. 
 

Advanced Placement in Studio Art HSAR6740 1 Credit 
Grades 12 
Prerequisite: A minimum B average in 2 credits of Art and teacher recommendation. 
This is a college level experience emphasizing an area of studio art in depth. This advanced course provides 
an extended opportunity for advanced art students to develop a portfolio of original artwork for college 
admission, and to pursue possible work in a chosen area of concentration. Specific class assignments are 
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individualized for maximum effectiveness. Throughout the course, criticism and relevant art history will be 
addressed. 
 
 
 
 
 

The mission of the West Hartford World Language Department is to enable our students to communicate 
effectively in the target language, develop an understanding of the cultures of the speakers of that language 
and compare that to their own. As a result, students will be able to use their language skills in learning and 
understanding of other disciplines, seeing themselves as life-long learners and as members of the world 
community. 
 

The West Hartford district standards are based on the goals and standards that are clearly presented in the 
National Standards and CT State Frameworks for World Languages. They are known as THE FIVE "Cs": 
Communication  Communicate in at least one language other than English. 
Cultures   Gain knowledge and understanding of cultures. 
Connections  Make connections with other areas of study and acquire information. 
Comparisons   Understand the nature of language and cultures through comparisons. 
Communities  Participate in multilingual communities within a variety of contexts. 

 

CLASSICAL LANGUAGES 
 

GREEK 
 

Ancient Greek I HSLG2400 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
The aim of this course is to enable students to read ancient Greek early in the year and to accomplish this 
within the context of classical Greek culture. Daily life, political events, mythology, religion, philosophy, 
literature, art and architecture are among the areas explored. As with Latin, one of the goals of the study of 
ancient Greek is to achieve a better understanding of English. Greek roots, prefixes, and suffixes that appear 
in English are highlighted as well as the influence of Greek on the language of politics, philosophy, literature, 
science and medicine. 
 

Ancient Greek II   HSLG4400 1 Credit 
Ancient Greek II Honors   HSLG4600 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Greek I 
Ancient Greek II builds upon the linguistic, cultural and historical foundations established in the first year of 
Ancient Greek. Continued emphasis is placed upon the development of reading skills. The purpose of this 
course is to master the fundamentals of Greek grammar by incorporating authentic Greek texts to ultimately 
begin study of Ancient Greek literary, historical, and philosophical text. 

 

LATIN 
 

Latin I HSLL2400 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
This is an introductory course in which the students will learn to read and comprehend passages of basic 
Latin prose. Instruction will focus on the grammatical fundamentals of the Latin language. Students will 
receive a foundation in Roman mythology, civilization and history as well as build a rich English vocabulary 
through the study of word etymologies and Latin phrases and mottoes commonly used in English. This 
course is especially recommended for the student who may consider specialization in areas such as English 
literature, law, modern languages, or similar fields. 
  

WORLD LANGUAGES 
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Latin II HSLL4400 1 Credit 
Latin II – Honors HSLL4600 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Latin I 
This course further develops the reading skills of the student within the context of a continuing story set in 
the Roman Empire. Students will continue to read and comprehend passages of basic Latin poetry and prose. 
This course will continue to focus on the study of Latin grammar and vocabulary, English derivatives, Roman 
culture and mythology, and ancient history with a focus on the Imperial period. Through our readings as well 
as passages in translation, students will examine the social institutions, customs, and advances that made 
Rome an ancient world power, with further emphasis on Roman influences in Britain, North Africa, the Near 
East, and Gaul.  
 

Latin III, Latin III – Honors HSLL6400, HSLL6600 1 Credit  
Latin IV, Latin IV – Honors(Odd start years) HSLL8400, HSLL8600 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Latin II/Latin II Honors 
This is an advanced course in which students will learn to read and comprehend passages of authentic Latin 
prose and poetry. Incorporating an ongoing and complete grammar review of the material covered in Latin I 
and II, we shall study major works from such authors as Cicero, Livy, Catullus, Vergil, Martial etc. With 
continuing focus on vocabulary building and derivative study, students will not only study the poetics of Latin 
literature but also the role of culture, politics, law, and philosophy in these author’s lives and works. In this 
year, we will explore Roman history and culture as a whole with a particular emphasis on the founding myth 
of Rome and the early legendary heroes of the early Republic. 
 

Latin III, Latin III – Honors HSLL6400, HSLL6600 1 Credit 
Latin IV, Latin IV – Honors(Even start years) HSLL8400, HSLL8600  1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Latin II/Latin II Honors 
This is an advanced course in which students will learn to read and comprehend passages of authentic Latin 
poetry. Incorporating an ongoing and complete grammar review of the material covered in Latin I and II, we 
shall study major works from such authors as Catullus in the age of Julius Caesar and Ovid in the age of 
Augustus. With continued focus on vocabulary building and derivative study, students will not only study the 
poetics of Latin literature but also the role of culture, politics, law and philosophy in these author’s lives and 
works. We will take an especially close look at Roman views of love and friendship. In Catullus’ poetry, we 
will explore various themes of love, loss, friendship, witty playfulness, and even crude invectives. In Ovid, we 
will focus on transformation in mythology (Metamorphoses) and love (Amores). We will also read parts of the 
Metamorphoses in translation. Latin III/IVB may be taken for honors at either level. Students are encouraged to 
take the SAT II Subject test at the end of the year. 

 
 

MODERN LANGUAGES 
 

CHINESE 
 

Chinese I HSLC2400  1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
This course is designed to introduce students to the Chinese language and Chinese culture. 
Students learn the pronunciation patterns and tones of the Mandarin dialect, the official dialect of the 
People’s Republic of China. Students study lessons such as greetings, family, friends and hobbies for oral 
practice and conversation. Students learn to read and write approximately 350 characters. Lessons on Chinese 
culture and history complement the language portion of this course. 
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Chinese II HSLC4400 1 Credit 
Chinese II Honors HSLC4600 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Chinese I 
In this intermediate course, students continue their study of the spoken and written Mandarin language. The 
curriculum builds on the foundations learned in Chinese I. Students learn to read and write an additional 350 
characters and build communicative skills by discussing topics such as travel, food and sports. Lessons on 
Chinese culture and history complement the language portion of this course. Students who elect this course 
for honors credit will be required to memorize more characters for reading and writing, write longer and 
more in-depth essays utilizing those characters and speak more consistently and fluently in Chinese. 
Note: Students with a language background in Mandarin but who have not taken Chinese I may be able to enroll with teacher and department supervisor 
permission. 
 

Chinese III HSLC6400 1 Credit  
Chinese III Honors HSLC6600  1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Chinese II or Chinese II Honors 
Students who complete Chinese II will be eligible to continue with their Mandarin Chinese language study in 
Chinese III. Students will continue to read and write approximately 400 new characters, bringing the total 
character recognition to over 1,000 characters. Students will continue to use their speaking skills to 
communicate almost exclusively in Chinese and continue to learn about the culture of China, Taiwan and 
other Chinese-speaking countries. Students will have the option of taking this class for honors credit and will 
be required to memorize more characters for reading and writing, write longer and more in-depth essays 
utilizing those characters and speak more consistently and fluently in Chinese.  
Note: Native speakers may be approved by the Chinese language teacher and Department Supervisor for either class. 
 

Chinese IV HSLC8400 1 Credit  
Chinese IV Honors HSLC8600  1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Chinese III or Chinese III Honors 
This advanced course is designed to reinforce a high level of proficiency in Chinese. Students will master 
additional 300-400 new characters, increase total character recognition to over 1300 characters and be able to 
understand and put to use grammatical patterns both in oral and written communication. Students will 
increase their ability to read and understand authentic materials such as newspaper articles and book excerpts. 
This course contains Pre-SAT II and AP Chinese content designed to prepare students for Chinese 
standardized testing.  

 

FRENCH 
 

French I HSLF1400 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
This introductory course is designed for the development of language skills in French, with early emphasis on 
listening and speaking and to introduce students to the rich and varied cultures of the French speaking world. 
Classroom activities include: use of audio material and visual aids for comprehension, pronunciation, and 
conversation stimuli; dialogues, oral and written exercises; explanation of basic grammatical patterns in 
French; reading of short passages with discussion; vocabulary building; and use of video for reinforcement. 
Practical communication in various areas, including home and school life, enhances student language skills. 
 

French II HSLF2400 1 Credit 
French II Honors HSLF2600 
Grades 9-12 
This course is a continuation of French I for those who begin French in high school. The course is also 
designed for some students coming from the middle school program. Students will continue to build 
proficiency in the four basic skills:  Students who elect this course for honors credit will be required to 
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memorize and use more vocabulary and language structures, with more in-depth compositions and 
demonstrate more fluency on a consistent basis. 
1. LISTENING for imitation and comprehension of simple conversations; 
2. SPEAKING in basic sentence patterns and in a manner acceptable to native speakers; 
3. READING simple dialogues, paragraphs, and culturally oriented selections for purposes of answering 

questions about the material and building vocabulary; and 
4. WRITING using vocabulary and structures which have already been learned orally. 

Practical communication in various areas, including food, transportation, shopping and clothing, enhances 
student language skills. 
 

French III HSLF3400 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
This course is for students who demonstrated solid achievement in French in the middle school or have 
completed French II in high school. The broad aims of this course are: 
1 to understand the target language without frequent references to English; 
2. to be able to ask questions and give information on basic survival topics; 
3. to read not only dialogues but also short stories and connected prose on cultural topics; and 
4. to write using intermediate-level syntax and create short paragraphs on topics which have been 

discussed orally. 
Listening skills are enhanced by authentic media in the language lab. Practical communication topics include 
daily living, housing, health and transportation. 
 

French III Honors HSLF3600 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: French II Honors 
This course is for students who demonstrate excellent achievement in French at the middle school program 
or from French II, and are considering the Advanced Placement Program. While the basic goals of the course 
are similar to those of French III, the materials used and expectations are more demanding in all skill areas. 
Listening skills are enhanced by audio tapes and CDs as well as authentic media in the language lab. Students 
are expected to be able to discuss a range of topics and readings in the target language. Practical 
communication topics include daily living, housing, health and transportation. 
 

French IV HSLF4400 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: French III 
This course combines conversation, grammar review, and reading of selected prose as the students continue 
to build their proficiency in the four skills. Units on the francophone world and on current events provide 
many opportunities to practice skills as well as to expand ability and learn new material. Listening skills are 
enhanced by audio tapes/CDs as well as authentic media in the language lab. Higher-level grammatical 
concepts are introduced through a variety of themes emphasizing the practical use of the language. 
 

French IV Honors HSLF4600 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: French III Honors 
The emphasis in this course is on a high level of oral and written communication while continuing to work 
toward mastery of French grammar. Students read short stories, poetry, newspaper and magazine articles and 
a French novel. Students write compositions in French with an increased level of accuracy of expression on 
an increasing variety of topics. Different authentic print materials will be used in the classroom. Situational 
activities, authentic media, interviews, classroom discussions and email activities with other language students 
provide opportunities to improve and develop language ability. 
  



64 

French V HSLF6400 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: French IV 
This course emphasizes the application of the student's ability to use the spoken and written language in a 
wide variety of situations, especially in the areas of business and travel. Readings consist of contemporary 
prose, short stories and drama as well as magazines and newspapers. Cultural and current events of the 
French speaking world provide opportunities for students to use their language to improve skill development 
in all skill areas. Authentic media will be included to reinforce, challenge and extend student learning.  
 

French V – Honors HSLF6600 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: French IV Honors 
This course is designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Language class and expands 
students’ ability to express themselves in spoken and written forms in French. Along with a general review of 
French grammar, students will read appropriate and representative works of literature. They will read about 
life in the francophone world, and will be expected to discuss readings and contemporary issues in French. 
Authentic media will be included to reinforce, challenge and extend student learning. Activities and 
assessments incorporated in the curriculum provide practice with content and format for the AP Exam. 
 

French VI HSLF8400 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: French V 
This course relies heavily on authentic print materials and contemporary literature representative of the 
francophone world. Composition and speaking assignments reflect advanced grammatical concepts. Current 
global issues discussed reflect and acknowledge differences in cultural perspectives. Authentic media will be 
included to reinforce, challenge and extend student learning.  
 

Advanced Contemporary French Studies HSLF8601 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: French V Honors 
The course objective is to maintain a high level of skill in understanding, speaking, reading and writing in 
French while deepening student’s understanding of francophone cultures.  Through cinema, the arts, current 
events and literature, students will explore French culture and its place in history and in today’s world.  
Through the use of media and technology, students will create journals and portfolios to explore their skills 
and interests, and showcase their talents through a capstone project.  
 

Advanced Placement French  HSLF8700 1 Credit 
Language and Culture 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: French V Honors 
This college level course emphasizes continued development of the four language skills with a high level of 
proficiency in both spoken and written language in formal and conversational situations. Students will refine 
their understanding of grammatical structures, build their vocabulary, read material ranging from the 
contemporary press to modern classics and continue to develop their ability to speak on topics of general 
interest.  Students must relate the course content to sociocultural, geopolitical, historical, and literary contexts 
in French.  Substantial preparation for the AP exam includes practice with writing prompts and authentic 
media, in addition to taking sample AP tests. Participation in the Advanced Placement exam is an expectation 
of this course. 
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SPANISH 
 

Spanish for Spanish Speakers HSLS1200 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
This course is designed for students who have a strong Spanish language background and speak the language 
among family and friends. Building on each student’s comprehension and verbal abilities, the class will extend 
listening and speaking skills, as well as strengthen reading and writing skills. This class is open to all grade 
levels and will support student achievement in order to be successful at Spanish offerings at the highest levels.  
 

Spanish I HSLS1400 1 Credit  
Grades 9-12 
This course begins the development of language skills in Spanish with early emphasis on listening and 
speaking to introduce students to the rich and varied cultures of the Spanish-speaking world. Classroom 
activities include: use of taped/CD material and visual aids for comprehension, pronunciation, and 
conversation stimuli; dialogues, oral and written exercises; explanation of basic grammatical patterns in 
Spanish; reading of short passages with discussion; vocabulary building; and use of video for reinforcement. 
Practical communication in various areas, including home and school life, enhances student language skills. 
 

Spanish II HSLS2400 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
This course is a continuation of Spanish I for those who begin Spanish in high school. The course is also 
designed for some students coming from the middle school program. Students will continue to build 
proficiency in the four basic skills: 

1. LISTENING for imitation and comprehension of simple conversations;  
2. SPEAKING in basic sentence patterns and in a manner, acceptable to native speakers; 
3. READING simple dialogues, paragraphs, and culturally oriented selections for purposes of answering 

questions about the material and building vocabulary; and  
4. WRITING using vocabulary and structures which have already been learned orally. 

 

Practical communication in various areas, including food, transportation, shopping and clothing, enhances 
student language skills. 
 

Spanish III HSLS3400 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish II 
This course is designed for students who have demonstrated solid performance in Spanish in middle school 
or who have completed Spanish II in high school. The broad aims of this intermediate course are:  
1.  to understand the target language without frequent references to English,  
2.  to be able to ask questions and give information on a variety of basic survival topics,  
3.  to read both dialogues as well as short stories and connected prose on cultural topics, and  
4. to write using intermediate levels of sentence structure and create short paragraphs on topics which 

have been discussed orally. Listening skills are enhanced by authentic media in the language lab. 
Practical communication topics include daily living, housing, health and transportation. 

 

Spanish III – Honors HSLS3600 1 Credit 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish II 
This course is designed for students who have demonstrated excellent performance in Spanish at the middle 
school program or from Spanish II, and are considering the Advanced Placement Program. While the basic 
goals of the course are similar to those of Spanish III, the materials used and expectations are more 
demanding in all skill areas. 
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Listening skills are enhanced by audio tapes/CDs as well as authentic media in the language lab. Students are 
expected to be able to discuss a range of topics and readings in the target language. Practical communication 
topics include daily living, housing, health and transportation. 
 

Spanish IV HSLS4400 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12  
Prerequisite: Spanish III 
This course combines conversation, grammar review, and reading of selected prose as the students continue 
to build their proficiency in the four skills. Units on the Spanish speaking world and on current events 
provide many opportunities to practice skills as well as to expand ability and learn new material. Listening 
skills are enhanced by audio tapes/CDs as well as authentic media in the language lab. Higher-level 
grammatical concepts are introduced through a variety of themes emphasizing the practical use of the 
language. 
 

Spanish IV – Honors HSLS4600 1 Credit 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish III Honors 
The emphasis in this course is on a high level of oral and written communication while continuing to work 
toward mastery of Spanish grammar. Students read short stories, poetry, newspaper and magazine articles and 
a Spanish novel. Students write compositions in Spanish with an increased level of accuracy of expression on 
an increasing variety of topics. Different authentic print materials will be used in the classroom. Situational 
activities, authentic media, interviews, classroom discussions and email activities with other language students 
provide opportunities to improve and develop language ability. 
 

Spanish V HSLS6400 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish IV 
The objective of this course is the understanding of one’s identity as a member of a larger community 
through collaboration, literacy, critical thinking skills, and global awareness.  By listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing, the student will apply their Spanish skills in a wide variety of contexts, including authentic 
documents and community resources.  The courses content supports 21st century skill development, by 
engaging students to compare and contrast cultural practices, perspectives and products, by making 
interdisciplinary connections, and by extending learning beyond the walls of the classroom. 
 

Spanish V – Honors HSLS6600 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish IV Honors 
This course is designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Language class and expands 
students’ ability to express themselves in spoken and written forms in Spanish. Along with a general review of 
Spanish grammar, students will read appropriate and representative works of literature. They will read about 
life in the Spanish speaking world, and will be expected to discuss readings and contemporary issues in 
Spanish cultures. Authentic media will be included to reinforce, challenge and extend student learning. 
Activities and assessments incorporated in the curriculum provide practice with content and format for the 
AP Exam. 
 

Spanish VI HSLS8400 1 Credit 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish V 
This course relies heavily on real print materials and contemporary literature representative of the Spanish 
speaking world. Composition assignments will reflect advanced grammatical concepts and writing for 
different purposes. Current authentic media and Spanish for use in the business world will be incorporated 
into class activities. Current global issues that are discussed reflect and acknowledge differences in cultural 
perspectives. 
 



67 

Advanced Placement Spanish HSLS8702 1 Credit 
Language & Culture 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish V Honors 
This college level course emphasizes continued development of the four language skills with a high level of 
proficiency in both spoken and written language in formal and conversational situations. Students will refine 
their understanding of grammatical structures, build their vocabulary, read material ranging from the 
contemporary press to modern classics and continue to develop their ability to speak on topics of general 
interest. Substantial preparation for the AP exam includes practice with writing prompts, authentic media, in 
addition to taking sample AP tests. Participation in the Advanced Placement exam is an expectation of this 
course. 
 
 
 

Advanced Placement Spanish  HSLS8703 1 Credit 
Literature & Culture 
Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish V Honors; AP Spanish Language & Culture 
This college level course is a survey course of identified works of Spanish Literature. The curriculum focuses 
on representative works of Peninsular and Latin American authors from the Middle Ages through the 
Spanish Golden Age (Siglo de Oro), and it also includes works of the 19th and 20th centuries. Student will read 
and analyze poems, plays, short stories and chapters of classical novels. Participation in the Advanced 
Placement exam is an expectation of this course. 
Note: Heritage language speakers of Spanish require department supervisor approval.  
 

Summer Spanish Exchange Program HSLS1550 1 Credit 
Grades 10-11 
The West Hartford Public School District has an on-going exchange program with a sister school in Madrid, 
Spain. During odd-numbered years (2013-2015) a group from West Hartford travels to Spain and even-
numbered years (2014-2016,) a group of students from Madrid comes to West Hartford. Each travel 
experience includes a short excursion to see some of the country followed by a three week home stay with a 
Spanish family. Over the years, hundreds of West Hartford students have participated in this program and 
have found it to be a rewarding experience. This program involves a two-year commitment: one summer that 
involves hosting and one summer of travel. Students interested in participating should ask a Spanish teacher 
or the World Language Department Supervisor for more information. 
  

Please refer to page 12 regarding Early College Experience registration and fee information 
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All students are encouraged to participate in the interscholastic program. Twenty nine varsity sports are 
offered with numerous opportunities for sub varsity experiences. Both boys' and girls' teams compete in the 
Western Division of the Central Connecticut Conference. Students should note that participation in sports is 
not to be considered as a replacement for the regularly scheduled physical education program. 
 

Athletic Team Eligibility 
Student eligibility on High School athletic teams is controlled by the rules of eligibility adopted by the 
Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference. You are NOT eligible: 
1. If you are not taking at least four units of work. 
2. If you have not passed at least four units at the end of the last marking period. 
3. If you have reached your 20th birthday. A student-athlete will not be allowed to start a season or compete 
during a season in which his/her twentieth birthday falls. 
4. If you transfer from one member school to another in grades 10-12 without a corresponding change of 
legal address you may be subject to a 50% sit out in your first varsity sport you played at your previous school 
that you may wish to play at your new school.  Check with your athletic director to see if this rule with apply 
to your transfer. 
5. If you play or practice with an outside team in the same sport while a member of the school team. 
6. If you play under an assumed name on an outside team. 
7. If you receive payment for participation in any athletic activity. 
 

Eight Semester Rule: A student has eight (8) consecutive semesters or four (4) consecutive years of eligibility 
from the date of initial entry into ninth grade to be eligible for interscholastic competition.  Students 
who are not eligible or elect to not participate do not preserve additional semesters for use at a later time.  
There is no fifth year of eligibility per se 
 

BOYS’ SPORTS     GIRLS’ SPORTS 
FALL   WINTER  SPRING  FALL               WINTER  SPRING 
FOOTBALL BASKETBALL BASEBALL FIELD HOCKEY BASKETBALL  TENNIS 
Varsity   Varsity   Varsity   Varsity    Varsity   Varsity 
J.V.  J.V.  J.V.  J.V.   J.V.   J.V. 
Freshman  Freshman  Freshman  Freshman   Freshman 
 

CROSS   SWIMMING  TENNIS   SWIMMING  GYMNASTICS  SOFTBALL 
COUNTRY & DIVING  Varsity    & DIVING  Varsity   Varsity 
Varsity    J.V.     J.V.  J.V. 
J.V.            Freshman 
 

SOCCER  ICE HOCKEY  GOLF   CROSS    INDOOR GOLF 
Varsity     Varsity   COUNTRY   TRACK 
J.V.     J.V.  

Freshman  INDOOR TRACK   CHEERLEADING  CHEERLEADING 
  

WRESTLING  LACROSSE   VOLLEYBALL  ICE HOCKEY LACROSSE 
Varsity  Varsity    Varsity      Varsity 
J.V.   J.V.    J.V.      J.V. 
Freshman  Freshman   Freshman     Freshman 
 

TRACK   SOCCER     TRACK 
Varsity   Varsity     Varsity 
J.V.   J.V     J.V. 
Freshman   Freshman 
 

   VOLLEYBALL 
 

INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS/CIAC ELIGIBILITY  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Courses 
 

 NCAA Division I requires 16 core courses.  NCAA Division II currently requires 14 core courses.  
Division II will require 16 core courses for students enrolling on or after August 1, 2013.  See the charts below. 

 NCAA Division I will require 10 core courses to be completed prior to the seventh semester (seven of 
the 10 must be a combination of English, math or natural or physical science that meet the distribution 
requirements below).  These 10 courses become "locked in" at the seventh semester and cannot be retaken for 
grade improvement. 
o Beginning August 1, 2016, it will be possible for a Division I college-bound student-athlete to still receive 

athletics aid and the ability to practice with the team if he or she fails to meet the 10 course requirement, 
but would not be able to compete. 

 

Test Scores 
 

 Division I uses a sliding scale to match test scores and core grade-point averages (GPA).  The sliding scale for 
those requirements is shown on Page No. 2 of this sheet. 

 Division II requires a minimum SAT score of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68. 

 The SAT score used for NCAA purposes includes only the critical reading and math sections.  The writing 
section of the SAT is not used. 

 The ACT score used for NCAA purposes is a sum of the following four sections:  English, mathematics, reading 
and science. 

 When you register for the SAT or ACT, use the NCAA Eligibility Center code of 9999 to ensure all 
SAT and ACT scores are reported directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center from the testing agency.  
Test scores that appear on transcripts will not be used. 
 

Grade-Point Average 
 

 Be sure to look at your high school’s List of NCAA Courses on the NCAA Eligibility Center's website 
(www.eligibilitycenter.org).  Only courses that appear on your school's List of NCAA Courses will be used in the 
calculation of the core GPA.  Use the list as a guide. 

 Division I students enrolling full time before August 1, 2016, should use Sliding Scale A to determine 
eligibility to receive athletics aid, practice and competition during the first year.  

 Division I GPA required to receive athletics aid and practice on or after August 1, 2016, is 2.000 
(corresponding test-score requirements are listed on Sliding Scale B on Page No. 2 of this sheet). 

 Division I GPA required to be eligible for competition on or after August 1, 2016, is 2.300 (corresponding 
test-score requirements are listed on Sliding Scale B on Page No. 2 of this sheet). 

 The Division II core GPA requirement is a minimum of 2.000. 

 Remember, the NCAA GPA is calculated using NCAA core courses only. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

4 years of English. 

3 years of mathematics (Algebra I 
or higher). 

2 years of natural/physical science 
(1 year of lab if offered by high 
school). 

1 year of additional English, 
mathematics or natural/physical 
science. 

2 years of social science. 

4 years of additional courses (from 
any area above, foreign 
language or comparative 
religion/philosophy). 

 

3 years of English. 

2 years of mathematics (Algebra I or 
higher). 

2 years of natural/physical science (1 
year of lab if offered by high 
school). 

3 years of additional English, 

mathematics or natural/physical 
science. 

2 years of social science. 

4 years of additional courses (from 

any area above, foreign language 
or comparative religion/philosophy). 

Divisions I and II Initial-Eligibility Requirements 

 

3 years of English. 

2 years of mathematics (Algebra I 
or higher). 

2 years of natural/physical science 
(1 year of lab if offered by high 
school). 

2 years of additional English, 
mathematics or natural/physical 
science. 

2 years of social science. 

3 years of additional courses (from 
any area above, foreign 
language or comparative 
religion/philosophy). 

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
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Sliding Scale A 

Use for Division I prior to August 1, 2016 

NCAA DIVISION I SLIDING SCALE 
Core GPA SAT ACT 

 Verbal and Math ONLY 

3.550 & above 400 37 
3.525 410 38 
3.500 420 39 
3.475 430 40 
3.450 440 41 
3.425 450 41 
3.400 460 42 
3.375 470 42 
3.350 480 43 
3.325 490 44 
3.300 500 44 
3.275 510 45 
3.250 520 46 
3.225 530 46 
3.200 540 47 
3.175 550 47 
3.150 560 48 
3.125 570 49 
3.100 580 49 
3.075 590 50 
3.050 600 50 
3.025 610 51 
3.000 620 52 
2.975 630 52 
2.950 640 53 
2.925 650 53 
2.900 660 54  
2.875 670 55 
2.850 680 56 
2.825 690 56 
2.800 700 57 
2.775 710 58 
2.750 720 59 
2.725 730 59 
2.700 730 60 
2.675 740-750 61 
2.650 760 62 
2.625 770 63 
2.600 780 64 
2.575 790 65 
2.550 800 66 
2.525 810 67 
2.500 820 68 
2.475 830 69 
2.450 840-850 70 
2.425 860 70 
2.400 860 71 
2.375 870 72 
2.350 880 73 
2.325 890 74 
2.300 900 75 
2.275 910 76 
2.250 920 77 
2.225 930 78 
2.200 940 79 
2.175 950 80 
2.150 960 80 
2.125 960 81 
2.100 970 82 
2.075 980 83 
2.050 990 84 
2.025 1000 85 
2.000 1010 86 

Sliding Scale B 
Use for Division I beginning August 1, 2016 

NCAA DIVISION I SLIDING SCALE 
GPA 

for Aid and Practice 
GPA 

for Competition 
SAT ACT 

Sum 
3.550 4.000 400 37 
3.525 3.975 410 38 
3.500 3.950 420 39 
3.475 3.925 430 40 
3.450 3.900 440 41 
3.425 3.875 450 41 
3.400 3.850 460 42 
3.375 3.825 470 42 
3.350 3.800 480 43 
3.325 3.775 490 44 
3.300 3.750 500 44 
3.275 3.725 510 45 
3.250 3.700 520 46 
3.225 3.675 530 46 
3.200 3.650 540 47 
3.175 3.625 550 47 
3.150 3.600 560 48 
3.125 3.575 570 49 
3.100 3.550 580 49 
3.075 3.525 590 50 
3.050 3.500 600 50 
3.025 3.475 610 51 
3.000 3.450 620 52 
2.975 3.425 630 52 
2.950 3.400 640 53 
2.925 3.375 650 53 
2.900 3.350 660 54 
2.875 3.325 670 55 
2.850 3.300 680 56 
2.825 3.275 690 56 
2.800 3.250 700 57 
2.775 3.225 710 58 
2.750 3.200 720 59 
2.725 3.175 730 60 
2.700 3.150 740 61 
2.675 3.125 750 61 
2.650 3.100 760 62 
2.625 3.075 770 63 
2.600 3.050 780 64 
2.575 3.025 790 65 
2.550 3.000 800 66 
2.525 2.975 810 67 
2.500 2.950 820 68 
2.475 2.925 830 69 
2.450 2.900 840 70 
2.425 2.875 850 70 
2.400 2.850 860 71 
2.375 2.825 870 72 
2.350 2.800 880 73 
2.325 2.775 890 74 
2.300 2.750 900 75 
2.275 2.725 910 76 
2.250 2.700 920 77 
2.225 2.675 930 78 
2.200 2.650 940 79 
2.175 2.625 950 80 
2.150 2.600 960 81 
2.125 2.575 970 82 
2.100 2.550 980 83 
2.075 2.525 990 84 
2.050 2.500 1000 85 
2.025 2.475 1010 86 
2.000 2.450 1020 86 
 2.425 1030 87 
 2.400 1040 88 
 2.375 1050 89 
 2.350 1060 90 
 2.325 1070 91 
 2.300 1080 93 

For more information, visit the NCAA 
Eligibility Center website at 
www.eligibilitycenter.org. 

Page No. 2 Page No. 2 Page No. 2 
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For more information or to register call 860-561-6900

2013 - HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Held at: Hall High School, 975 North Main Street ,West Hartford, CT 06117

Principal - David Downes

Monday, June 24 - Thursday, August 1.  No school July 4 - Hours 7:30 a.m. - 12:20 p.m.
(Winter school cancellations may delay the start of summer school)

REGISTRATION
Until Thursday, June 20, registration is
through the Continuing Education 
Office by:

Online: Registration will be available
online beginning in February. Visit our
website at whlifelearn.org and click on
“summer”.

Phone: Monday through Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

MasterCard or VISA or DISCOVER
860-561-6900 

Fax: (24 hours / 7 days)

MasterCard or VISA or DISCOVER
860-561-6907 

Mail:

Summer Options 
Continuing Education Office
50 South Main Street, Room 130
West Hartford, CT 06107-2447

Walk-In:

Continuing Education Office
West Hartford Town Hall
50 South Main Street, Room 130
Monday through Friday - 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Starting Thursday, June 20, all 
registrations will take place through the
Summer High School office at Hall
High School from 7:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m, either in person, or by phone
at 860-232-4561, Ext. 1277. 

CONFIRMATION OF REGISTRATION
Placement in class can be assumed
unless notified by the summer school
office. No confirmation will be
mailed.

FINANCIAL AID
A limited amount of financial aid is
available to assist West Hartford 
residents of public school age who
require financial assistance. For applica-
tions consult a guidance counselor.
Applications are available after April
vacation and are due Fri., June 7.

FEES
Tuition fees: Residents and 
collaborating towns:

1/4 credit; $289 (Non-residents $329)

1/2 credit; $359 (Non-residents $399)

1 credit; $684 (Non-residents $739) 

Registration fee: Please add a non-
refundable registration fee of $15 per
student. Each student must pay the reg-
istration fee only once per summer,
regardless of the number of courses or
programs selected. Make checks
payable to West Hartford Public
Schools 

Tuition: Tuition and registration fee are
due at the time of registration.

Refund Policy: Registration fee is non-
refundable unless a course is filled or
cancelled by the Continuing Education
Office. A full tuition refund excluding
the registration fee if the student elects
to leave the program for any reason
prior to the close of business on the first
day of the semester.

COURSE CANCELLATION
The Summer School Program, or any
specific course or activity therein, may
be modified or cancelled due to insuffi-
cient enrollment. Decisions on the can-
cellation of a course due to a lack of
enrollment may be made up to two days
prior to the start of the course. The
Summer School will call the home of
any students enrolled in a course that is
cancelled.

CREDIT INFORMATION
All credit courses meet the minimum
state requirement for the number of
instructional hours offered and are
approved for credit by the West
Hartford/Hartford/Bloomfield Boards
of Education.

All students must check with their
guidance counselor if they plan to
take courses for credit toward their
local graduation requirements, as
some credit courses may require
prior approval of the student’s
Department Head/Department
Supervisor.

Summer courses are intensive and move
through a year’s curriculum in six
weeks.  Students may not achieve at the
same level as during the school year.

No credit or grade will be released by
the Summer School unless tuition
payments and book obligations are
paid in full.

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
On the first day of school, each student
will receive a Student/Parent Handbook
and a written description of the teacher’s
Academic Procedures. A parent signature
is required to verify that the parent has
read the handbook. Copies will also be
available in the summer school office.

OPEN HOUSE FOR PARENTS
Parents are invited to an Open House
for first semester on Wednesday, June
26, from 7:00-7:20 a.m. during which
time the teacher will describe the cur-
riculum and expectations of the
course. A second semester Open
House will take place on Wednesday,
July 24, also from 7:00-7:20 a.m.

     



Visit our Website: www.whlifelearn.org

2013 - HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM INFORMATION

STUDENT ATTENDANCE
Summer School credit courses meet
approximately four and a half hours
(4.5 hrs.) per day. This time allotment
makes each summer school day the
equivalent of one week of school during
the regular school year. Consequently,
all students will be expected to attend
every day. Summer school attendance
policy mandates that unexcused or
excessive absences may lead to course
failure and, therefore, loss of course
credit. 
In short, if students will miss more
than two class days in a semester,
they should not plan to attend class
for credit. Specific attendance require-
ments are stated in the Student-Parent
Handbook.

HOMEWORK
Students must expect to devote a sig-
nificant amount of time on homework
on a daily basis. Students holding jobs
while attending summer school may
find it difficult to allocate the time
needed to complete their homework.

HOMEWORK CENTER
The Homework Center is open four
days per week, Monday through
Thursday, from 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. The
center provides students help with
homework and access to computers,
math and language arts tutors, in a quiet
atmosphere for completing assignments.
It is open to all summer school students.
Late bus transportation is provided to
Bloomfield, Hartford, and West
Hartford students. All other students
must provide their own transportation.

EXPELLED STUDENTS
Students currently expelled by a public
school district may not attend this
Summer School.

ROOM ASSIGNMENTS
Room assignments for each course will
be posted on the first day of each
semester inside the school entrances.

SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS
The Summer High School will make
reasonable accommodations to meet the
needs of all students. Summer School is
a regular education program. Special
education services are not provided. It
is the responsibility of parents who
wish to have the classroom teacher be
aware of their student’s instructional
modifications to provide the teacher
with the list of accommodations
approved as noted in the latest individu-
alized education plan (IEP) or Section
504 Plan. 

AUTO TRANSPORTATION
Student Parking: Students must park
only in the student parking lot at Hall
High School. The student parking lot is
located on the side of the school off the
main driveway or off Hyde Road. 

Drop-Off and Pick-Up: All vehicles
dropping off or picking up students
must use the main entrance to the
school campus at 975 North Main St.

BUS TRANSPORTATION
There is limited bus transportation
available to eligible students for a nom-
inal fee of $50 per semester, or $25 if
taking 7-day health class. STudents
must live at least two miles from Hall
High School to be eligible for bus
trasportation. Stuents will be picked up
between 6:40 and 7:00 a.m. and will be
transported home at the close of the
school day, which is 12:20 p.m., except
on the last day of each semester, when
pick-up will be at 11:40 a.m. Routes
and pick-up locations are fixed and will
be posted in the Summer Options cata-
log mailed to all West Hartord homes in
April. Bus drop-off and pick-up is
located on the back side of the school.
Stops will be eliminated if not utilized
in the first week of the semester. 

MEDICAL INFORMATION
If your child is not enrolled in a
Connecticut school, a blue State of
Connecticut “Health Assessment
Record” must be included with the
High School Registration Form prior to
enrollment. Forms are available at the
Continuing Education Office.

SCHOOL CLOSINGS
Any closing of summer school for rea-
sons such as inclement weather will be
announced on radio stations
WTIC - 1080 AM, and 96-5 FM,
WDRC - 1360 AM, and 102.9 FM:
WVIT-TV Channel 30, WFSB Channel
3; or call the Continuing Education
office at 860-561-6900.
Any day of school lost due to a closing
will be made up at the end of the semes-
ter.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
We discourage students from having
any electronic devices in school,
including cell phones, because class-
rooms cannot be left secured and
devices are easily lost or stolen.
Students may not use cell phones
during the school day.
USB/Flash Storage Device
It is highly recommended that students
who may be using a computer at Hall to
complete assignments should bring a
USB/flash storage device to store
their work.  Students cannot email
work from home to a school account
during the summer.

STUDENT TO-DO LIST��

• Check with your guidance counselor 
early to see if summer school fits into
your high school program.

• Look at your total 4-year high school
experience to see when summer
school works best for you.

• Start setting aside money now to
cover the tuition fees.

• Ask students who have attended
summer school what it was like.

• Check with your teachers for their
opinion as to what courses would be
best for you.

• You don’t have to fail to take 
summer school - approximately 7 of
every 10 students take summer
school to get ahead on credit or just
to improve skills.



For more information or to register call 860-561-6900

2013 - HIGH SCHOOL COURSES

FULL YEAR 
ONE-CREDIT COURSES

HALF YEAR
HALF-CREDIT COURSES

7:30-12:20 p.m. for 28 days
A student may select one
course for the full 28 days for
one full credit, or only one
semester of a course (14
days) for one half credit.

Dismissal and bus pickup
on the last day of the semes-
ter will be at 11:40 a.m.

Fee for one-credit courses
(First and Second
Semester)
$684 (resident)
$739 (non-resident)

If only taking one semester
(1/2 credit) of listed courses:
Resident $359
Non-Resident $399

FIRST SEMESTER SECOND SEMESTER 
MON., JUNE 24 - FRI., JULY 12 MON., JULY 15 - THURS., AUGUST 1

• Community School • Community School 
• English 9 * • English 9 *
• English 10 * • English 10 *
• Literature and Writing • Literature and Writing  
• Modern American Literature • Modern American Literature
• Writing • Writing  
• Business Math A • Business Math B
• Algebra I (L3) • Algebra I (L3)
• Algebra 1 (L2) • Algebra 1 (L2)
• Algebra II (L3) • Algebra II (L3)
• Algebra II (L2) • Algebra II (L2
• Geometry (L3) • Geometry (L3)
• Geometry (L2) • Geometry (L2)
• Earth Science • Earth Science
• Biology • Biology
• Chemistry • Chemistry
• Physics • Physics
• Modern World History # • Modern World History#
• U.S. History • U.S. History

Notes regarding West Hartford Public School students:
* Students may take English 9 or English 10 only to make up credit.
# If Modern World History is taken for get ahead credit, both semesters must be taken.
Incoming 9th graders may take a math course for credit only with the permission of the
department head. 

7:30-12:20 p.m. for 14 days 
A student may select one
course in each semester for a
total of two courses. 

Dismissal and bus pickup on
the last day of the semester
will be at 11:40 a.m. 

Fee for half-credit courses
$359 (resident)
$399 (non-resident)

FIRST SEMESTER SECOND SEMESTER
MON., JUNE 24 - FRI., JULY 12 MON., JULY 15 - THURS., AUGUST 1

• American Government/Civics •American Government/Civics 
• Introduction to Psychology • Human Rights
• Drawing • Drawing
• Ceramics • Ceramics
• Foods I 

• Junior Physical Education (Sem. 1) 7:30-9:45 a.m. and Junior Physical Education (Sem. 2)
7:30-9:45 a.m (West Hartford Public School Juniors must take both semesters of 

physical education for 1/2 credit unless the course is for remedial purposes and only one
semester (1/4 credit) is necessary to make up credit.)

For Art Classes
$384 (resident)
$439 (non-resident)



Visit our Website: www.whlifelearn.org

2013 - HIGH SCHOOL COURSES
QUARTER CREDIT
COURSES

NON-CREDIT COURSES

Fee for quarter-credit courses
$289 (resident)
$329 (non-resident)

• Health - 7 days each (Choose One)
Session A: 7:30 - 12:20 p.m. for 7 days: Mon., June 24 - Tues., July 2

Session B: 7:30 - 12:20 p.m. for 7 days: Wed., July 3 - Fri., July 12

Session C: 7:30 - 12:20 p.m. for 7 days: Mon., July 15 - Tues., July 23

Session D: 7:30 - 12:20 p.m. for 7 days: Wed., July 24 - Thurs., August 1

• Senior Physical Education:

First Semester: 7:30 - 9:45 a.m. for 14 days: Mon., June 24 - Fri., July 12

Second Semester: 7:30 - 9:45 a.m. for 14 days: Mon., July 15 - Thurs., August 1

Fee for non-credit courses
$289 (resident)
$329 (non-resident)
(See cost for SAT below)

FIRST SEMESTER SECOND SEMESTER
MON., JUNE 24 - FRI., JULY 12 MON., JULY 15 - THURS., AUGUST 1
7:30 - 9:50 a.m. 7:30 - 9:50 a.m.

• SAT Preparation: (Verbal) • SAT Preparation: (Math)
• SAT Preparation: (Math) • SAT Preparation: (Verbal)
• Study Skills - Organizing for High School
• Writing a Standout College Essay 
• Introduction to Algebra - (Open to students entering grades 6-8)

FIRST SEMESTER SECOND SEMESTER
MON., JUNE 24 - FRI., JULY 12 MON., JULY 15 - THURS., AUGUST 1
10:00 -12:20 p.m. 10:00 -12:20 p.m.

• SAT Preparation: (Math) • SAT Preparation: (Verbal)
• SAT Preparation: (Verbal) • SAT Preparation: (Math)
• Intensive Reading Skills Development
• Writing a Standout College Essay
• Study Skills for Middle School - (Open to students entering grades 6-8)
• ESOL (7:30-12:20 p.m.) - $359 (resident)  $399 (non-resident)

SAT Cost including book:
$289 ($329 non-residents) 
Per Two Hour Section 
non- credit
$540 ($630 non-residents) 
for both Verbal and Math
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