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IB Inquirer 3 

Transdisciplinary Theme:  

Sharing the Planet – communities and the relationships with and between them 

 

Central Idea:  

Living things adapt in order to survive. 

 

A study into (lines of inquiry): 

 The structures and behaviors of plants and animals (form) 

 Plant and animal adaptations (causation) 

 Our responsibility as global citizens to protect habitats (responsibility) 

Background:  

Students investigate the physical and behavioral adaptations that living things 

have in order to survive. During these investigations, they study why living 

things go through a process of change, and what factors affect these 

changes. Students learn how human societies impact the environment – and our 

responsibility to protect the earth. 

 

Student Final Project:  

Students will create an “investigations” poster describing a self-created 

animal. They will describe the adaptations specific to that animal – and the 

process of change the animal has gone through as a result of the changing 

environment – including the impact of humans. 

 

Technology Tie-In: 

During this unit, students will be working on Microsoft Word in the computer 

lab. 

 

Wild Things – Unit 1 
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Field Experiences:  

Students will learn firsthand about animal adaptations by visiting local habitats in 

Westmoor Park (W. Htfd.). They will engage in a “Birds of Prey” presentation at 

Charter Oak, which will feature live birds such as an eagle, hawk, falcon and/or owl. 

 

Learner Profiles & Attitudes:  

Students will be curious about how living things adapt to their environment. Through 

their inquiries, they will enthusiastically investigate answers on their own. They will 

think critically about human impact on the environment, and use integrity to analyze 

how they are personally taking care of their own surroundings. Students will 

creatively present their learning in the design of their animal adaptation poster. 

 

Key Concepts:  

Children will study the structure and behaviors of animals (form); inquire into the 

cause of animal adaptations; and learn how to be responsible for their own 

environment.  

 

Approaches to Learning:  

Throughout the unit, students will use their research skills when they develop 

questions and gather information about animal adaptations. They will use their 

communication skills while listening during reading and video presentations and when 

recording information in their science journals. They will create a poster which 

clearly and logically presents their learning; and present it to an audience. 
 

TRY THIS! 
 

 Walk around your neighborhood. Every time you see an animal, talk about what 
adaptations it uses to survive. 

 Look around your house. What adaptations have you made in order to survive in 
New England? 

 Challenge each other to find out the answer to an adaptation question: Why do 
lions have rough tongues? Why do polar bears have translucent (clear) hair? 
How does a crocodile see under water? What unusual method does the Round 
Island Day Gecko have for defending itself? 

 
Websites: 
http://fen.com/studentactivities/CCCNet/sciencelab/Animals/AnimalAdapts.html 
 
http://library.thinkquest.org/J001644F/ 

PARENTS: Additionally, on the Media Center webpage, for each unit there will be suggested titles for more reading 

on the topics and ideas in the units. These books are available in the school library. 

http://fen.com/studentactivities/CCCNet/sciencelab/Animals/AnimalAdapts.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/J001644F/
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Parents: please fill out any that apply and return to your child’s teacher. 
 
My child is displaying the learner profiles from his/her IB unit              

(inquirers, thinkers). Here are some examples: 
 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
Here is how my child is showing the IB attitudes                                                     

(enthusiasm, curiosity, creativity, integrity): 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
My child has been demonstrating the approaches to learning (research, communication) by: 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
My child has taken action (additional investigations, trying to make a 

difference, reading more about the subject, doing an independent project, 

teaching others, etc.) regarding this unit. Here’s how: 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________  

IB AT HOME Name ______________________  

Teacher ____________________ 



Key Concepts 

IB Elements that Grade 3 students are focusing on during Unit 1/Sharing the Planet: 

Learner 
Profiles 

Attitudes 

Approaches to 
Learning 

 
What is it like? 

Everything has a form with recognizable features which 

can be observed, identified, described and categorized. 
 
 

What is…? 

What are…? 

What kind of…? 

What is it like? 

What patterns to you see? 

How do you describe…? 

 
Why is it the way it is? 

Things do not just happen; there are casual relationships 

at work and actions have consequences. 
 
 

How did this begin? 

What caused this to happen? 

How did _____ lead to _____? 

What influenced…? 

How did _____ affect _____? 

Creativity
We are creative and imaginative in our thinking, 

and in our approach to problem-solving.

I am thoughtful and 
creative. I try to solve 
problems and make 
good decisions. I keep 
persisting if work gets 
difficult.

THINKER
I connect the things I know.

I like to discover new 
things about the world.  
I am enthusiastic and 
curious. I work to 
find answers to my 
questions. I will carry          
this love of learning 
throughout my life.

INQUIRER
I ask questions and do research to learn new things.

Research Skills
Formulating Questions

Observing

Planning

Collecting Data

Recording Data

Organizing Data

Interpreting Data

Presenting Research Findings

Listening

Speaking

Reading

Writing

Viewing

Presenting

Non-verbal Communication

Communication Skills

Curiosity
We are curious about the nature of learning.                
We also wonder about the world, its people,             

and cultures.

Enthusiasm
We enjoy learning and willingly put            

effort into the process.

Integrity
We have a firm sense of fairness and honesty.


