West Hartford Public Schools

Pre-Kindergarten Q & A
Frequently Asked Questions about the Pre-Kindergarten Program
The West Hartford Public School community is excited to offer NAEYC accredited school
day Pre-Kindergarten programs for West Hartford residents at the following locations:
Charter Oak International Academy
425 Oakwood Avenue
West Hartford, CT 06110
(860) 233-8506
Florence E. Smith STEM School
64 St. James Street
West Hartford, CT 06119
(860) 236-3315
Webster Hill School
125 Webster Hill Boulevard
West Hartford, CT 06107
(860) 521-0320
What is a NAEYC Accredited Program?
As a program accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children
(NAEYC), we have demonstrated that our program meets the high standards this association sets
for its members and guarantees we are providing a high quality educational experience.
What is the curriculum?
Teachers implement the Creative Curriculum® for Preschool. This curriculum is strongly
aligned with the State of Connecticut Early Learning and Development standards. These
standards are designed to assure that children engage in developmentally appropriate experiences
that prepare them for a successful transition to Kindergarten.
How old does my child have to be to attend a Pre-Kindergarten program in the West
Hartford Public Schools?
Smith and Webster Hill programs: 4 year old program only. Will accept students with birthdays
from 1/2/2013 to 1/1/2014. (Must be 4 years old on or before January 1, 2018).
Charter Oak programs: Mixed 3 and 4 year old program. Will accept students born between
1/2/2013 and 1/1/2015.
We do not currently accept children that are age-eligible for Kindergarten.
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What is the program schedule?
The Pre-Kindergarten program follows a school day schedule. School hours on Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday are 8:35 a.m. – 3:20 p.m. On Wednesdays, children are dismissed
at 2:00 p.m. for teacher professional development. Pre-Kindergarten programs follow the West
Hartford Public School calendar. We do not have programming over school vacations or summer
vacation.
Are there before and after school programs available at school?
Before and after care is provided by independent agencies at each elementary school. Please
contact the program directly.
 Charter Oak School: Family Resource Center
(860) 929-5573
 Webster Hill School: YW Kidslink
(860) 525-1163
Will transportation be provided for my child?
According to state statutes, children, including Pre-Kindergarteners, who live within a mile of
school, are not eligible for bus transportation and, therefore, walk to school if their families
cannot provide their own transportation. If you are unsure as to whether your house is within the
one-mile mark, contact the Office of Transportation at (860) 561-6647.
Where can I apply for the PreKindergarten program?
Paper applications will be available beginning January 12, 2017 at
 All West Hartford elementary schools
 Residency Office West Hartford Town Hall, Room 154,
50 South Main Street, West Hartford
 www.whps.org
You can also apply online at www.whps.org
May I apply to more than one Pre-Kindergarten program?
No.
Do I have to be a resident of West Hartford to apply for Pre-Kindergarten?
Yes.
All West Hartford residents may apply to Charter Oak International Academy or Smith STEM
School. You must live in the Webster Hill neighborhood to apply for pre-kindergarten at
Webster Hill School.

2

West Hartford Public Schools

Pre-Kindergarten Q & A
How much does the PreKindergarten program cost for
the school year?
Tuition for the 2017-2018 school
year will be between $3,492 and
$4,284 based on family size.
Is financial aid available?
Yes, parents may apply for
financial aid, based on their
income. Proof of income will be
required following acceptance
into the program.

Once you have been accepted in
the lottery, you will be asked to
submit a $50 deposit and
complete an income verification
form. If you choose not to
submit an income verification
form, your tuition will be
between $3,492 and $4,284
based on family size.
Tuition will be due in 10 equal
monthly payments with the first
payment due on August 1, 2017
and the last payment due on
May 1, 2018. Non-payment of
tuition will result in dismissal of
the student.
These tuitions are consistent with
State of CT regulations as of
1/1/2017 and are subject to
change as State of CT
regulations change.
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What if my child is not toilet trained?
It is the policy of the West Hartford Public School Pre-Kindergarten Program that children
registered for school are strongly encouraged to become toilet trained before entering the
program. For children who have not completed their training, a planned approach will be
developed for both school and home, collaboratively implemented by the child’s family and the
teacher to ensure consistency.
What are the health requirements for school entry?
All students entering West Hartford Public Schools Pre-K – Grade 12 must have an up-to-date
physical examination and immunizations prior to attending school. No student will be admitted
to class without these requirements. It is the parent/guardian’s responsibility to provide all
information necessary for school entrance.
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Do I have to register my child before I complete the application for Pre-Kindergarten?
Yes. All students must register in the Residency Office before they are admitted to or evaluated
by the West Hartford Public Schools. Please refer to the information below regarding necessary
documentation and contact information.
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What is the application timeline?
January 12, 2017
Applications will be available at
 All West Hartford elementary schools
 Residency Office West Hartford Town Hall, Room 154,
50 South Main Street, West Hartford
 www.whps.org
February 1, 2017 6:00pm
Open house for Webster Hill Pre-Kindergarten program
Feb. 2 & Feb. 23, 2017 6:30pm Open house for Charter Oak Pre-Kindergarten program
February 9, 2017 6:30pm
Open house for Smith School Pre-Kindergarten program
March 9, 2017 by 4:00pm
Pre-Kindergarten applications due
March 23, 2017
Results of lottery mailed to parents
April 20, 2017
$50 deposit for all students accepted by lottery
August 1, 2017
First tuition payment due (monthly, bi-annually or annually)
August 30, 2017
First day of school
How does the lottery work?
Students will be admitted into a Pre-Kindergarten class through a lottery process. Applications
will be available on January 12, 2017. While early applications are appreciated, no
preference will be given to those received in advance of the deadline of March 9, 2017. All
applications received on or before March 9, 2017, will be included in the lottery. Applications
received after 4:00 pm on March 9, 2017 will be placed on a wait list.
Charter Oak International Academy has 5 Pre-Kindergarten classrooms accommodating 80 three
and four year old students. Smith Pre-Kindergarten program has 1 classroom for 16 four year
old students. Webster Hill has 1 classroom for 16 four year old students.
Once all applications have been received and the lottery numbers assigned, we will select the
first round of students to be accepted to the Pre-Kindergarten programs and place other students
on the waiting list. Parents/guardians in the first round must commit by April 20, 2017 with a
$50.00 deposit, after which we will take students off the waiting list to fill any vacancies that
occur.
Is there a waiting list if my child does not get admitted into the Pre-Kindergarten
program?
Yes, after the lottery is held, you will receive a letter stating whether your child will be offered a
spot in the program or will be placed on the waiting list. As students who are admitted decide
not to attend or move out of West Hartford, vacancies will be filled from the waiting list.
If my child is not accepted into one of the public school Pre-Kindergarten programs,
is there a list of private programs available in West Hartford?
Yes, please call the Office of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment at (860) 561-6671
and ask for a list of preschool programs.
Whom do I call if I still have questions about Pre-Kindergarten in West Hartford?
Call Irene Garneau, Department Supervisor for Early Childhood at (860) 929-5552.
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