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Distribution Of Connections
An on-line version of Connections With the West Hartford Public Schools is now available at http://www.whps.org/connections.pdf. If you do 
not wish to have a copy of Connections mailed to your home, please email connectionsoptout@whps.org with your name, address, child’s 
name and school. Thank you.
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Continuing Education - Learn. Laugh. Live. 

The WHPS Office of Continuing Education invites our families to 
browse our winter/spring LifeLearn program offerings. The LifeLearn 
catalog is mailed to every West Hartford household and is accessible 

online at whlifelearn.org.  Our website allows for easy navigation and 
online registration.  Below are just a few engaging LifeLearn program 
options available to adults, children and teens. 
•  Adult Enrichment offers dynamic learning opportunities: channel 
your inner artist, learn a new language, explore the outdoors, or reboot 
your mind, body and spirit. If you have something that you’d like to 
teach, call us at 860-561-6900. 
•  Adult Academics offers West Hartford residents free day and evening 
classes that meet extensive education, career and community needs 
and interests.  Some programs offer free childcare. 
•  Adult Basic Education (ABE) teaches basic reading, writing and 

Stay Ahead of the 
Technology Curve
Subscribe to eNotify! Our 
new website includes a free 
subscription for parents, staff or 
anyone in the community who 
wants to stay informed with 
school district news and events 
via email or text message! Visit 
www.whps.org and select “families” or 
“faculty/staff” in the upper right corner. 
West Hartford Schools technology news:
• Energy savings! To date, the Town of West 

Hartford and West Hartford Public Schools 
have virtualized more than 84 physical 
servers for efficiencies, energy savings and 
availability of systems for all users. 

• WHPS now has a gigabit infrastructure 
between all buildings and a 10 gigabit 
Internet service; now that’s fast!

• To date, 97 percent of the computers in our 
district have been upgraded or replaced in 
the last two years; our new replacement 
model targets devices before they become 
significantly unreliable to improve access 
to equitable and adequate technology 
throughout the district. 

Upcoming Events

Hall/King Philip, “Luv” Choral Concert
Mon., Feb. 9, at 7 PM
King Philip Middle School Auditorium
No charge

Conard, Choir Pyramid Concert
Mon., Feb. 9, at 7 PM
Conard Auditorium
No charge

Solisti, Chocolate Café
Sat., Feb. 28, at 2 PM & 7 PM
Town Hall Auditorium
$15 table seating/$12 balcony seating  
For more information call 860-232-4561, 
ext. 6389
Tickets: www.solisti.us/events; follow link 
to Chocolate Café tickets

ArtBeat
Townwide Student Art Exhibition
West Hartford Art League Clubhouse 
Gallery on Buena Vista Road
March 11 – April 2 
No charge
Opening Reception, Wed., March 11,  
4:30-6:30 PM
For information, call 860-561-6638

Hall, Pops ‘n Jazz
March 13, 14, 19, 20, 21 at 7 PM
Hall High school auditorium
Box office opens Thurs., Feb. 26, 
call 860-929-5151
Adults $13 before March 7; $16  
after March 7; students $13
Tickets: www.hallhighjazz.com
Free performance for senior citizens:   
Wed., March 18 at 2 PM

Conard, Musical “Hello Dolly”
March 20, 21, 27, 28 at 7 PM
March 22 at 2 PM
Conard High school auditorium
For more information and tickets, visit  
www.conardhighschoolmusical.com
Free performance for senior citizens:   
Fri., March 20 at 2 PM

Middle School Festival of Music
The Bushnell Center for the Performing Arts, 
Mortensen Hall
Wed., April 1, at 7:30 PM
For more information, call 860-561-6638

math skills.
•  Citizenship classes prepare students for 
the naturalization process to become U.S. 
citizens.  
•  National External Diploma Program 
(NEDP) allows adults who have learned 
through life experiences to demonstrate  
their skills and earn a West Hartford High 
School diploma.

• General Educational Development (GED) program prepares adult learners to pass the four-
part computer-based GED exam to earn a State of Connecticut diploma. 

• English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) offers free beginning, intermediate and 
advanced instruction in speaking, reading and writing English, as well as life skills.  

• Summer Childhood, Youth and Teen Programs offer academic and enrichment options. More 
than 40 courses are offered, and last year more than 700 students from 30 towns took courses 
in these programs.

Dates for the 2015 Summer High School are Semester 1 - June 29 to July 17; Semester 2 - 
July 20 to August 6; location, Conard High School.  
Dates for the Summer PreK - Grade 1 program are June 29- July 24; location, Whiting 
Lane Elementary School.  
Online summer registration is available at www.whlifelearn.org. For your convenience, 
our office also accepts registrations by phone, fax, mail or in person.  Look for our 
enhanced website coming soon!



Clear Paths.   Bright Futures.   No Limits.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

West 
Hartford
Public 
Schools With the West Hartford Public Schools

ONNECTIONS C

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Hall High School Announces New  
Assistant Principal
Dr. Gretchen Nelson has been named assistant principal at Hall 
High School. Selected from an impressive pool of candidates, 
Gretchen will officially begin her duties in February.

She knows West Hartford well, having taught at King Philip Middle School from 
1993-2000. She has spent the past 11 years working for the Simsbury Board 
of Education as head teacher of the Farmington Valley Transition Academy in 
partnership with the University of Hartford, and most recently was the program’s 
supervisor.  Gretchen completed her bachelor’s degree in Education and Psychology 
at Stetson University, her master’s degree in Special Education and her Doctorate 
in Educational Leadership, both from the University of Hartford, and her Sixth Year 
in Advanced Studies in Administrative Leadership from Sacred Heart University. 
Gretchen’s knowledge of the West Hartford community, as well as her passion for 
teachers and students, will serve the Hall High School community and our school 
district well. 

Please join us in congratulating Gretchen and welcoming her back to the West 
Hartford Public Schools. 

New Director 
of Safety and 
Security 
Michael Grieder, a law 
enforcement professional, is the 
district’s new Director of Safety and Security. 
With more than 20 years experience as a 
Connecticut state police officer, the past 12 
as a trooper in the Critical Infrastructure Unit 
of the Office of Counter Terrorism, Michael 
is recognized as a subject-matter expert on 
security. He has served on numerous boards 
and committees that manage changes to 
Connecticut school security laws, building 
requirements, and child preparedness and 
has conducted security and risk assessments 
of more than 200 K-12 schools in Connecticut. 
He received his bachelor’s degree in Political 
Science from the University of Rhode Island. 
Please join us in welcoming him.

Transition to Kindergarten

The transition to 
kindergarten is filled 
with excitement and 
wonder for both children 
and their families. Our 
district and elementary school staff 
look forward to welcoming students 
to the West Hartford Public Schools 
and collaborating with families 
and local preschool providers to 
support a successful transition to our 
elementary schools.

What do I do to enroll my child in Kindergarten? 
If your child is 5 years old on or before January 1, 2016, contact your 
elementary school and let them know you have an incoming kindergartner 
for the 2015-2016 school year.   The school will send you information on 
kindergarten transition and registration.  

What does the transition process involve?
• Each elementary school will host evening Parent/Guardian Orientation 

Sessions.
• Each school will host a daytime Kindergarten Registration event for the 

child and adult to provide necessary registration paperwork, meet the 
teachers, and visit the school.

• Dates and times of the spring orientation sessions at each school are posted 
on our district website www.whps.org (search keyword “Kindergarten 
Transition”)

• The first day of school, Wed., Aug. 26, will be a shortened day for kindergarten 
students to support their transition.  More detailed information will be 
provided by your elementary school this summer.

Our staff has experience working with children to support all levels of learning 
and development.  For some families, there may be a question about their 
child attending kindergarten next fall due to a number of factors that may 
include the child’s chronological age, previous schooling experiences, or just 
a general uncertainty about readiness.  For help, consider talking with your 
school’s principal or curriculum specialist and have your child attend the 
kindergarten registration event. 
 
Questions? Visit www.whps.org, and click on Offices in the navigation bar to 
find the Office of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment, or contact Mary 
Stone, Townwide Early Childhood Curriculum Specialist at 860-561-6635, or 
your child’s elementary school.

 Coming Soon: A Redesigned SAT
The College Board recently announced its plans to redesign the SAT, its hallmark assessment of college 
readiness. It is also taking measures to provide greater transparency and equity for test takers. It has:
 • published detailed test blueprints and question examples on its website;
 • revamped scoring procedures to eliminate the ¼-point penalty for wrong answers previously in 

place to discourage guessing;
 • partnered with Khan Academy to provide for free SAT tutoring and test preparation to all students 

through an online format.
The redesigned SAT is scheduled for release in spring 2016, which will affect current sophomores.  To support students in 
the transition, the College Board will release a redesigned PSAT in the fall of 2015, providing practice within its new format.  
Current 9th and 10th grade students had the opportunity to participate in a pilot of the new PSAT this January and will be 
eligible to participate in the PSAT in the fall of next year.  The suite of tutorials and interactive lessons from Khan Academy will 
go live in June of this year to support students in their preparations free of charge.
For more information on the redesigned SAT, please visit the College Board’s website at www.deliveringopportunity.org.  To 
learn more about online support services, visit Khan Academy at www.khanacademy.org.  For general questions regarding 
college planning, please contact your child’s school counselor.

State Testing To Begin Soon
The state assessment season kicks off  in 
mid-March. In accordance with state and 
federal laws, all students in grades 3-8 
and 11 will be assessed against grade-
level standards in reading, writing and 
mathematics.  Students in grades 5, 8, and 
10 will be assessed on age-appropriate 
benchmarks in science. 
The Connecticut Department of Education, 
working collaboratively with local 
educators - including many from West 
Hartford - and partner states, has led 
efforts to redesign and improve our state 
assessments.  Mathematics and literacy 
assessments have changed from a paper 
and pencil format to an online, computer-
adaptive one, to enable greater accuracy 
in measuring student achievement.  
Embedded technological tools enhance the 
test’s format and presentation and enable 
the delivery of test content through audio 
and/or video presentation of listening 
items, simulations and interactive graphs, 

etc.  Teachers have worked closely with students to help them gain familiarity with the 
testing format and software.  Science tests for fifth, eighth, and tenth graders are delivered 
through the traditional paper-and-pencil format.  The state Department of Education has 
provided some of our schools an opportunity to blend both the paper and pencil and online 
format of the test in an effort to refine and improve this assessment. 
 
The following testing windows are established.  The state testing window will vary slightly 
across schools based on the number of available computers and the number of students 
within a grade level.  Contact your child’s school for more specific information.

 Grade Level Content Area Testing Window
 Grade 5 Science Thurs., March 12, 2015
 Grades 3-5 Mathematics and Literacy March 23 – May 08
 Grade 8 Science Tues., March 17, 2015
 Grades 6-8 Mathematics and Literacy April 20 – May 22
 Grade 10 (and 11 re-testers) Science Tues., March 17, 2015
 Grade 11 Mathematics and Literacy May 18 – June 03

For more information on the state testing program, please visit the Student Assessment link 
on the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) website at www.sde.ct.gov/sde/
site.  Sample test items for mathematics and literacy may be found at http://ct.portal.airast.
org/.  Parent resources for science may be accessed on the CSDE website at http://www.
csde.state.ct.us/public/csde/cedar/assessment/cmt/cmt_gen4_resources_parents.htm  

New Hires


