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Distribution Of Connections
An on-line version of Connections With the West Hartford Public Schools is now available at http://www.whps.org/connections.pdf. If you do 
not wish to have a copy of Connections mailed to your home, please email connectionsoptout@whps.org with your name, address, child’s 
name and school. Thank you.
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Innovative New Design for an 
Innovative School

In less than one year, the new Charter Oak building will be open, providing up to 560 students with 
an inquiry-based approach to learning using the International Baccalaureate model.  We are very 
excited to bring this new option to the residents of West Hartford.  

The construction process continues on time and under budget.  The shape of the building is now 
clearly visible as you drive along Flatbush Avenue.  In autumn, construction crews will finish the roof 
and exterior walls to make the building weathertight.  Then, during the winter and spring months, 
they will complete the interior of the building.  Once the 2015-16 school year ends in June, the old 
building will be vacated, all hazardous materials abated, and the old building will be demolished 
before the start of the 2016-17 school year.  Final site touchups will take place through November 
and December of 2016, but the new Charter Oak School will be fully operational for the start of the 
2016-17 school year. The building will be beautiful, designed from the start to enhance Charter Oak’s 
International Baccalaureate theme.  In an International Baccalaureate, or IB, school, the focus is on 
the students and student-driven learning.  A student’s natural curiosity drives investigation of current 
world issues in relation to science, social studies and the arts.  
There are several unique spaces in the school:
• The new media center opens to the courtyard, creating a quiet reading garden.
• The school is divided into two-grade quadrants with open common areas that connect to the next 

quadrant.
• Fourth and fifth grade commons open to a roof garden. (continued inside)

Upcoming Events

Conard play, “10 Minute Play Festival”
Black Box at Conard High School
Nov. 19, 20, 21, 7 p.m.
Special performance for senior citizens and students  
(no charge): Nov. 18, 2 p.m.
Tickets: $10 adults; $5 students
Tickets available by emailing 
conardhighdrama@gmail.com  
or at the door

Solisti Showcase
Bristow Middle School 
Free, Nov. 15, 7 p.m.
For information, call 860-232-4561
x 6389  
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2nd Issue

The new Charter Oak School opens  
in August 2016!
In this article, you will learn:
• That the building is on schedule and under budget!
• That Charter Oak will have space for 80 PreK students.
• About the International Baccalaureate teaching model.
• How to stay up to date on Charter Oak.
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Winter Concerts
Throughout the month of December
Check with individual schools for dates and times

Hall Choral Department,  
“Ye Olde Madrigal Feaste”
St. Thomas Seminary, 467 Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield 
(All performances)
Nov. 18 and 19, 7 p.m. - Student Show  
(dessert, no dinner), $12
Information and tickets: 860-232-4561,  
ext. 6390
Nov. 20 and 21, 7 p.m.,  
Dinner performance, $35 adults;  
$25 children and Hall faculty

Information and tickets for Friday, Saturday shows, 
email: HallMadrigals@gmail.com
Special performance for senior citizens  
(no charge): Nov. 18, 2 p.m.

NOTE:  Tickets will not be sold at the door; reservations 
must be made in advance before Nov. 14.
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What’s New in Technology: An Update

New Charter Oak
(continued from page 1)

A Quick Review: Openings/Closings 

Our New England winter is approaching, which prompts us to review with you 
our process regarding delayed school openings and emergency closings.
   
Please be sure to discuss with your children the plan for your family 
if schools are closed early.

With technology always changing and improving, the Technology Department 
never rests! As an update, here’s what we have been doing.

• The superintendent of schools 
determines the necessity for a delayed 
opening or emergency closing of 
school due to weather conditions or 
other emergencies. 

• Parents will receive a 
phone call via the Connect-
ED Rapid Notification 
Service informing them 
of a delayed opening or 

emergency closing.  The phone call 
would be issued no later than 6:30 a.m. 

• In the event of an early dismissal from 
school due to inclement weather 
or other circumstances, parents/
guardians will be notified by the 
principal via the Connect-ED Rapid 
Notification System. This allows • World Language instruc-

tion is offered in grades 
PreK to 5 at Charter Oak.

• Quest is offered to 
students in grade 4 and 
5 at all 11 elementary 
schools in West Hartford.  
At Charter Oak, additional 
staff will be provided to 
expand the offering of 
Quest to students in the 
early elementary grades as well. 

• Math Quest is an accelerated math program that 
allows students to grow two grade levels beyond 
their current grade placement. Math Quest is offered 
in grades 4 and 5 at all West Hartford elementary 
schools for students who qualify based on specific 
criteria.  Additional staff will be provided at Charter 
Oak to meet the needs of gifted math students as 
early as grade 1.

Look for Expanded Pre-Kindergarten 
The new building will offer five classrooms for 80 
students aged 3 and 4 years old to experience the 
highest-quality PreK program that West Hartford offers.  
Each room is designed especially for PreK with in-
classroom bathrooms, age-appropriate furniture and a 

parents to be notified by 
phone within minutes.

• Announcements regarding school-
opening delays or closings also are 
made over local radio and television 
stations.  

• This information also may be accessed 
by visiting our website at www.
whps.org for closings, cancellations, 
and additional information.  PLEASE 
NOTE: The West Hartford Source Line 
no longer will be updated.

• When schools are closed 
early, all school-related 
afternoon and evening 
activities are cancelled  
as well.

• We deployed more than 1,450 
new devices during 
the summer months, 
bringing our total device 
deployment to 5,308 
since 2013. Device types 
include iPads, Chromebooks 
and Windows laptops and 
desktops.      

• We upgraded and expanded our 
wireless infrastructure to cover weaker 
coverage areas and to handle more 
users simultaneously.  

• Construction is currently underway 
to connect all West Hartford Public 

Schools to the Town of West 
Hartford municipal fiber network, 
giving the schools a more robust 
network. We are estimating 

the project will be 
completed by July 

2016.
• We’ve enhanced 

technological safety. 
Visit our new and 

improved Internet Safety Awareness 
website: www.CyberCompass.org, 
a valuable resource for parents, 
educators and students!

PreK-only playground right outside 
the classrooms.  The PreK curriculum 

has been designed by West Hartford teachers to give 
children the right mix of instruction and playtime, so 
they enter Kindergarten ready to excel.

Stay Up to Date
There will be plenty of additional news this year about 
West Hartford’s newest school. You can learn more 
about Charter Oak by:
• Visiting the school website at http://charteroak.

whps.org
• Visiting Charter Oak’s Facebook page
• Attending a talk or informational meeting with Charter 

Oak’s principal at the public libraries. Look for dates on 
the town library site beginning in November.

• Mark your calendars. The lottery process for 2016-17 
begins early in 2016.

• Large windows in the cafeteria overlook a 
garden where vegetables are grown. 

• The south side of the school is built lower 
than the rest of the school, allowing more 
sunshine into the courtyard. 

About the International Baccalaureate  
teaching model
The K-5 instructional program uses the Primary Years 
Program of the IB curriculum to bring a deeper level of 
inquiry to the curriculum.  Throughout the curriculum, 
purposeful instruction, in a variety of student learning 
styles, encourages positive self-knowledge and 
understanding.  Technology-rich classrooms promote 
student research, creativity, and presentation skills 
by using a range of media resources. Laptops, tablets 
and video conferencing are readily available, allowing 
for student collaboration and global connections that 
encourage communication and problem solving.

The Focus at Charter Oak is on the Student
Charter Oak will feature:
• Student-developed daily video announcements using 

state-of-the-art video production equipment;
• Student-led conferences that enable students to take 

responsibility for their own learning, and to reflect 
and set goals with both parents and teachers;

• Student-led monthly assemblies that provide a 
forum for students to share their work, talents 
and achievements, and allow students to develop 
leadership and presentation skills.

The Same Instructional Core, with More
Charter Oak offers the same instructional core as all 
other elementary schools in West Hartford, but with 
significant enhancements.   
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