
Charter Oak Academy  
of Global Studies

Florence E. Smith School of  
Science, Math and Technology

At Smith School, students learn to think logically and to explore the 
scientific and mathematical aspects of their world using technology as an 
essential tool to solve problems.

At Smith:
•	 Technology is an integral part of all instruction and is available to all 

students as they apply skills and strategies presented in their classes.
•	 Media center resources and instruction support the use of technology 

and enriches the offerings for classroom instruction.
•	 A certified science teacher works with the students in a science 

discovery lab to provide hands on, authentic science experiences. As 
part of the science instruction, the children utilize the scientific method 
and scientific tools to uncover scientific principles and concepts.

•	 Field experiences support the math and science curriculum; linking 
classroom instruction with real world experiences.

•	 Specialized instruction in mathematics allows for co-teaching and 
small group math experimentation; the math support program focuses 
on math discourse and encourages the discovery of mathematical 
concepts.

•	 Spanish will be taught at every grade level.
•	 Respect and responsibility are key components of the curriculum at 

every grade level.
•	 Students have opportunities for extended day enrichment and after 

school tutorial programs.
•	 A full day preschool program is offered for West Hartford residents on 

a lottery basis.

Charter Oak Academy offers students a rich learning environment 
where every child is challenged and guided to think creatively 
and strategically to become a responsible and caring member of 
a global society.

At Charter Oak:
•		 A strong sense of community will provide a nurturing and 

supportive educational environment for all children.

•		 Curriculum differentiation will allow children to move 
along the continuum of learning at their own unique pace.  
Through gifted and talented strategies children will become 
independent, self-directed learners.

•		 Students will study the components of their cultures and 
those around the world as they explore history, geography, 
citizenship, languages and the arts.

•		 Spanish will be taught at every grade level.

•		 Technology will skillfully be woven into the fabric of our 
curriculum allowing children to navigate the Internet for 
research, to create multi-media presentations and practice 
21st century skills of communication.

•		 Our Explorations Program will provide a variety of 
stimulating and challenging after-school classes.

	 •	 A full day preschool program is offered 
for West Hartford residents on a lottery 
basis.

Dear Parents:

We recognize that all children have unique interests, talents, and 
learning styles and that effective schooling requires a special 
environment in which the child can discover the joy of learning.  These 
two magnet schools afford you the opportunity to choose a program 
that may truly inspire your child in new ways.

Each of these schools offers something special. The Charter Oak 
Academy of Global Studies offers students a rigorous academic 
program with rich learning experiences.  World cultures will be 
integrated throughout the curriculum and students will be challenged 
to think creatively and critically using strategies developed for gifted 
and talented education.  The Florence E. Smith School stimulates 
your child with an intensive exposure to an enriched science and 
mathematics curriculum with an emphasis on the use of technology 
and problem solving. 

Each of these schools will have much in common with the other 
elementary schools in our community.  All are deeply committed 
to excellence and all base their instruction on the West Hartford 
curriculum in the core subject areas: reading, writing, mathematics, 
science, and social studies.  As at the other elementary schools, the 
two magnet schools will provide the necessary resources for students 
with special needs.

The principals and the teachers at Charter Oak and Smith are truly 
excited about the mission of their schools.  They are striving to make 
sure that each child’s journey through school will be one of constant 
learning, positive reinforcement, and high achievement.

While the number of magnet vacancies is limited, there are openings 
at many grade levels.  In addition, each year we see many students 
accepted to magnet schools from the waiting lists. Thus, we still 
encourage you to contact the principal of each school and to visit the 
schools to see whether the environment might be right for your child.

Sincerely,

David P. Sklarz
Superintendent of Schools


